
The ACRATH National Committee met on 7th and 8th November in Melbourne. 
In the May edition of ACRATH news we wrote about this Inquiry's public hearings 
attended by ACRATH in Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne. Margaret Ng rsj  (Josephite 
Counter Trafficking Project) and Christine Carolan gave excellent presentations in Sydney 
and Melbourne respectively.  
 

Denise Mulcahy fcj adds this further article based on the Hansard records recently made 
available. 
 

On 8-9 May 2013 in Melbourne, the Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-Committee held a 
public hearing in connection with the Inquiry into Slavery, Slavery-like conditions and 
People Trafficking. Fifty-eight written submissions were received by the Inquiry. ACRATH, 
along with fifteen others was called to speak at the hearing in Melbourne. An ACRATH 
delegation was in attendance for the entire hearing.   
 

The Chair of the Inquiry, Laurie Ferguson congratulated ACRATH on its activity, saying 
that he thought ACRATH was ‘the main group’ that led the committee to holding this 
inquiry, based on ACRATH’s ‘activities, your appearance before the committee at various 
stages and your lobbying.’ In thanking ACRATH for being in attendance he said: ‘You 
said you are a miniscule organisation but you have driven this inquiry. It says something 
about the receptiveness of parliament that this inquiry came out of your activity.’ 
 

Senator Stephens thanked ACRATH for ‘what is a really comprehensive submission and 
takes us through the breadth of potential government action’ which she thought was ‘very 
helpful for the committee.’ (continued on page 2) 
 

Public Hearing of the Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-Committee 

ACRATH in New York 
 

On May 3
rd

 Lucy van Kessel pbvm (ACRATH WA Co-ordinator) presented information 
to twenty nine members of RUN (Religious at the UN) on the work of ACRATH. The 
RUN group has Religious women and men in 157 countries world-wide and they have 
a keen interest in human rights and trafficking. 
 

Information was presented on the three goals of ACRATH work, the achievements, 
governance and particularly advocacy visits to Canberra each year. The group was 
very interested and asked lots of questions about visits to Canberra, and the following 
which were more challenging to answer: 
What is our relationship with the institutional church? 
How often do we contact priests? 
How can the US groups link more closely with Asia? 
How does ACRATH get volunteers? 
 

This presentation was closely followed by a session with international Mercy Sisters 
from Australia, Papua New Guinea, Ireland, United States and elsewhere. They were 
particularly interested in how ACRATH operates with such a mix of Religious and lay 
people, in the preparation for Canberra visits and the achievements of ACRATH. 
 

Speaking to different groups at the UN and in the US has been worthwhile in 
encouraging the adaption and use of the ACRATH model as suitable to their own 
situations. The RUN people pointed out that having a single focus for action simplifies 
direction. This is a contrast to so much of the work at the UN where the brief of 
Religious goes from human rights, to social development, environmental concerns, 
Indigenous Peoples agendas and a multitude of other items. In all of this the 
elimination of violence against women and girls- a big part of trafficking - is a key 
component of action at all levels.    Lucy van Kessel 
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website  
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Peter Slipper congratulated ACRATH ‘on not just the complexity but the comprehensiveness’ of the 
submission. He said ‘You have brought forward a series of recommendations, some of which I think the 
committee would be neglecting its duty if it did not take seriously into account.’  
 
In her presentation on 8 May 2013, Christine Carolan, ACRATH National Projects Co-ordinator emphasised 
the following points: 

 compensation for those who have been trafficked into Australia 

 negotiation for a slavery free supply chain for all goods coming into Australia 

 using a protocol of ‘human rights’ to underpin the offering of services to people trafficked into Australia 
She recommended that there be a federal scheme of compensation for people who are trafficked, as the 
present ‘victims of crime assistance’ not only varies from State to State, but it is not compensation for the 
crime committed.   
 
She urged the government to undertake research in order to name the products that are most vulnerable to 
having slavery in the supply chains, and then to require suppliers to show that they are taking reasonable 
steps to ensure that products are free of slavery. She referred the government to the Californian legislation, 
which could serve as an international model for ensuring that goods brought into Australia are slavery free.   
 
She called on the government to ensure that Australia reaches its Millennium Development Goal target for aid. 
Australia promised to achieve aid of 0.5% of GNI by 2015.   
 
For the terms of reference for the Inquiry, the Submissions, the Schedule and the Report, click on the 
following: http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
House_of_Representatives_Committees?url=jfadt/slavery_people_trafficking/index.htm 
 

From The Daily Advertiser (Wagga) Thursday, May 16, 2013 
 

(Back, from left) Sister Patricia Mary Bell LCM, Calvary Hospital chief executive  
Joanne Williams, Calvary Hospital director of mission Jeni Miller,  
(front) Sister Noelene Simmons SM, Reverend Judy Begent and Sister Lynne  
Crilley PBVM at a presentation delivered by ACRATH at  
Calvary Hospital about human trafficking and slavery.  
 
The ACRATH team, having travelled all the way to Wagga,  
also took the opportunity to present at Mater Dei Catholic College.  

 

In early 2012, a group of young women came together with the shared aim of eradicating Human Trafficking in 
Australia and around the world. We came to be known as the ‘Young Professionals’, our backgrounds including law, 
engineering, international relations and criminal justice. The idea was to use our passion for the subject to help 
eliminate the vile trade in humans, while learning how it affects society as a whole. 
 

Under the guidance of Carol Hogan sss, we took on the challenge of reading the Victorian Government Inquiry into 
People Trafficking for Sex Work, June 2010 as a way of learning about trafficking. The team spent months reading 
the document, its responses, conducting research and drafting our own suggestions. This was submitted to 
Parliament and we learnt about advocating for the rights of people who were entrenched in slavery.  
 

We invited guest speakers to expand our knowledge, and question methods of abolishing trafficking. This year, we 
set ourselves the task of meeting with State MPs, and in April began meeting with representatives of both major 
parties as well as one of the three Greens. So far, we have met with 10 MPs who have all commended us on our 
dedication, and provided suggestions for tackling law change in Victoria. We feel we have promoted awareness of 
Human Trafficking, with Andrew McIntosh making a speech in  
parliament after meeting with ACRATH members. 
 

Our goals for the next few months include completing a funding  
submission for ACRATH, see an upgrade in brothel compliance,  
and promoting a cross-party roundtable meeting to discuss what  
Victoria’s plans are for the future prevention of  
human trafficking in our state.  
 

Elinor Wilding Schramm 

Parliamentary Human Rights Committee continued from page 1... 

Young Professionals 
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WE HAVE HIT THE AIRWAVES AND ARE GOING TO PRINT... AND YOU CAN HELP! 
 
ACRATH’s Radio Awareness Project, The RAP, has hit the airwaves!  We are hearing the Community 
Service Announcements (CSAs) on ethnic community radio in Victoria. These are based on the effective 
Community Service short videos made by Anti-Slavery Australia (http://www.antislavery.org.au/). 
 
Our team of volunteers is growing and have kindly donated their time to help us produce produce 20 CSAs in 
Thai, Mandarin, English, Maltese, Malaysian, Indonesian & Vietnamese. 
 
The RAP team are working hard to increase broadcasting of the CSAs and we are looking for people to help 
us get the message heard throughout Australia. 
 
You can Help: 
We need people to engage with their local community radio stations about the RAP and find opportunities to 
have the CSAs on the airwaves. If you think you might be able to help, please contact Brigid Corcoran 
(vicprojects@acrath.org.au or mobile 0404 738 628) for further information and a copy of the advertisements. 

The RAP Update 

News in Brief 

Marguerite Buckley of the Brigidine Secondary Schools’ Council and Christine Carolan have completed 
three presentations on forced marriage to the staff at the three Brigidine schools in Victoria and South 
Australia which may have students vulnerable to forced marriage.  

 
Louise Cleary csb spoke with other leaders about human trafficking at the UISG in Rome in early May. 
 
Ann Laidlaw dc and Christine Carolan (representing ACRATH) are going to a Daughters of Charity anti 

trafficking meeting in New York in August. They are keen to meet other people in New York after the 
Daughters meeting. 

 
ACRATH is delighted to congratulate Merlyn Quaife for being given the award of Member of the Order of 

Australia in the 2103 Queen’s Birthday Honours list.  This award was bestowed on her in recognition of 
her significant service to music. In 2009 Merlyn produced a music CD, Fortune My Foe,  in collaboration 
with Andrea Katz as a fundraising project in support of Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking 
of Humans.  She has also performed at concerts for ACRATH on a number of occasions. 

 

Dates for coming ACRATH events: 

 21 June - the winter solstice and the day to get all reports in to Christine for the 6 monthly report to the 
Attorney-General's Department 

 12 July - National Committee teleconference 

 7 - 8 Nov - National Committee meeting in Albert Park 

 17 - 22 Nov - Proposed advocacy week in Canberra; will be confirmed after the election 

 27 Feb - 1 Mar - ACRATH National conference and AGM 

Page 3  

ACRATH in Port Pirie Diocese 

ACRATH has now established a branch in the Port Pirie Diocese, which encompasses around 1 million 
square kilometres in the north of South Australia, extending into the Northern Territory. The Catholic church 
is spread over vast distances, yet there is a real sense of community and solidarity. ACRATH has used times 
of gathering and media outlets to spread awareness of the issues of human trafficking and what it is doing to 
address them. The committee members have presented at churches, inter-church meetings, retreats, with 
reports in newspaper, magazine and television news. At two parishes in the diocese a weekend of Masses 
has been dedicated to the cause of ACRATH. There is a growing number of people within the diocese from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and awareness-raising has been done within the Filipino 
community. ACRATH's presentations have been met with surprise in the extent of the issues and interest in 
their resolutions, with strong commitments to advocate and pray for a fairer and more just Australia. 

Anne Tormey rsm and Elizabeth Young rsm 

mailto:vicprojects@acrath.org.au


National Office 

 
 

52 Beaconsfield Parade 
Albert Park,  

Victoria 3206 
 

Ph: 03 9645 5986   
 

www.acrath.org.au 
 

info@acrath.org.au 
 
 

Prayer Service for an End to Human Trafficking 
Excerpt from a prayer prepared by the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Centre www.ipjc.org  

 
 

We believe in hope that working together as a community we can Stop the Demand 
for human trafficking: We come as a people of hope.  

 
We are strengthened by what we have learned and commit to act on behalf of justice: 

We come as a people of hope.  
 

We are chosen, we are called and we are committed to Stop the Demand and end 
human trafficking: We come as a people of hope. 

 
God, give us the wisdom and courage to stand in solidarity, so that together we will 

find ways to the freedom that is your gift to all of us. Amen.  

ACRATH CONTACT 

DETAILS 

 

STELLA FELLA CAMPAIGN by network partner, Project Futures  

 
Just when we all thought chivalry was dead, the PROJECT FUTURES Stella Fella 
campaign is shining a light on outstanding men in the community to help raise 
awareness and funds for anti-human trafficking projects in Australia. 
 
PROJECT FUTURES is a Sydney based non profit organisation run by a passionate 
network of young and inspiring professionals. They raise awareness and funds for 
programs dedicated to combating human trafficking and sexual exploitation in 
Australia and South East Asia.  
 
Stella Fella is the next step in the prevention and education of human trafficking and 
sexual exploitation amongst men in the community. Project Futures is encouraging 
men to take the challenge of becoming a role model in the community, setting a 
precedent of support, with zero tolerance for behaviour which facilitates these 
circumstances. 

STELLA FELLA FRIDAY is on 16 August and Project Futures are encouraging 
people to wear a bow tie to work as a symbol of their support for ending human 
trafficking. You can wear your own or buy a Stella Fella bow tie (all proceeds going to 
Project Future’s partnership with The Salvation Army’s anti-trafficking unit). Bow tie 
clips are also available for workplaces, schools and community groups to buy in 
boxes of 30 to sell/ give to your employees. 

Be Bold, Take a stand, Wear a Bow Tie on Friday 16 August.  
 
http://www.stellafella.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaigns 

Resource 

Above:  

Logos for 3 forms of 

certification of ethical 

sourcing of raw materials 

(chocolate, coffee, tea etc) The expansion of ACRATH over the past two years has created new demands on our  

resources; we need an extra $50,000 per annnum to meet current commitments. In this 

edition of our newsletter, ACRATH wishes to acknowledge several generous donations 

from religious congregations and schools to assist us to tackle human trafficking.  

 

We also acknowledge the funds received under a grant from the Australian Government. 
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