
The ACRATH National Committee met on 7th and 8th November in Melbourne. 

 
This Christmas we pray for all those who have been trafficked and/or living as slaves, that 
they would be freed. 
  
1. That people that are enslaved would hold on to hope. 
2. The victims would find healing, physically, spiritually and mentally. 
3. That survivors would not be re-traumatized this Christmas through their past. 
   
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the broken hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn;           Isaiah 61:1-2 
 

Wishing you peace and all good this Christmas. 

Praying for the end of slavery this Christmas 

Congratulations 

 

WOMEN AND MEN OF MERCY  
 
To celebrate 125 years since the Sisters of Mercy arrived in Parramatta from Callan in 
Ireland the Parramatta Congregation named 125 Women and Men of Mercy: women and 
men who strive to embrace the maxim of Catherine McCauley: “[to perform] extraordinarily 

well the ordinary actions of every day.” 
 
ACRATH congratulates Sarah Menassa-Rose (NSW Regional Co-ordinator) on being 
named a Woman of Mercy. Amongst other things, Sarah was recognised for her 
engagement in social justice work, her involvement in ministries of education and 
formation and for service to the disadvantaged, marginalised and poor. 
 
AUSTRALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
ACRATH also congratulates Clare Condon sgs on receiving the Australian Human Rights 
Award for 2013. Hosted by the Australian Human Rights Commission, the Awards 
celebrate individuals, businesses and community organisations across Australia who have 
advanced human rights during the year.  
 
The Human Rights Commission President, Professor Gillian Triggs, described Clare as a 
“woman of integrity, compassion and great fortitude...She is never afraid to stand up for 
what she believes in, nor is she afraid to take her message directly to Government, 
relentlessly lobbying politicians to help those in need.”  
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Easter Eggs: Gone 
But Not Forgotten  

 
http://acrath.org.au/

index.php?
s=Easter+2014&submit
.x=-1061&submit.y=-17  
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There was great energy around the ACRATH presence at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival.  
 
ACRATH ran three sessions with 168, 80 and 150 people attending. The first and last sessions were packed 
with people on the floor and spilling out the door. The middle session was booked for 70 but extras crept in. 
All this to say the sessions were very sought after.  
 
Christine joined in a formal conversation session on Rana Plaza and fairtrade run by Jesuit Communications.  
 
An Expo site was staffed for three days and young people experienced a display of a needlework book on 
human trafficking, and were invited to signing of postcards about the Rana Plaza collapse.  
 
We had hundreds of conversations about our ACRATH work.  At the stall, after our presentations, and also 
incidentally around the festival we had some particularly significant conversations that showed young people 
and their leaders from youth groups were keen to pick up on ACRATH campaigning.  
 

Christine Carolan, ACRATH National Projects 

 
On 13th November, at the conclusion of our monthly meeting, ACRATH Victoria enjoyed a light meal together 
to celebrate Christmas and the conclusion of a successful year together. It was an opportunity also to invite 
friends who have supported us in some significant way during the year. 
 
A significant  step in education of senior secondary students has been achieved this year through training 
days for teachers to introduce them to an education package on trafficking, which can be integrated into the 
curriculum in a number of ways e.g. the Religious Education program, Ethics, Social Justice, Drama and 
others. The program uses modern pedagogy and is based on the ACRATH web pages so can be easily 
accessed by teachers and students alike. The Education Committee were greatly supported by the 
Melbourne Catholic Education Office and were grateful for the use of the Archdiocese Leadership Centre for 
the training days. 
 

An article in the recent edition of Australian Catholics highlighted this Education program. 

These are just a sampling of the activities of the Victorian ACATH group in 2013. In summary one could say 
that an extraordinary amount has been achieved, but there is still much to be done.  
 

Carole McDonald RSM, ACRATH Vic Regional Coordinator  
      
 
 
 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 

Victorian ACRATH 
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ACRATH presentation team: 
Christine Carolan, Claire Griffin and 
Madelaine Curnow 

Retreat Group with  
Margaret Moore RSM 

Teachers learning about ACRATH 



In the months since July 2013 presentations have been given to Toongabbie Men’s Breakfast Group, an 
international group of Religious, St Columba’s College Springwood, Holy Spirit College Mackay, Soroptimists 
International, Monte Sant Angelo students preparing to go to Thailand, Cerdon College, Salvation Army 
Women Blacktown, Parishes of St Michael’s South Blacktown and St Patrick’s Blacktown, Stella Maris Manly, 
Australian Catholic University (Strathfield Campus) and Notre Dame University 
 

Two public forums were held during the month of October, one in Sydney and one in Parramatta. Professor 
Jennifer Burn, director of Anti-Slavery Australia, spoke on Forced Marriage while Noelene Simmons sm spoke 
on Human Trafficking in Australia. Participants at both venues were actively engaged in the presentations and 
many took postcards to support chocolate and cotton campaigns. A number have also asked to be on our 
newsletter mailing list. Noelene was interviewed by Catholic Outlook (Parramatta Diocese) and the article 
should appear in next month’s paper. 

 

At the October NACRATH meeting Bob Kinnaird, CFMEU, spoke on the UN convention on the Rights of Migrant 
Workers and their Families, 457 visas amendments prior to Federal Parliament rising and the expected 
changes with the new government. 

 
Members took part in the Faith in Action Social Justice Expo held at Notre Dame on 30th November and organised 

by the Sydney Archdiocese Justice and Peace Office. Noelene presented about trafficking and we had an expo 
stall. 

 
Noelene Simmons sm, NSW Projects Worker 

NACRATH 
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NSW Inquiry 
 

The exploitation of people 
frequently happens in family 
homes and businesses, according 
to a new independent NSW inquiry 
that breaks down some of the 
myths regarding human trafficking 
and slavery.  

 
The link for the media release is 
http://www.crc.nsw.gov.au/home 

Talitha Kum 
 

The First Asia Policy Conference on Human 
Trafficking was held at the Salesian Retreat House, 
Hua Hin, Thailand, from November 10-14, 2013. The 
networks represented at the conference were: 
ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against 
Trafficking in Humans), AMRAT (Asian Movement of 
Religious Against Trafficking in Persons) and Talitha 
Kum Southeast Asia. In all there were 40 participants 
from eleven countries. 
 
Please refer to http://www.talithakum.info for further 
information. 

 
 Genny Ryan took part in the Marist College Canberra Expo 
 Attended the UNAA  Status of Women Roundtable 
 Held discussion with Catholic Education Office re school visits – more discussion needed 
 Presented at Belconnon Regional Justice Groups meeting (80 members attended) 
 Continuing discussion with small group of yr 11 students 
 Exploring with Maureen Keating the possibility of forming a group in ACT. 
 Distributed ACRATH material to a group of interested parents. 
 Participated in online Counter Child Trafficking Conference 

ACT News 

(L-R)  
Noelene Simmons sm presenting at the 
Parramatta forum 
 
Noelene Simmons sm and Sarah Puls sgs at 
the Faith in Action Social Justice Expo 

http://www.crc.nsw.gov.au/home
http://www.talithakum.info/
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Three members of ACRATH, Brianna 
Lee, Kathy Fagan and Noelene Simmons 
sm attended the Conference.  
 
Listening to the experiences of those 
working against human trafficking in source 
countries gave us a deeper insight into the 
plight of victims of human trafficking. 
 
 

ACRATH CONTACT 

DETAILS 

 

TEMPORARY OFFICE 

 

The committee has worked closely with the Catholic Resource and Information Service 
which has made available to staff in Catholic schools throughout South Australia, to 
youth workers and to parishes, a comprehensive list of resources which relate to 
trafficking, and accessibility to many of those resources through its collection. 
Susan Newland, the Director of CRIS( a member of Adelaide ACRATH) convened  a 
meeting of interested CEO personnel, teachers/youth workers with our members of 
ACRATH SA from Adelaide and Port Pirie on 22nd October. Christine Carolan was the 
main presenter. Archbishop Wilson attended and spoke of his support for the initiative 
and for the work of ACRATH.   
 

On Friday the 25th of October 2013, nearly 30 people gathered in Port Pirie to learn 
about and discuss the 'Dark Side of Chocolate'. The movie of the same name was 
shown first, and for many people it was a new learning that there is so much exploitation 
mixed up in chocolate production. After the movie there were discussion questions that 
got people talking animatedly about the issues and what can be done about them. They 
were given postcards to sign for Stop the Traffick's Mondelez campaign and then all 
shared in a delicious supper of Fair Trade coffee, tea and...you guessed it – chocolate!    
 

Meredith Evans rsm and Catherine Seward rsm have met with the Pastoral Councils of 
the parishes of Henley Beach and Brighton. Meredith spoke at three Masses at Henley 
Beach Parish on Social Justice Sunday. Catherine presented to the CWL in the parish of 
Tranmere. 
 

The Young Mercy Justice Group comprised of 20 interstate representatives, convened 
by Meredith, included a focus on human trafficking as part of its October meeting In 
Perth. 
 

The Radio Awareness Project (RAP) Community Service Announcements were 
forwarded to 101.5fm (University of Adelaide) and 5EBI, multicultural radio- NEMBC in 
August. 
 

Anne Tormey rsm, SA ACRATH Regional Co-ordinator 

South Australia ACRATH 

Talitha Kum 

We acknowledge the 

funds received under 

a grant from the 

Australian 

Government. 

ACRATH’s funding 

from the Attorney 

General’s Department 

will run out in June 

2014. ACRATH 

therefore needs core 

business funding and 

additional funding for 

special projects. 

 

Please consider a 

regular donation to 

ACRATH so that we 

can plan ahead. 

 

Contact Christine at 

the National Office. 
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CRIS event with Christine Carolan presenting ‘Dark Side of Chocolate’ event 


