
 
     
 

 
    27th February 2014 
 

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:10  

In sharing the 2014 ACRATH Report we begin with a reflection based on John 10:10: I have come that all may 
have life and have it to the full, set against the backdrop of the words of Pope Francis and of Estrella Castalone, 
a Salesian sisters and Coordinator of Talitha Kum, the International Network of Consecrated Life Against 
Trafficking in Persons. In valuing the work that has been done within Australia we also celebrate events that 
have taken place at an international level in relation to fighting against the insidious crime of human 
trafficking. 

We especially appreciate the leadership of Pope Francis in regularly speaking out against slavery and his calling 
together the November 2013 Vatican Working Group to study human trafficking and to develop a global 
Church response to this international crime. This meeting is the first time the Vatican academies had dedicated 
a session to studying human trafficking.  While ACRATH did not attend the Working Group, our contributions 
were presented by Australian human rights lawyer, Anne Gallagher, as well as members of international 
partners of ACRATH. 

We also celebrate the positive response of Pope Francis to the request by women religious to name a world 
day of prayer against trafficking. This day is 8th February, feast day of Josephine Bakita, a Sudanese-born 
former slave who became a Canossian  sister in Italy. 
  
Talitha Kum, the International Network of Consecrated Life Against Trafficking in Persons organized its first 
Asia Policy Conference in Thailand in November. The objectives of the meeting were to study the 
implementation of laws and policies, identify issues and gaps, learn advocacy strategies and set a future 
direction for the group.  ACRATH members Brianna Lee, Kathy Fagan and Noelene Simmons attended and 
made valuable contributions to the meeting as well as experienced the richness of the conversations. 

Also at the international level, representing the Australian Daughters of Charity, Christine Carolan attended a 
Daughters of Charity anti trafficking workshop in the USA and held six networking meetings focussing on 
building global campaigning on the demand for cheap goods.   

Madeleine Curnow one of the younger members of ACRATH Victoria is currently participating in a three month 
internship at Edmund Rice International in Geneva. 

REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
ACRATH activities taking place across Australia are as many as they are varied. Education, awareness-raising, 
advocacy, personal support of women and men trafficked into Australia, visits to parliamentarians as well as 
the development of networks amongst like-minded groups have been high on the agenda.  Members in each 
Region respond to the Strategic Plan slightly differently, contributing to the richness of ACRATH.  Activities are 
entered into with deep commitment, passion and generosity. The following glimpses are indicative of the 
breadth of work being undertaken. 
 
Queensland 
Awareness raising activities included presentations to schools from Brisbane to Gladstone with an interest in 
forming an ACRATH cluster group in the Gladstone area.  A follow up visit to the area is planned for 2014. It 
will include making contact with other towns along the way – Gympie, Maryborough, Bundaberg and 
Rockhampton. Other workshops are planned for Toowoomba, Caloundra, Maroochydore and Noosa Heads 
and promoting the notion of ACRATH cluster groups.  
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A justice group of young people has been formed but is at a very early stage.  The Edmund Rice schools in QLD 
joined with staff at the Christian Brothers Province Centre in conducting a Stella Fella morning tea to highlight 
the issue of People Trafficking.  
 
Practical support for a women trafficked to Brisbane continues to be given. This includes dealing with issues 
of visa application, the lack of certainty in terms of  whether the visa (after 4 years) will be issued, and the 
effect this uncertainty is having on the woman being supported. 
 
ACRATH in Queensland have also been exploring situations where labour trafficking may be taking place. Issues 
such as lack of contracts, lack of training and working for 18 hours but being paid for 8 hours have been found. 
This area will continue to be explored. 
 
Collaborating with like-minded organisations has included sharing of information in province/ congregational 
bulletins, working with Baptist World Aid, Brisbane and working with Franciscan Asia Pacific Working Group 
on Countering Human Trafficking, particularly with South East Asia.  Connections with Mary Soh fmm have 
resulted in her visit to Australia and participation in ACRATH’s National Conference. 
 
NACRATH (NSW ACRATH) INCLUDING ACT 
As well as holding two public forums, presentation were given at the National Catholic Mission Conference 
and to various secondary colleges in NSW and ACT, parishes, Universities (Notre Dame, ACU and Western 
Sydney University) and community groups (Soroptimists International, Salvation Army and Calvary Hospital 
Wagga Wagga). NACRATH had stalls at the International Women’s Day event in Parramatta Park and at the 
Archdiocese of Sydney Faith in Action Social Justice Expo.  Two members attended the Prevent People 
Trafficking Conference in Auckland, NZ.  Members have also participated in the Sydney Anti-Trafficking 
Response Network and attended various STOP THE TRAFFIK events.  Several NACRATH members attended 
NSW Parliament to support Margaret Ng at her presentation to the Human Rights sub-committee of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade on the Inquiry into Slavery, Slavery-Like Conditions 
and People Trafficking.   Members have also supported the various postcard campaigns organised by STOP 
THE TRAFFIK. 
 
In collaboration with Anti-Slavery Australia, Red Cross and the Salvation Army, NACRATH members have given 
generous support to women and men who have been trafficked.  
 
In Canberra, Genny Ryan osu represents Australia at the planning group for the Committee on the Status of 
Women.  This committee, which includes approximately 130 women from around Australia, engages people 
in the work of the UN through education and advocacy work. The agenda is developed from issues relevant to 
women in Australia. Two women from this group will represent Australian Non-Government Organisations at 
the CSW58 meeting at the UN New York in 2014.  
 
Other activities in Canberra included discussions with the Catholic Education Office in relation to further school 
visits, presentations at Belconnon Regional Justice Groups where eighty members were in attendance and 
participation in the online Counter Child Trafficking Conference.  Discussions are under way in relation to 
forming a group in ACT 
 
VICTORIA 
The creation, trialling and rolling out of an online education resource by ACRATH Victorian members is very 
significant for ACRATH nationally.   An online resource enables education about trafficking accessible to many 
more teachers and students. With the assistance of advisors Anne Walsh and Marguerite Buckley, the 
education group trialled the materials, worked with Noelene Simmons as web manager to better use the 
ACRATH website to support the new resource, and has trained fifty teachers in Victoria in the use of the online 
resource. The Jesuit magazine, Australian Catholics featured an article on the Education Program, Spring 
edition 2013. ACRATH appreciates the assistance of all in preparing this excellent resource. 
 
Awareness-raising included a visit to the Seafarers Centre to ascertain knowledge of slavery among the 
seafarers. Group presentations included the Uniting Church, Probis and education programs for school 



students. ACRATH members participated in STOP THE TRAFFIK activities with sending of postcards and, in the 
case of Mondelez, delivering the signed cards in person to a senior manager.  Postcards were also sent to the 
Just Jeans Group, Toblerone and Rivers. New networks have been developed through relationships with the 
Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria, the Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Coalition and the 
Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office state managers.  
 
Several women have been assisted with direct support in almost every facet of their lives, from finding 
accommodation, filling out forms, finding work, support in court visits as well as other needs. March 2013  saw 
the conclusion of the four-year ACRATH project with Allens on financial compensation, culminating with six 
women trafficked into Australia receiving the maximum from the Victorian Victims of Crime Assistance 
Tribunal. 
 
Significant work has been done in the region in relation to the engagement and development of younger 
members. The group of young professionals in Victoria, who meet regularly, are engaged in action research 
on the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry’s recommendations in relation to human trafficking and have visited a 
number of influential Victorian Members of Parliament. Amongst other matters discussed, the young people 
proposed the establishment of a State Round Table on collaboration between government and civil society to 
eliminate human trafficking. One younger member on placement with ACRATH researched Labour Trafficking. 
An outcome has been the offer of further help with research from Latrobe University. 
 
A meeting to introduce the work of ACRATH to parishes and deaneries has been organised by the Education 
Group of ACRATH Victoria at the Cardinal Knox Centre on 19th March 2014. Adapting the material in the on-
line education package, the aim will be to elicit from deaneries an interest in training parish staff to inform 
parishes about human trafficking. 
 
South Australia 
ACRATH has now firmly established a branch in the Port Pirie Diocese, which encompasses around one million 
square kilometres in the north of South Australia, extending into the Northern Territory.  There is a growing 
number of people within the diocese from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and awareness-
raising has been done within the Filipino community. ACRATH's presentations have been met with surprise in 
the extent of the issues and interest in their resolutions, with strong commitments to advocate and pray for a 
fairer and more just Australia.  
 
ACRATH South Australia has worked closely with the Catholic Resource and Information Service to make 
available a comprehensive list of resources which relate to trafficking.  These are available to staff in Catholic 
schools and to youth workers and parishes. Christine Carolan presented at a meeting of interested Catholic 
Education Office personnel, teachers/youth workers and other members of ACRATH from Adelaide and Port 
Pirie.  People networked and considered how they might address the issue of human trafficking and utilise 
available resources. Archbishop Wilson attended and spoke of his support for the initiative and for the work 
of ACRATH. 
 
Over the year several presentations on human trafficking have been given to parishes and community 
organisations. The Young Mercy Justice Group comprised of 20 interstate representatives, convened by 
Meredith Evans rsm, included a focus on human trafficking as part of its meeting In Perth. Sheelah Thomas, 
Pastoral Carer to the African Catholic Community, has spoken about forced marriage in her visits with 
individual families. A film night on human trafficking was held for young people in Port Pirie.  
 
ACRATH members from Adelaide and Port Pirie and their invitees from the Young Mercy Justice Group, 
attended a STOP THE TRAFFIK Forum in North Adelaide.  Carolyn Kitto from STOP THE TRAFFIK gave an 
excellent presentation and helped the group come to a better understanding of trafficking in the clothing 
industry. Earlier in the day, six members of our committees in Adelaide and Port Pirie met with representatives 
of STOP THE TRAFFIK, the Uniting Church and Baptist Care in the Uniting Church Offices in relation to human 
trafficking in the supply chain. 
 
 



Western Australia  

Awareness raising activities have included presentations to members of the Law Society, local Police, students 
at Edith Cowan and Notre Dame Universities, a Father’s Day gathering, Union members and staff of Ruah 
Community Services. Information on ACRATH resources have been sent to many schools.  Fair Trade sales 
were also conducted, highlighting trafficking issues. 
 
ACRATH members also visited a fisheries factory and migrant community to see examples of potential 
trafficking, raising awareness for themselves of the close link between migration and trafficking.  Two 
members met Somaly Mam from Cambodia during her recent visit to Perth. Somaly Mam was raising 
awareness of the centres in Cambodia for prevention, rescue and rehabilitation.   
 
In liaising with other agencies including the AFP, Anti-Slavery Australia and the Salvation Army, direct 
assistance has been given to women in Perth and overseas. Perth ACRATH members have continued working 
on a list of support agencies for women who wish to return to their home countries. 

ACRATH members met with the new Red Cross Anti-Trafficking worker with the hope of working together to 
raise awareness in CALD communities as well as assist in direct support of Red Cross clients. They also 
connected with the local Caritas Global Education Advisor who is working with ACRATH WA on International 
work. During her year of research in Thailand for her Ph.D, Brianna Lee has taken opportunities to liaise with 
organisations in Asia.  
 
Following the visit to Members of Parliament in Canberra, Ministers Julie Bishop and Michael Keenan and 
people from Senator Michaelia Cash’s office have met with WA ACRATH members. Funding issues were 
discussed. A concerted effort has been made to send letters to all Liberal politicians in relation to ongoing 
funding for ACRATH.  
 
NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
ACRATH Radio Awareness Project (RAP).  
The work of ACRATH to involve people from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities has 
expanded in Victoria and South Australia. Working with Anti Slavery Australia and the Australian Federal 
Police, the Radio Awareness Project promotes radio Community Service Announcements and print media 
advertisements in seven languages. This program will be implemented nationally and will enable greater reach 
of ACRATH activities into communities ACRATH would not normally reach. 
 
Government Sub-Committees. Christine Carolan and Margaret Ng were called to speak at the public hearing 
of the Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-Committee in relation to the Inquiry into Slavery, Slavery-like 
conditions and People Trafficking.  MP Laurie Ferguson, Chair of the Inquiry, congratulated ACRATH on its 
activity: “You said you are a miniscule organisation but you have driven this inquiry. It says something about 
the receptiveness of parliament that this inquiry came out of your activity.” 
 
On-going issues of advocacy include access to free English tuition for people who have been trafficked into 
Australia and access to compensation.  ACRATH has also advocated strongly for a change in Visas to names 
that do not stigmatise. The current classification of Criminal Justice Visa and Witness Protection (Trafficking) 
(Permanent) Visa stigmatise and often disadvantage visa holders. 

Attorney General’s Department Working Groups 
At the May 2013 National Roundtable Senior Officials’ Meeting it was decided to set up two working groups 
as part of the Australia Government’s Strategy to Combat Human Trafficking and Slavery.  Noelene Simmons 
is the ACRATH representative on the Communication and Awareness Working Group.  This group has had a 
number of meetings with their initial focus being on Forced Marriage.  Later phases include labour trafficking 
and organ trafficking and forced surrogacy.  Christine Carolan is the ACRATH representative on the Supply 
Chains Working Group.  This group is yet to have its initial meeting. 
 
 



Parliament House Canberra and visits to local Members of Parliament 
ACRATH members met with Members of Parliament, both State and Federal, and their advisors in NSW, South 
Australia, Western Australia and Victoria.  As well, there were two visits to Parliament House Canberra in 2013.  
A small group visited in March to advocate for continued funding for ACRATH as well as raising issues about 
visas, English tuition and required support services.  In November a larger group of ACRATH members took 
part in the annual visit.  Issues raised with all MPs and Senators visited included the need for resources to 
support the amendments to the Crimes Legislation Amendments (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and People 
Trafficking) Act 2013, the level of Australia’s Overseas Development Aid and ensuring the supply chain of 
goods coming into Australia is slavery free. As well as these general meetings, ACRATH initiated specifically 
targeted engagements with Ministers, Shadow Ministers and key departmental officers. 
 
Conferences, Seminars and Events 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival. ACRATH tapped into the energy at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival 
in December which was attended by 3,500 young people. ACRATH members in Victoria staffed a three-day 
interactive display and conducted three presentations reaching 400 young people attending the festival. 
 
National Catholic Mission Conference – One Heart, Many Voices. ACRATH presented a workshop at the 
National Mission conference held in Sydney in April 2013.  A number of the participants signed up for the 
ACRATH newsletter.  This event was the catalyst for a workshop being requested in Gladstone, QLD. 

Two Victorian ACRATH members, Carol Hogan and Carole McDonald, attended the Australasian Women and 
Policing Conference. Valuable connections were made and the ACRATH members were able to distribute 
brochures as well as speak with a number of police women about the work of ACRATH. The Federal Police 
made a point of mentioning ACRATH as an active and supportive group. 

 Several Victorian and NACRATH members attended a most interesting and excellent presentation given by 
the Chief Executive Officer of OASIS India. Amongst meeting other needs Oasis India works with people 
vulnerable to trafficking or recovering from being trafficked. 
 
Membership of STOP THE TRAFFIK 
ACRATH has seen the effectiveness of linking awareness raising work with young people to campaigning for 
slavery-free supply chains in goods consumed in Australia, particularly chocolate, cotton and seafood. Noelene 
Simmons is a member of the STOP THE TRAFFIK Working group.  This group is responsible for planning of 
campaigns and other STOP THE TRAFFIK activities in Australia. 
 
International Labour Organisation’s Music Against Child Labour. The Initiative’s Manifesto calls on 
orchestras, choirs and musicians of all genres worldwide to dedicate one concert between October 2013 and 
December 2014 to the struggle against child labour. This initiative has been supported with letters to a number 
of National, State and local musical groups being invited to take part.  We invite school choirs to be involved! 
 
Communications 
ACRATH activities and campaigns have been widely communicated locally and internationally through regular 
newsletters, e-bulletins, website and Facebook updates. We especially thank Carol Hogan for her constancy in 
distributing news; we thank Sarah Manessa-Rose for the creative way in which she prepares the ACRATH 
Newsletter and we thank Noelene Simmons for updating the website constantly and competently. Websites 
are a very important tool in any organisation and comments about ACRATH’s website are always positive.  
 
Fund Raising 
Of significant concern at the beginning of 2014 is the uncertainty of continuing funds from the Attorney 
General’s Department. ACRATH has no secure funding beyond the end of June 2014 which is the end of the 
second three-year-cycle of the Attorney General’s Proceeds of Crime Act funding. An income source has 
become our biggest challenge as we face a future where demand for work is growing, while the possibility of 
a significant decrease in funding is looming.  We have understood from recent conversations that the 
Government values the work of ACRATH and is looking at other avenues for funding. It may not be as much as 
the $117,000.00 per year we currently receive but any government funding would greatly assist the 



development of the work.  Without dedicated funds for paid positions ACRATH would not have the capacity 
to be as effective as it is. 

In 2013 ACRATH was incorporated under the Victorian Associations Act. We are waiting on news that we have 
Deductible Gift Recipient Status. We hope with that with DGR status we may draw donations from the business 
community and from philanthropic trusts.   

Also recently, ACRATH was successful in securing a grant from the Conrad Hilton Foundation in the USA.  This 
amounts to a little over AU$16 000. The grant may only be used for direct service so it will assist in meeting 
practical needs of women and men who have been trafficked.  

We thank the Fund Raising Committee of Carole McDonald, Louise Cleary, Shane Wood, David O’Brien and 
Christine Carolan for their efforts in addressing sources of funding for the future. 

We call on all ACRATH members and their networks to assist us in sourcing funds! 

Finance 
Shane Wood cfc has done an extraordinary amount of work towards incorporation and in applying for 
Deductible Gift Recipient Status. Thank you Shane for always keeping the National Committee aware of current 
finances and for your diligence with book keeping.  Your work with Dinal at CRA ensures, for the rest of us, 
confidence in the careful management of ACRATH's finances. 
 
Archives 
Anne McPhee ibvm has generously accepted the role of looking after ACRATH’s Archives.  We greatly 
appreciate Anne’s assistance in putting together the story of ACRATH.  Anne is ably assisted by Robin Scott, 
archivist for the Loreto Sisters. Robin has developed a Disposal and Retention Policy and is on call for any issues 
we need help with as ACRATH puts together the past, the present and prepares for the unfolding future. 
 
Congratulations  

ACRATH congratulates Good Samaritan Sister Pauline Coll on her appointment as a Member of the Order 
of Australia (AM) for “significant service to the Church in Australia, and as an advocate for the protection of 
women and children, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.” In 2005 Pauline helped establish ACRATH and was 
the inaugural Chair until 2010.  
 
We also congratulate Christine Carolan, a recipient of the 2013 Anti Slavery Australia Freedom Award. The 
Freedom Awards recognise organisations and individuals dedicated to anti trafficking initiatives in Australia. 
We thank Christine for her energy, passion and commitment to the work of ACRATH. 
 
On the international scene, ACRATH congratulates Sr. Eugenia Bonetti, Consolata sister from Rome, on 
receiving the 2013 European Citizen’s Prize. Eugenia has been a driving force in the fight against trafficking for 
more than twenty years and continues to work tirelessly to obtain legal status for women without proper 
documents. 
 
Thank You Catholic Religious Australia 
We sincerely thank CRA for their support and interest throughout the year and especially for housing ACRATH 
under the CRA umbrella.  The NSW meetings of ACRATH take place at Annandale, an excellent “home” for 
NACRATH. We appreciate the generous hospitality and support of Leone Wittmack and Sandra Crocombe.  We 
are also most grateful to Mr Dinal Jayamanne for his expertise in attending to the financial requirements of 
the grant from the Attorney General’s Department.  Dinal works closely with Shane Wood cfc, ACRATH 
Treasurer, to ensure our full and complete accountability for the funds. 
 
 
Thank you Carol Hogan sss, Secretary of ACRATH 
We thank Carol Hogan for her great commitment to the work of ACRATH.In her role as secretary Carol amazed 
us with her capacity to keep up with the constant correspondence. She always carefully prepared for, and 
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followed up, the meetings of the National Committee. Apart from her secretarial role Carol undertook a host 
of other activities. She and Carole McDonald made quite a formidable team in their work for ACRATH! Carol’s 
leadership of the young professional group was outstanding.  
 
A little while ago Carol was diagnosed with serious illness. She is meeting this challenge with her characteristic 
courage and equanimity;   we offer Carol our deep support in prayer as she accepts the journey she is now to 
take. 
 
Thank you ACRATH Staff and National Committee 
The growth and development of ACRATH is in no small part due to the competent and dedicated work 
undertaken by Christine Carolan, Noelene Simmons sm and Denise Mulcahy fcj.  Christine, Noelene and Denise 
work as a Team and contribute well over and above what is asked of them. We deeply appreciate your energy 
and commitment. We are indebted to Denise for her days of voluntary service each week that keep our 
administrative operation running very effectively. 
 
Thank you National Committee 
Another group whose contribution can never be measured, and who give significant time in voluntary 
activities, are the members of the National Committee: Regional Co-ordinators  Carole McDonald VIC, Ann 
Tormey SA, Lucy Van Kessel WA, Janine Bliss QLD, and Sarah Menassa-Rose NSW. We also value the 
contribution of Louise Cleary to the National Committee and to ACRATH. As well as knowing the story of 
ACRATH from its earliest days, Louise is invaluable in keeping ACRATH linked into global initiatives against 
trafficking in humans. 
 
Evaluators for AGD Grant 
We also acknowledge the generous advice we receive from Erin Cassell and Will Dunn.  Erin and Will evaluate 
ACRATH’s Strategic Plan as part of the requirement for the grant from the Attorney General’s Department.  
They have generously undertaken this work for a number of years and have provided ACRATH with excellent 
suggestions and professional frameworks for gathering and presenting our work. 
 
Brigidine Sisters, Christian Brothers and Edmund Rice Education 
We are continually grateful to the Brigidine Sisters for their ongoing support and for graciously accommodating 
ACRATH at Albert Park.  We wish also to acknowledge the Christian Brothers and Edmund Rice Education.  
While building renovations are undertaken at Albert Park, the Christian Brothers and EREA  are offering 
wonderful hospitality in sharing with ACRATH their office space in Richmond.   
 
Building a Sustainable Future  
ACRATH’s Mission Statement says: ACRATH is committed to working together towards the elimination of 
human trafficking in Australia, in the Asia Pacific region and globally.  We take our inspiration from John 10:10 
“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.” In reflecting on the commitment shown in 2014, 
we can say without doubt that each one lives the mission with great passion and generosity.  Energy is put 
into bringing ‘life to the full’ for the most vulnerable people in our community.  Despite its size ACRATH is able 
to achieve so much in our work together. To continue building a sustainable future ACRATH will maintain its 
focus on funding, awareness raising, education, making connections with like-minded groups, recording our 
story and expanding our membership. We will continue to do this with generosity, good will and collaboration 
with all the networks with which ACRATH is associated.  We do this in order that “all may have life and have it 
to the full.” 
 
Maree Marsh,  
Chair ACRATH,  
27th February 2014. 


