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I was listening to Melbourne’s ABC Drive Fight 

Club segment in late 2014. Two politicians from 

opposite parties were answering questions from 

host Rafael (Raf) Epstein and listeners. Raf made 

a point that ‘artists seem to lean to the left side 

of politics’ whereupon Labor politician Anna 

Burke responded:  ‘I think there is no left or right 

for artists in regards politics; they lean to the 

truth’. This statement struck a chord with me. 

Leaning to the truth is what this picture book for 

grownups is all about. I hope it is anyway. 

So where did this book come from? Why make a 

picture book on human trafficking? And why 

make the pictures in needlepoint? Well, we seem 

to look at turning points in our lives at times 

when we are on one track and because of a 

circumstance (or set of circumstances) we can be 

turned around. One such turning point for me 

was in 2010 when I attended a sabbatical in 

Sangre De Cristo in New Mexico. Among the 

wonderful things we learned was how to do 

needlepoint, weaving and tapestry. I have been 

an artist for many years, stumbling along with my 

drawing and painting. But this was new and I 

took to it like a duck to water. Also at Sangre we 

focussed on justice - a passion I have had most of 

my religious life as a Salesian Brother. So during 

the sabbatical I decided that when I returned to 

Australia I would join a group that was dealing 

with an issue of justice in the community. 

Initially, I thought of working with refugees but I 

guess God, through the person of Good 

Shepherd Sister Tania de Jong led me to ACRATH 

(Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking 

in Humans). One thing led to another and “One 

In A Thousand Stories” came about. 

Thanks 

There are many to thank for this book . Firstly, 

the staff and participants of the 97th group of 

Sangre, especially the two Brothers of the De La 

Salle Christian Brothers who taught us 

needlepoint and other skills; Tania de Jong, 

ACRATH members, especially Christine Carolan, 

Denise Mulcahy and Rosie Hoban. Thanks to Br 

Barry Parker SDB who photographed the 

tapestries. Thanks also to  Ashley Trethowan, 

Paul Sedric, Patricia Penna, Geoff & Meg Eddy, 

Theresa O’Brien and Shane Howard, who as 

artists, gave me encouragement. Finally, thanks 

to my siblings for putting up with me as an artist 

and to the Salesians of Don Bosco Australia-

Pacific Province. This has been a labour of love 

and most importantly I think, a book of TRUTH. 

We are all God’s works of Art… Eph 2: 10 - 11 

Forward 

We are all God’s works of Art… Eph 2: 10 - 11 



 

 3 

 

This is the story of two young women from Thailand who are lured to 

Australia by the promise of work and a regular good wage. What they find is 

far from good. 

 

Chapter 1 (pages 4 & 5) Come to Australia 

 

Chapter 2 (pages 6 & 7) Bangkok to Melbourne 

 

Chapter 3 (pages 8 & 9) Arriving in Melbourne 

 

Chapter 4 (pages 10 & 11) Give me your passport 

 

Chapter 5 (pages 12 & 13) Slavery → Crimestoppers → Freedom 

 

Chapter 6 (pages 14 & 15) Trial of the traffickers 

 

Chapter 7 (pages 16 & 17) Support for trafficked people 

 

Resources (page 18) 

 

 

One In A Thousand Stories 

~A Tale of Trafficking   

This has been a labour of love and most importantly I think, a book of TRUTH. 

Brother David O’Brien SDB 



 

 4 

 

“Come to Australia” 
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Our two friends are in Thailand 

when they see a newspaper 

article saying: 

“Come to Australia for a job and 

a better life.”  

They talk enthusiastically and are 

overheard by the Agent . 

“I can help you,”  he says.   

Fact: Those who exploit Thai victims abroad tend to be more organized. Labour 

brokers, largely unregulated and of both Thai and foreign nationalities, serve as 

intermediaries between job seekers and employers; some facilitate or engage in 

human trafficking and collaborate with employers and at times with corrupt law 

enforcement officials.  

Source: 2014 US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report. 

“It is our moral imperative to make ours the last generation that has to fight the trade in human lives.”  

The Pontifical Academies of Sciences and Social Sciences and the International Federation of Catholic 

Medical Associations  - Workshop November 2013. 
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Bangkok to Melbourne 
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The young women and the 

Agent  fly out … 

From Bangkok to Melbourne,  

Australia. 

Fact: Thailand is a source, destination and transit country for men, women and children 

subjected to forced labour and sex trafficking.  

Source: 2014 US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report. 

 

Fact: Australia is primarily a destination country for women subjected to forced prostitution 

and, to an increasing extent, for women and men subjected to forced labour ….  

Source: 2014 US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report. 

“Every citizen can take action by speaking up and insisting that the clothes they wear, the food 

they eat, and the products they buy are made free of forced labour.”  US President Barack Obama  

declaring January 2015 National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. 
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Arriving in Melbourne 
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They are met at the  

airport  

by  

Mr Big 

Fact: Migrant workers can be especially vulnerable to forms of workplace exploitation. 

Slavery, human trafficking for forced labour, sexual servitude and debt bondage are the most 

extreme forms of exploitation and are crimes. 

Australia’s workplace laws require employers to ensure that employees have basic rights in 

the workplace. Everyone in Australia is protected by Australian laws, not just Australian 

citizens.  

Source: Anti-Slavery Australia (antislavery.org.au). 

“The importance of hearing these voices became a reality for me when I first encountered and engaged with  women 

who had been trafficked for sex. Their stories revealed a lifetime of gendered oppression and marginalisation that              

included: family violence; economic deprivation; educational limitations; and the influences on them of class, culture and 

socio-economic status.”  Sr Angela Reed, from her PhD on trafficked women in the Philippines 2014. 
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“Give me your passport” 



 

 11 

 

In Mr Big’s office the young 

women are relieved of their 

passports and money. 

Fact: Some women from Thailand, Malaysia, the Philippines, South Korea, China …. migrate 

to Australia voluntarily intending to work legally or illegally in a number of sectors, including 

the sex trade. Subsequent to their arrival, some of these women are coerced into 

prostitution… sometimes held in captivity, subjected to physical and sexual violence and 

intimidation, manipulated through illegal drugs, and obliged to pay off unexpected or 

inflated debts to their traffickers. 

Source: 2014 US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report. 

 

Fact: Today, the largest known group of trafficked women (in Australia) are from Thailand 

and South Korea.  

Source: Project Respect 2014 (projectrespect.org.au). 

A Thai woman known as "Ning", was trafficked into a Sydney brothel when she was 13. In 2007 she   

became the first person in Australia to be compensated as a victim of sex trafficking. She died in 2014. 
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Slavery → Crimestoppers → Freedom 

1

2 

3 
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1 (top) The two young women are sent to 

work in domestic service at the house of 

Mr Gee. They are not paid and are  

threatened if they try to leave his house. 

They are enslaved. 

2 (centre) After many months the next-door-

neighbour suspects something is not quite right 

and rings Crimestoppers. 

3 (bottom) The Agent, Mr Big and Mr Gee are  

arrested.  

Fact: In 2013, the Government (Australian) and  NGOs identified 21 trafficking victims, 

including 12 subjected to sex trafficking and nine subjected to labour trafficking. 

Source: 2014 US Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report. 

 

Fact: Almost 21 million people (globally) are victims of forced labour – 11.4 million women 

and girls and 9.5 million men and boys. 

Almost 19 million victims are exploited by private individuals or enterprises and over 2 

million by the state or rebel groups. 

Source: International Labour Organization’s report,  2012 Global estimate of Forced Labour  

Sunday 8 February 2015, the Feast of St Josephine Bakhita, marks the first World Day of prayer, 

reflection and action against human trafficking. Sr Josephine, who was born in 1869, was enslaved 

in the Sudan and in Italy. 
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Trial of the traffickers 
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Eventually ... 

The Agent, Mr Big and Mr Gee 

are brought before the court 

and charged with trafficking. 

They are found guilty and are 

remanded for sentencing.  

                                 

 

 

Fact: In Australia, 15 offenders have been convicted of such crimes (human trafficking, slavery and slave

-like practices). The publicly available court judgments about these offenders contain invaluable 

information about the characteristics and motivations of offenders, the intersection of trafficking 

offending with other forms of criminality and the common methods offenders use to control and 

exploit their victims. 

Source: Human trafficking and slavery offenders in Australia 

Trends & issues in crime and criminal justice no. 464 

Frances Simmons, Brynn O’Brien, Fiona David and Laura Beacroft 

ISSN 1836-2206 

Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology, November 2013 

"In a new country there will be no slavery & hence no slaves." 

Captain Arthur Phillip said this in 1787 before leaving England to become the first Governor of New South 

Wales. 
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Support for trafficked people 
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This should be where the story ends… but there are 

many unanswered questions regarding our 

friends… 

What kind of compensation should they receive? 

Should they go home or receive a special visa to 

stay here in Australia? 

Do they deserve an apology from the Government 

or the Australian Public? 

Many organisations are helping to look at these 

questions.                        

Fact: For a number of years the crime of people trafficking has been recognised 

internationally but compensation for victims has not been a key focus of anti-trafficking 

endeavours.  Financial compensation for victims of people trafficking is extremely important 

for practical and symbolic reasons.  Trafficking victims require just compensation to rebuild 

their lives and begin the process of healing.   

Source: ‘Achieving just compensation for victims of people trafficking’  

Christine Carolan and Brendan Wood 

Alternative Law Journal 2012 

“Trafficked persons should be provided with adequate reparations for the harms suffered, which may 

include restitution, compensation, recovery, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition.” 

Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, 2014 
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Many people and organisations around the world are working to eradicate human trafficking. 

Here, we offer information about some of the organisations, though there are many more 

worthy groups not listed. Each organisation has projects you might consider supporting. 

ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) is working towards the 

elimination of human trafficking in Australia, in the Asia Pacific region and Internationally.  

http://acrath.org.au/ 

ANTI-SLAVERY AUSTRALIA is the only specialist legal research and policy centre in Australia focused on 

the abolition of slavery, trafficking and extreme labour exploitation. http://www.antislavery.org.au/ 

 STOP THE TRAFFIK in Australia is led by a coalition of non-government, community and other 

organisations working together against trafficking in Australia and around the world.  

http://www.stopthetraffik.org/Australia 

FAIRTRADE AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND will give you a clear understanding of why our shopping can 

make a difference to the lives of many millions of people in developing countries.  

http://www.fairtrade.com.au 

 

 

Slavery Free Easter 

Today, children as young as 12 years old are picking cocoa in West Africa to make the chocolate we eat. 
Some of these children are trafficked.  Most are forced to pick cocoa from an early 
age for minimal or no wages, for long hours, in dangerous working conditions, 
without any possibility of attending school.   

Most of these children have never tasted chocolate. 

Ten years ago Australian supermarkets did not have any Easter chocolate certified 
as slavery-free, but in 2015 many slavery-free Easter eggs and rabbits available.  

Please use your money wisely and justly. Buy slavery free products, not just at 
Easter but all year round. Check chocolate products and buy ones with one of 
these certification labels: 

 

       

Resources 

“I have seen first hand how modern slavery can devastate lives and rid people of their dignity 

and humanity.”  Kevin Hyland, UK’s first Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner 2014. 

http://acrath.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Easter-2014.jpg
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Each year women and men are trafficked into Australia. Some will end up in prostitution, 

others will work in the construction industry, others in restaurants, on farms and in private 

homes. Too often people have fallen prey to traffickers because of a number of factors 

including poverty. Often, the promise of work and wages is like a lifeline to them and their 

families. Sadly for many, their arrival in Australia is far from what they were promised; they 

find themselves enslaved or in forced labour. The fight against human trafficking has been 

going on for hundreds of years and it continues today.  Thanks to people like Brother David, 

those who are trafficked have a voice and their story will be told over and over. 

Christine Carolan, Executive Officer 

ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) 

 

For many years Brother David O'Brien has worked with a number of media, to face the hard 

questions through artistic expression. This fresh approach to an all-too-common story is most 

welcome. 

Francis J. Moloney, SDB AM FAHA 

Professorial Fellow, Faculty of Theology and Philosophy, Australian Catholic 

University, Melbourne 
  

This book by David O’Brien addresses a cancer in society that must be eradicated. Presenting 

the problem in such a unique and interesting way captures our attention. I commend David’s 

work and encourage those in authority to act urgently to stamp out this crime 

against  humanity. 

Peter Russo 

Russo & Russo Barristers & Solicitors, 

Brunswick 

 

Human trafficking is an open wound on the body of contemporary society, a scourge upon the 

body of Christ. It is a crime against humanity. Pope Francis 2014 
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We ought to recognize that we are facing a 

global phenomenon which exceeds the 

competence of any one community or 

country. In order to eliminate it, we need a 

mobilization comparable in size to that of 

the phenomenon itself. For this reason I 

urgently appeal to all men and women of 

good will, and all those near or far … not to 

become accomplices to this evil, not to turn 

away from the sufferings of our brothers 

and sisters, our fellow human beings, who 

are deprived of their freedom and dignity. 

An extract from Pope Francis’ message, No 

longer slaves, but brothers and sisters, 

released in December 2014  for World Day 

of Peace 1 January 2015. 

 

 

No longer slaves, but brothers and sisters ... 


