
Warmest greetings to all! 

  

In this issue we read once again of energetic and compassionate commitment as      

ACRATH members around the country affirm the dignity of all human beings and   

confront this major global human rights violation of human trafficking. 
  

In the preparation of the June 2012 edition of ACRATH NEWS we have a change of  

editor. I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thanks to Joan Kennedy 

pbvm for her generosity in undertaking the editing task for previous editions. We 

thank you Joan for the care and time you put into telling the story of ACRATH. We 

wish you well as you take up other responsibilities, both within ACRATH and in 

other arenas. 
  

Sarah Menassa-Rose (Franciscan Animator of JPIC and NSW ACRATH Co-

ordinator) has kindly taken up the role of editor. We thank you Sarah for bringing 

your interest and skills to this task. 
  

May we keep alive the hope of Pentecost as we continue to work for justice for all. 
 

Maree Marsh CSB   

From the Chairperson 

Building on Asia-Pacific Networks   

Early this month, whilst visiting one of our sisters who lives in Singapore, I was able 

to reconnect with a number of people involved in support of people who have been 

trafficked into Singapore.  
 

They all expressed great appreciation of the opportunity to share what is happening 

in the human trafficking experience in Singapore.  They are pleased that the  

Government has now launched a National Plan of Action Against Trafficking in  

Persons 2012-2015. It has been prepared by a governmental inter-agency task force.  

NGO’s made some input, including Good Shepherd.    
 

I spent time with Good Shepherd sister Julia Queck, along with Cecilia and Agnes 

Ee, two of the women on the team who visit the “red light district” in Singapore 

each week. Trust has been building with both the women and pimps on the streets 

during the team’s work since August last year. The Good Shepherd Centre, a 

crisis shelter for women at risk has been receiving a number of women who have 

been trafficked, as well as women migrant workers and other women/girls suffering 

from abuse.  
 

Mary Soh FMM is now mainly involved in crisis management situations when they 

arise. She is managing to get human trafficking on more agendas of meetings of Con-

gregational Leaders in the Asian region.   
 

I met at the Archdiocesan Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants 

and Itinerant People (ACMI)  office with Jeremy Khoo, Executive Director of 

ACMI, Hao, and Elizabeth Tan. They are in the early stages of looking at the ques-

tion of human trafficking and how they might respond given that there may be cases 

of trafficking amongst the migrant workers they support. They also respond to many 

calls when people passing through Singapore are in crisis, some of whom are hoping 

to get refugee protection in another country. 
 

Stancea Vichie MSS 
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Special points of 

interest: 

 

 

 The Canberra    

Annual Advocacy Visit 

is scheduled for 

August 19-24, 

2012. Further    

details will be given 

by your State Co-

ordinator. 

 

 

 The National     

Conference and 

AGM for 2013 will 

be held at The 

Centre, Randwick 

NSW on February 

18-20. 
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Professor Bob Pease, Chair of Social Work at Deakin University, Geelong was 

invited by ACRATH Victoria to lead a workshop, exploring masculinity and male 

sexuality as key factors in the promotion of prostitution and trafficking. After 

exploring and demolishing the justifications that men use, Bob moved into the 

myths about men that underpin our culture, and articulated alternative visions of 

men’s sexuality. The afternoon addressed male demand and named ten things 

that men and boys can do to prevent sex trafficking. Bob stressed the fact that if 

men did recognise gender equality they would live richer, fuller and happier lives. 

 

Each input session was followed by a variety of interactions, such as questions 

from the floor, gender groups, and context groups.   

 

Over forty people attended from a wide variety of contexts. As well as teachers 

from girls, co-ed and boys schools, two seminaries and NGO workers from  

Melbourne and South Korea were enthusiastic participants. In the final session, 

each group was asked to report back to the total group at least one action that 

they had resolved to undertake in the elimination of trafficking. Unfortunately, 

only a couple of teachers from boys schools accepted the invitation to attend. A 

small number of teachers knew little about trafficking and expected to learn 

something of facts and figures about trafficking in Australia. The Education  

Committee is working on ways to incorporate Bob’s material in our  

presentations. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of ACRATH Members and the Christian Brothers at 

Treacy Centre, we will make a small profit on the event. 

 

Carol Hogan SSS   Convener ACRATH Vic Education Committee.  

An ACRATH stall during the Service Expo Day on Friday 20th April. Posters giving information about     

human trafficking and about child slavery in the chocolate and cotton industries were displayed along with 

the ACRATH banner. We screened the Anti-Slavery Community Service Announcements.  

  

One thousand boys passed through the auditorium during the expo. We were able to engage quite a few in 

conversation and many boys took a Ferrero postcard to post. A number of the older boys had heard about 

human trafficking but were appalled to think that it is happening in Australia. Some students requested that 

we come back to talk to their human rights group. Teachers indicated interest in having us come and talk 

to classes about the issue. We encouraged staff to raise awareness with male students about the issues  

before they leave school. On our evaluation form we suggested that in future years the boys might benefit 

from having a worksheet to fill in as they walk through the expo. 
  

Noelene Simmons SM and Genny Ryan OSU 

Workshop with Professor Bob Pease 

‘Understanding and Addressing the Demand Side of Sex Trafficking’ 

May 2 Treacy Centre 

Service Expo at Marist College Canberra 

“Perhaps the 

most powerful 

and moving of 

the exercises was 

the construction 

of a timeline of 

violence against 

women, which 

the men made, 

while the women 

looked on.” 
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On Monday 7 May 2012, we were pleased to welcome to the ACRATH office in 

Albert Park, four women from South Korea!  Chonghi, Chonghi, Mee Ray, and Yun 

Mi, who describe themselves as ‘activists’, participated in the ACRATH Professor 

Pease Workshop. They requested to meet and to discuss matters relating to traffick-

ing. It became evident that they are looking to help the women who are trafficked.   

  

They were puzzled about the number of Korean women trafficked into Australia.  

They shared with us that prostitution is illegal in Korea.  We learned that there are 

100 refuges in South Korea for survivors of trafficking.  They described 12 of these 

centres as being ‘progressive’. They brought us some small gifts and cards made by 

the women in one of the centres the “Center for Women’s rights” – Salim. They had 

a list of questions for us and they promised us a range of documents from Korea. 
  

Being by the sea in Beaconsfield Parade had been a treat for them which led them to 

other discoveries of Melbourne as they went back to the city. 
 

Denise Mulcahy FCJ 

A ‘first’ for the ACRATH Victoria Office! 

A Reflection Day focusing on Human Trafficking 

On April 24th I participated  in a RETREAT day for 120, Year 10 students from 

Presentation College Windsor.  The teachers wanted the girls to explore the issue 

of Human Trafficking from a reflective perspective.  

 

I began the day with a presentation on this issue. The teachers followed this up 

with a ‘heart to heart’ exercise, which captured their responses to my talk.  The 

girls then broke into six small groups to work on human trafficking from various 

perspectives. They were invited to prepare a media release or a podcast, to write 

a poem, to compose a song, to prepare an animation or make a diary entry.  

 

I was deeply moved with the breadth and thoughtfulness of all that they shared at 

the completion of the workshops.  The girls were then asked a question. ‘How 

would Nano Nagle, who founded the Presentation Sisters, respond to human  

trafficking if she were alive today?’ Again, in small groups the girls prepared a seven 

minute presentation on what they had learnt about human trafficking. These  

presentations were planned for different year levels throughout the school thus 

ensuring  that  every girl in the College would be informed about Human  

Trafficking.  

 

The day finished with a Eucharist which focussed on the theme of Human  

Trafficking. It is gratifying to know that PCW is demonstrating how the Nano 

Nagle spirit is continuing to be taught and lived in the world today. 

 

Joan Kennedy PBVM 

“How would 

Nano Nagle, 

who founded 

the 

Presentation 

Sisters, respond 

to human 

trafficking if 

she were alive 

today?”  
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National Office 

 

 

52 Beaconsfield Parade 

Albert Park,  

Victoria 3206 

 

Ph: 03 9645 5986   

 

www.acrath.org.au 

 

info@acrath.org.au 

 
 

Network for Peace through Dialogue creates opportunities for individuals and 

groups to engage in constructive conversation in an atmosphere of openness and 

mutual respect. A new educational resource on sex trafficking is now available for 

purchase. It includes a DVD, background information and an outline for discussion.  

For further information visit: http://www.networkforpeace.com/publications.html 

ACRATH CONTACT 

DETAILS 

Great success for the Fairtrade Easter chocolate campaign! Just before Easter the 

Woolworths seasonal confectionary manager rang the ACRATH office to say       
Woolworths now understands the need for more Fairtrade chocolate offerings at 

Easter and other celebratory moments on our calendars like Mothers Day, Christmas 
and Valentines Day. She said that in the lead up to Easter, Woolworths has had plenty 

of feedback from customers concerning the need for Fairtrade Easter eggs. I suggested 
that ACRATH was keen for 100% of chocolate being sold to be Fairtrade certified as 

ACRATH has no tolerance for young boys being trafficked into cocoa plantations in 
West Africa, the source of so much of the world's cocoa. 
 

Also just before Easter the managing director of Ferrero agreed to meet in Sydney 
with a delegation from Stop The Traffik to discuss the need to independently certify 

the cocoa used to make Ferrero chocolate. Though at our initial contact he was not 
convinced of the need for Fairtrade certification, the managing director has now     

released a timetable for moving Ferrero into using Fairtrade certified cocoa for 100% 
of its output. This is great news for ethical chocolate eaters! And both these encoun-

ters show us that assertive justice-focussed consumers will make a difference. 
 

Next challenges for ACRATH members and friends? We are asking people to send a 
postcard to Darrel Lea requesting that they use cocoa that is independently certified 
not to have involved trafficked or slave labour. We are also distributing postcards ask-

ing Rivers to ensure that their products do not contain Uzbekistani cotton until that 
government stops using forced child labour.  
 

Want to order some postcards? Email me projects@acrath.org.au 
 

Christine Carolan  National Projects Co-ordinator 

Fairtrade Update 

Useful Resource  

The expansion of ACRATH over the past two years has created new demands on our  

resources; we need an extra $50,000 per annnum to meet current commitments. In this 

edition of our newsletter, ACRATH wishes to acknowledge several generous donations 

from religious congregations and schools to assist us to tackle human trafficking.  

Above:  

Logos for 3 forms of   

certification of cocoa. 
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