
The ACRATH National Committee met on 7th and 8th November in Melbourne. 
 

It was very heartening to read in his Easter message that Pope Francis drew attention 
to human trafficking and described it as "the most extensive form of slavery in this 
21st century."  As Archbishop of Buenos Aires, on the occasion of Eucharist  for 
victims of trafficking and enslavement in September 2011, he said, "I come to ask 
Jesus to guide us with the tenderness they deserve in caring for our sisters and 
brothers enslaved ...  teach us to mourn for this bondage of Buenos Aires, teach us to 
be more united, and fight for this city to have no more slaves." 
 

We too share Pope Francis' pain as he laments human trafficking, and we pray we 
may continue being united in our fight for our cities to have no-one enslaved. Our 
thanks to all for generous commitment in doing all we can to eliminate this terrible 
phenomenon of slavery. 
 

ACRATH's National Committee met on Thursday 11th and Friday 12th April at Albert 
Park. Each Regional Coordinator brought to the meeting stories of ACRATH activities 
throughout Australia and overseas. There is no doubt that the inspiring work in 
advocacy, networking and the personal support of women and men trafficked far 
exceed the required expectations from the Attorney General's Department.  
 

As this issue goes to print we express our heartfelt dismay and concern for the  
people of Bangladesh in the needless loss of life and livelihood in the factory collapse. 
We join our voice to the worldwide call for better safety and better wages in the 
factories. We call on Western clothing companies to ensure just, safe and dignified 
conditions for the people working for their labels.   

From the National Chairperson 

Things to CELEBRATE 

New Slavery Legislation 
In February ACRATH received with great joy the news that the Australian Senate had  
passed the Crimes Legislation Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and 
People Trafficking) Bill 2012.  ACRATH took part in the consultations that led to the 
drafting of this Bill and along with other NGOS has been advocating for legislative 
changes so that perpetrators can be prosecuted and victims protected. 
 

The new legislation includes offences such as forced labour, forced marriage, organ 
trafficking and harbouring a person.  In passing this legislation the Australian 
Government is making a strong statement that these behaviours are not acceptable in 
Australia.   
 

Commonwealth Procurement announcement by PM 
The Prime Minister Julia Gillard announced that the Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions 
and People Trafficking Act was signed into law on 7th March 2013. She indicated that 
Australia is updating its National Action Plan to combat trafficking, slavery and forced 
marriage and it is hoped this plan will be implemented in 2014. 
 

The Prime Minister has also announced a new whole-of-government strategy to 
reinforce ethical behaviour in procurement so that no firm providing goods or services 
to the Commonwealth is tainted by slavery or people-trafficking anywhere in the 
supply chain.  
 

Nestle announcement 
ACRATH was delighted to receive the media release from Nestlé Australia dated 19th 
February 2013 regarding the use of certified cocoa used in products produced in 
Australia.  The document states “Nestlé Australia announced today that every 
chocolate it sells is now independently certified to ensure the cocoa is sourced and 
produced sustainably on farms with safe working conditions…the Nestlé Cocoa Plan 
is helping farmers to run profitable farms, eliminate the use of child labour and ensure 
a sustainable supply of cocoa.” 
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Special point of 
interest: 
 
EASTER 2014 
 
Supermarkets are 
placing their 2014 
orders now. So lets 
start our campaign. 
 
Write to the CEO of 
your supermarket 
asking them to sell 
more certified eggs 
in 2014.  
 
Join ACRATH in 
supporting the 
STOP THE 
TRAFFIK letter 
writing campaign 
and hopefully next 
Easter we’ll be 
eating certified 
eggs.  
 
Refer to this link for 
letter templates 
 
http://
acrath.org.au/3457/
easter-eggs-gone-
but-not-forgotten/  
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The ACRATH RAP is our Radio Awareness Project. ACRATH has employed a community development 
worker, Brigid Corcoran, to disseminate information about human trafficking to community language 
speakers via ethnic radio programs. With permission from Jennifer Burn, the audio tracks from Anti Slavery 
Australia’s excellent 45 second DVD clips about forced labour in Australia are been translated into a number 
of languages. Brigid has negotiated with interpreters, community language program managers and radio 
stations to air the community service announcements throughout 2013. 
 

Brigid Corcoran and Jennifer Burn presented at the recent AMaRWA  (Australian Migrant and Refugee 

Women's Alliance) inaugural conference in Canberra.  Brigid reports that the RAP was very well received by 

conference participants. "There were a number of representatives of ethnic communities who asked to be 

involved in the RAP and identified the need for greater awareness on human trafficking and slavery in their 

communities. " 

A group of four formed the March 2013 ACRATH advocacy group. We spent four days working together in 
Canberra visiting parliamentarians and departmental officers. We were keen to affirm the passing of the 
Crimes Legislation Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and People Trafficking) Act 2013 and the 
recent announcement by the Prime Minister regarding ethical Commonwealth procurement.  We particularly 
sought meetings with Ministers, Shadow Ministers and their advisors. 
 

Outcomes 
On the fourth day we felt we had achieved our goals. It was good to find that the work of ACRATH was once 
again respected and affirmed.  This affirmation was across parties.  It is clear that the work of fighting human 
trafficking is an issue that has bipartisan support.  
 

Additional Events 
While in Canberra we attended two events as well as our advocacy meetings: 

 a public hearing on the Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and People Trafficking Inquiry conducted by 
the Human Rights subcommittee of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and Trade during which the Australian Federal Police gave evidence. It was especially pleasing to 
hear the AFP acclaim as helpful to their work the new slavery legislation that came into effect on 
March 8

th
 2013   

 the Australian launch of the Ferrero Corporate Social Responsibility Report of 2011. We are excited 
that a business sees its commitment to a slavery free supply chain, amongst other acts of social 
responsibility, as something in its own corporate interests. Giovanni Ferrero in his introduction writes: 
'Ferrero is committed to reaching 100% certified as traceable and sustainable cocoa ... before 2020 
and to improving the living conditions of farmers in some of the poorest countries in the world' 

 
 

The ACRATH RAP 

Canberra Advocacy 
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Volunteers for the community 
service announcements at  
Northwest FM community 

radio  

With Laurie Ferguson MP With the Attorney General’s Department With Italian Ambassador 



Margaret Ng and Ann Laidlaw attended the Prevent People Trafficking Conference in New Zealand in 
April. 

 
The Briefing on the 57

th
 Session of the Commission for the Status of Woman was held in Canberra on 

Monday 29
th

 April. Genny Ryan attended this event. At the request of Lucy van Kessel, who networked 
with the Australian delegation to CSW57 in New York, NACRATH member Lynne Crilley also attended 
this event. 

 
After seeing the CathNews item on ACRATH Rap, ACRATH was contacted by the Director of Mission at 

Calvary Hospital in Wagga Wagga. Noelene Simmons, Lynne Crilley and Patricia May Bell will go to 
Wagga this month to give presentations to hospital staff and staff involved with the Refugee Monitoring 
Project at the hospital. 

 
Congratulations to Margaret Ng and Christine Carolan who were invited to speak at the public hearings 

of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade on the Inquiry into Slavery, 
Slavery-Like Conditions and People Trafficking. Margaret, ably assisted by Noelene Simmons, 
presented in Sydney (22 April) and Christine presented in Melbourne (8 May). On both occasions other 
members of ACRATH were present, supporting the speakers. Laurie Ferguson paid tribute to the work 
of ACRATH in the initiation of this Inquiry. SBS interviewed Christine following the Melbourne hearing 
and it was aired on the 6:30pm news. 

 
Victims of Crime Assistance for 5 trafficked women. Early in 2013 ACRATH in Victoria celebrated the 

5
th
 successful Victims of Crime Assistance case run by our pro bono law firm, Allens. Christine met with 

the Allens partner and her assisting lawyers to thank them for the 4 year project. Allens will write up the 
successful cases and use the de-identified material on the Community Legal Centres website, and 
possibly also as published material. The pro bono barrister who ran the cases for the 5 trafficked 
women has donated to ACRATH the fees paid to her by the Tribunal.  

 
In South Australia, CRIS (Catholic Resource & Information Service) has put together a kit of human 

trafficking resources which includes books, DVDs, lists of websites, teaching material and other 
information for schools, Parishes and groups. This kit will be duplicated and on permanent loan for use 
within the Port Pirie Diocese.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop the Traffik postcards can be ordered by sending your name,  
number of cards and postal address to australia@stopthetraffik.org 

News in Brief 

News from Queensland 

Qld ACRATH have recently run two workshops. Fr Ray Sanchez and Sr Joan Murphy presented ACRATH 
information at the annual Iona College Justice Day. The second workshop was in response to a request for 
ACRATH to run a workshop at the launch day of a new student advocacy group at St Joseph’s Nudgee 
College. Brother Jim Darcy kindly responded to this request. 
 
We have been involved in promoting the Easter Chocolate Campaign, and a number of parishes in 
Brisbane have responded and have been promoting the purchase of  
Free Trade chocolate during the Easter period. There have also been a  
couple of requests via the ACRATH website as to where Fair Trade chocolate 
may be purchased. So awareness is certainly increasing. 
 
We are being kept busy exploring possible labour exploitation 
cases which have recently come to our attention,  
this will be an ongoing project. 
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Maree and Noelene at an 
International Women’s 
Day event. 
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National Office 

 

 

52 Beaconsfield Parade 

Albert Park,  

Victoria 3206 

 

Ph: 03 9645 5986   

 

www.acrath.org.au 

 

info@acrath.org.au 

 
 

Remembering all Person Affected by Human Trafficking 
based on a prayer prepared by the Sisters of Charity in Ireland.   

http://aptireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/AMomentofPrayer.pdf  

 
 

Come, Holy Spirit! 
Come, free us to stand with and for those who are forced into situations of exploitation. 

Come, bring us understanding, inspiration, wisdom, and the courage needed to stay on the 
journey. 

Come, O Holy Spirit, show us the way. 

ACRATH CONTACT 

DETAILS 

Fair Trade Fortnight is an annual celebration of all things  
Fairtrade! This year Fair Trade Fortnight will run  
from 4-19th May, with World Fair Trade Day falling on  
Saturday the 11th of May.  
 
For further information visit the  
Fairtrade Australia New Zealand Website  
http://fairtrade.com.au/ 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaigns 

Resource 

Above:  

Logos for 3 forms of   

certification of cocoa. 

The expansion of ACRATH over the past two years has created new demands on our  

resources; we need an extra $50,000 per annnum to meet current commitments. In this 

edition of our newsletter, ACRATH wishes to acknowledge several generous donations 

from religious congregations and schools to assist us to tackle human trafficking.  

 

We also acknowledge the funds received under a grant from the Australian Government. 
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