
DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY CONFERENCE IN NY 

Sr Ann Laidlaw dc and Christine Carolan, ACRATH National Projects Coordinator, 

represented the Australian province at a Daughters of Charity anti trafficking             

conference in NY in the first week of August 2013. The Daughters of Charity work on 

trafficking in Australia is through their membership of ACRATH.  

During the conference week the 20 participants, 

representing Ireland, Kenya, the UK, the USA 

and Australia, heard challenging presentations 

relating to human trafficking. Topics             

included globalisation, pornography and      

popular culture, microfinance as a prevention 

strategy, care for trafficked people, and the   

importance of networking. The group was    

addressed by a woman who had been trafficked 

into the USA.  

By the end of the week, the conference         

participants had developed country-by-country action 

plans. This was celebrated at the Commissioning Service at the end of the meeting. 

(photo below). Ann and Christine felt we were able to contribute ideas and enthusi-

asm to the exploration of issues. There are also new challenges for ACRATH to       

consider, particularly the ACRATH response to advocacy on pornography, and the 

challenge to work globally and effectively on  slavery-

free supply chains. 

ACTION PLANNING 

Action planned at the conference includes awareness 

raising, establishing more links with other like-minded 

groups, especially with young people, with staff of the 

congregational hospitals and services, and with other 

Daughters of Charity in source countries.  

Some provinces will explore more provision of    

housing for trafficked women. The group will promote 

prayer for the survivors of human trafficking. They 

will encourage others to buy products with slavery-

free supply chains, beginning with chocolate, and they 

will be more engaged consumers. 
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MORE NETWORKING IN NY 
While in NY Ann and Christine met representatives of Mercy Global Concern, Good    

Shepherd and UNANIMA, an NGO representing 18 congregations. Conversations ranged 

over global networking, particularly about how to get trafficking acknowledged in          

sustainable development goals over the coming 6 months. 



ACRATH in Washington DC 

Ann Laidlaw dc and Christine Carolan had four meetings in    

Washington DC on 12 and 13 August 2013. We aimed to explore 

networking, learn from others’ experience and share what we, 

ACRATH, are doing. The theme of global collaboration and       

collegial action emerged from the meetings.  

 

We had meetings with    
 Rachael West, Second Secretary (Political) of the Embassy of 

Australia  

 US Conference of Catholic Bishops & Franciscans Action      

Network 

 US State Department Trafficking In Persons (TIP) Office 

 Advisors to Senator Harkin and Congressman Engel 

 

Sr Ann Laidlaw dc and Christine 

Carolan speak at the USCCB -                

US Conference of Catholic Bishops    

 

 

Ambassador Luis CdeBaca 

(left) and Kendra Krieder

(right) meet with ACRATH 

& Franciscans Action 

Network at the Trafficking 

In Persons (TIP) office at 

the US State Dept. 

WE LEARNT 
* about Sisters’ work educating hotels re trafficking especially around sporting events 

* that at US Consulates and Embassies across the globe there are staff members  

responsible for TIP work and also possibly able to allocate funding; this may be useful 

to our Asia Pacific colleagues 

* about the need for a global consumer voice on slavery-free supply chains 

* that staff at 2 Embassies in DC have recently been accused of trafficking into         

domestic service, something ACRATH has had on its radar in Melbourne in the past 

few years 

ACTION NEXT STEPS?  

After our time in the USA, we are keen to network more globally. We think we can    

target companies like Hershey’s to encourage a slavery-free supply chain; we can expand 

our work on supply chains for cocoa, cotton and seafood. We are keen to look at cam-

paigning against the trafficking of children into the manufacturing of child pornography. 

 

After a meeting with 

staff from Senator 

Harkin & Congressman 

Engel’s offices about 

slavery-free supply 

chains. Aust Embassy 

staff joined us. 

 

 

Advocating for slavery-

free cocoa in chocolate 

at Times Square in NY 

Contact us - projects@acrath.org.au 


