
The ACRATH National Committee met on 7th and 8th November in Melbourne. 
 
Anne Tormey rsm, ACRATH President, began her report with a reflection on two people whose 

contribution to the fight against trafficking is significant: Sr Carol Hogan sss, highly valued member of 

ACRATH Victoria and former ACRATH Secretary, and Pope Francis. 
 

Anne credited Carol, who died in 2014, with revealing ‘some of the hidden dimensions of ACRATH 

that we do not report on, but can allude to. We are here as contemplatives in action, united in our 

response to the gospel of Jesus, potentially gifts to one another and to the people with whom we 

connect in this work, who in their turn grace us.’ 
 

Reflecting on the contribution of Pope Francis, Anne said the past 15 months ‘have been marked by 

initiatives at the Vatican in relation to combating human trafficking which demonstrate the lucidity, 

passion and decisive action of Pope Francis in his approach to this issue’. 
 

The renewal of  ACRATH’s funding to 2017 was significant and Anne outlined some of the many 

achievements that had been listed in ACRATH’s progress report on strategic objectives to the 

government. This impressive list covered: 
 ACRATH’s many projects and programs to raise awareness of human trafficking, its causes and 

the scope for action. 

 ACRATH’s work to ensure that the complex needs of people trafficked into Australia are met. 
 ACRATH’s collaboration with like-minded organization in Australia, in the Asia Pacific region, 

and globally to advocate for measures to address human trafficking. 

 ACRATH’s work to ensure future sustainability. 
 

Anne concluded by paying tribute to all ACRATH members, the national committee, all staff and 

volunteers, the Brigidine Sisters, the Christian Brothers and Edmund Rice Education Australia and 

Catholic Religious Australia. 
 

Annual Conference and AGM (25-27 February) 

The Year That Was 

Here’s a snapshot of ACRATH’s year - 2014 
 

203 Presentations 
128 Items uploaded to the ACRATH 

website 

89 Email communications and e-news 

36 Trafficked people assisted 

311 Network meetings 

79  MP visits  

 (46 members of House of 

 Representatives and 17 Senators) 

10,273 Donated hours 
$261,242  Estimated cost of the donated 

hours 

March 2015  
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One In A Thousand Stories, Brother David O’Brien’s creative response to human trafficking and forced labour, was 

launched at the conference. The 20-page booklet brings together his tapestries, his words, facts and figures and the 

thoughtful and sometimes challenging words of others working in the area. 
 

Brother David, a Salesian Brother, decided to create the picture book a couple of years ago after returning from a 2010 

sabbatical in Sangre De Cristo in New Mexico. 
 

“Among the wonderful things we learned was how to do needlepoint, weaving and tapestry. Also at Sangre we focussed on 

justice – a passion I have had most of my religious life as a Salesian Brother. So during the sabbatical I decided that when I 

returned to Australia I would join a group that was dealing with an issue of justice in the community. Initially, I thought of 

working with refugees but I guess God, through the person of Good Shepherd Sister Tania de Jong led me to ACRATH 

(Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans). One thing led to another and ‘One In A Thousand Stories’ 

came about,” Brother David said. 
 

The head of the Salesians Australia-Pacific Province, Fr Greg Chambers, attended the launch along with some friends of 

Brother David. ACRATH member, Sr Carole McDonald officially launched the book, commenting on  

the story’s journey from the 2014 conference. 
 

“Last year Brother David came to the conference and showed his tapestries and ran a workshop.  

We heard then about his idea for a book. This year, here we are launching the book, the fruit of all  

his hopes,” Sr Carole said. 
 

One in a Thousand Stories is now on the ACRATH website. If you would like more information about  

the booklet or to use any of the images, please contact Brother David at dobrien@salesians.org.au. 
 

 
      
 
 
 

Creative Response to Human Trafficking and Forced Labour  

From Little things Big Things Grow 
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Louise Cleary traced the evolution of ACRATH, from a shared coffee with Pauline Coll in 2003 to an 

organisation that now operates around the country and includes hundreds of participants. Two other 

key ACRATH founders, Margaret Ng and Tania de Jong also shared their early memories during the 10 

years celebration at the conference. 
 

“We needed United Nations action in order to get action in this country so we pursued it through 

CEDAW. We, ACRATH, are still pursuing it because there is a lot that we still need to do,” Louise 

said. 
 

Margaret and Tania both touched on the importance of building networks in order to strengthen 

ACRATH over the years. Since ACRATH began, many unlikely alliances have been forged, but the 

trafficked person has been at the heart of the collaboration. 
 

Jennifer Burn from Anti-Slavery Australia during a later conference presentation said the shadow report 

to CEDAW was “frontier advocacy”. She too paid tribute to the commitment within ACRATH to 

work collaboratively with all players. 

Happy Anniversary 

ACRATH! 

“Once we have a better understanding of sex trafficking, 

we can develop better responses, allocate aid and other 

resources more effectively and advocate in a more 

focussed way.”  

 
Angela Reed rsm 

mailto:dobrien@salesians.org.au


Thanks to Louise Cleary csb who gave a snapshot of who is doing what around the world in response to current problems and 

emerging issues. 
 

Louise unraveled the complex web of committees, panels and experts that NGOs need to work through, particularly at the UN 

level,  in order to bring about ‘local’ and systemic change to human trafficking policies and laws. In Australia the early anti-trafficking 

work was done through CEDAW, the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women. In the 2006 

Shadow report to CEDAW there were 27 issues raised; Louise explained that ACRATH and others have been working for the past 

decade to tackle those issues. 
 

Louise paid tribute to the many religious congregations around the world who are working collaboratively, developing important 

global networks and sharing resources. These are important not just in advocacy work, but also for the repatriation of people who 

have been trafficked. 
 

Louise outlined global trends and developments that are challenging organisations such as ACRATH: 

 Tendency to focus efforts on awareness-raising. 

 Political advocacy has given attention to having legislation introduced or improved. For example in Australia, US and Canada. 

 Minimal political will to fund and enforce legislation – countries need to be named and shamed.  
 Urbanisation and the movement of people into cities and industrialisation is linked to human trafficking for labour – evident in 

countries such as Kenya and Nigeria. 

 Broad ‘church’ of groups addressing services, rescue, rehabilitation, repatriation, but less  

focus on prevention. 

 Trafficking for sexual exploitation is still the largest form of trafficking, although forced labour  

trafficking is increasing. 

 Use of technologies which can help, and hinder, activists 

 Human trafficking is gender skewed - 49% women, 21% girls versus 18% men, 12% boys  

(Global Report 2014) 

A Global Context 
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Women’s Voices Heard in Sex Trafficking Research 

Sister Angela Reed rsm challenged participants at this year’s conference to rethink how they view people trafficked into sex work 

and labour. Rethink the stories, the images and the language used when discussing the issue. Angela said the ‘rethink’ was necessary 

if we are to fully hear the stories of the women involved. 
 

Angela presented on her PhD thesis, Exploiting Vulnerability: A Study of the Lives of Filipino Women Who Have Been Trafficked into Sex 

Work. Through the research Angela, and her assistant, Marietta Latonio, gave a human face to sex trafficking and explored the 

complex lives of 40 trafficked women. 
 

She said for too long sex trafficking has been attributed to poverty alone. However, it is more complicated and whilst the cause is 

demand for sex services, traffickers prey on those who have myriad vulnerabilities, which can include childhood abuse, social 

isolation, lack of education and specific ‘local’ factors. Tragically, for many women, sex trafficking is part of a lifelong continuum of 

violence that begins when they are young girls, some as young as three.  
 

Angela’s research was conducted at the Good Shepherd Welcome House and Good Shepherd Recovery Centre in Cebu in the 

Philippines, which are shelters for women who were, or had been, exploited in the sex trade. More than two thirds of the women 

interviewed by Angela had suffered sexual abuse from a young age. She said this challenged and even dispelled the common view 

that sex trafficking is a one-off event, or that young girls are snatched from their villages and safe communities and sold, or forced 

into sex work. 
 

Angela argues that sex trafficking needs to be considered through multiple paradigms including, economic, globalisation, migration, 

human rights, gender, organised crime and local. Marietta explored some of the local factors in the Philippines, which included 

colonisation, the presence of US army bases which has given rise to the view of women and children as tourist attractions, the 

Catholic Church’s male dominated Judeo-Christian view of sexuality, poverty and disasters such as typhoon Yolanda which 

displaces communities and the exportation of labour (63% of women working overseas are aged 15 to 35) leaving many children at 

home without their mother and vulnerable. 
 

“When we hear policy makers, or organisations talk about sex trafficking, we need to constantly ask, who will benefit from what 

they are saying or doing. Is it the women who are being trafficked for sex who will benefit?” Angela said. 
 

Angela challenged participants to: 

- Consider use of language, for example using the term prostituted woman rather than prostitute. The former term reveals a lot 

more.  

- Consider images used to represent women who have been trafficked. The common image of a woman in chains can simplify the 

issue and fail to recognise the more sinister and subtle methods used to enslave women. 

- Always hold the woman’s experience at the centre of any discussion on sex trafficking. An example is raid or rescue of women. 

What happens to them after a rescue? Are there services to support them, etc? What may be considered a rescue by workers may 

be perceived by women as a raid.  
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A theme through the ACRATH Conference was the frequent use of forced labour for the production 
of goods for others. The challenge to us all was clear – what part do we play in the production of 
slavery-free products? ACRATH members were delighted when they went to make their cup of tea at 
the national conference in Templestowe and discovered the conference centre has switched to 
slavery-free tea bags; the Rainforest Alliance green frog logo is on every bag. 
 

Slavery-free chocolate, especially in the lead up to Easter, was  
discussed. ACRATH members were encouraged to get onto our  
website and to take at least one action. 
 

Perhaps the greatest challenge came from ‘across the ditch’, when  
Marist Brother Peter Horide presented on trafficking in New Zealand’s  
fishing industry. Peter, on behalf of ANZRATH, said the New Zealand  
Government sold fishing rights to its waters a few years ago to earn revenue. Now they are faced 
with an enormous human trafficking problem, which they are under pressure to solve. 
 

It is believed that transnational commercial enterprises are fishing off the New Zealand coastline 
using workers recruited in Asian countries who are working in slave like conditions to pay off bonds.  
 

According to the 2014 US State Department Trafficking in Persons report, “Foreign men from 
Indonesia aboard foreign-flagged fishing vessels in New Zealand territorial waters are subjected to 
forced labor, including through debt bondage, confiscation of passports, underpayment of wages, 
imposition of significant debts, poor living and working conditions, and physical and sexual abuse.” 
 

Peter said groups such as ANZRATH and the relevant unions were continuing to pressure the 
government to address the issue by making all foreign charter vessels fishing in New Zealand 
territorial waters to operate as New Zealand-flagged vessels and abide by New Zealand’s Health and 
Labour laws. 
 

The question for us all when we drink our tea, open our can of fish or eat our chocolate remains the 
same. Is it a slavery free product? That’s the challenge for our congregations, homes, workplaces, 
parishes and communities – only buy goods that can show a slavery-free supply chain. 

ACRATH CONTACT 

DETAILS 

 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

Where are we in the goods and services supply chain? 

We acknowledge the 

funds received under 

a grant from the 

Australian 

Government. 

ACRATH also needs 

core business funding 

and additional funding 

for special projects. 

 

Please consider a 

regular donation to 

ACRATH so that we 

can plan ahead. 

 

Contact Christine at 

the National Office. 
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Annual conference photos 


