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Preface:  The Changing Context in which ACRATH operates 

Initially, in this report I would like to recall with you some of the global developments in the past year, 
2016, which have had a bearing on the practices of human trafficking and modern slavery. 

The United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda adopted in 2015 and designed to end poverty, 
fight injustice and protect the planet came into effect on the 1 January 2016 to guide the decisions of its 
194 member states for the next 15 years. Many of its goals and targets cannot be achieved without 
eliminating child labour, human trafficking and slavery. 

In June 2016, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reported that conflict and 
persecution caused global forced displacement to escalate sharply in 2015 reaching 65.3 million people, 
with 1 person in every 113 people affected, the highest level ever recorded. Furthermore, it estimated that 
about half of the world’s refugees in 2015 were children, many separated from their parents or travelling 
alone. Displaced persons, minorities and other marginalised groups are vulnerable to traumatic experiences 
including human trafficking. 

While there is universal acceptance that there is no moral, legal, or economic justification for human 
trafficking and contemporary slavery, its eradication is dependent on awareness, resources and political 
will. Theresa May in July last year on becoming Prime Minister vowed that Britain would lead the fight 
against modern slavery, calling it “the great human rights issue of our time”. In an address at the United 
Nations in September she called for more cross border co-operation to combat this crime. The Trafficking in 
Persons Report in 2016 (United States Department of State) emphasised that there is nothing inevitable 
about human trafficking. It identified the adoption or amendment of trafficking laws by 30 countries in the 
past year as a positive indication of growing political will. 

The issue of law enforcement continues to be critical in the fight against human trafficking for the paucity 
of prosecutions and convictions globally continues to make human trafficking an attractive, low risk crime.  
The annual meeting of the Santa Marta group, a Catholic Church/ Police Global Trafficking Initiative was 
held this year in Rome from the 26-27 October. The delegates reported to Pope Francis on actions taken 
since the Group was launched in 2014. 
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Pope Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si refers to the “cry of the earth and the cry of the poor”. Kevin Bales, 
noted UK human trafficking, slavery researcher and activist, has spent seven years researching the link 
between environmental degradation and human trafficking and slavery. In 2016 he published, Blood and 
Earth: Modern Slavery, Ecocide and the Secret to Saving the World, in which he argues that where slavery 
exists so does massive environmental destruction. Some of the most destructive industries on the planet, 
illegal tropical deforestation, wildcat mining for gold and other minerals, reckless fishing that destroys 
coastal mangrove swamps, brickmaking with kilns that release powerful greenhouse gases,  use slave 
labour –  kidnapped, child and indentured labour, and deny people their traditional livelihood. He maintains 
that if slavery were a country it would leave the third largest CO2 emissions on the planet. He contends 
that the ability to end modern slavery and ecocide begins at the consumer level. 

There is growing awareness that slavery is woven into all our lives; that each of us has a slavery footprint. A 
major focus of our Conference in 2016 was on issues related to slavery free supply chains for commodities.  

ACRATH Strategic Objectives 2014-2017 

In reporting on our progress in relation to ACRATH’s Strategic Plan for the period 2014-2017 the following 
were significant achievements in 2016. 

Objective 1: Raise awareness of human trafficking, its causes and the scope for action 

 ACRATH collaborated with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) in 2016 in preparing 
materials for the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action against human trafficking on 8 
February, the Feast of St Josephine Bakhita and in leading and participating in events within the 
regions. 

 In South Australia, this initiative was ably led by Sr Mary Mercer rsj, former regional coordinator. 
Mary’s death in September was experienced as a great sadness, for Mary’s steadfast commitment, 
and integrity of personhood were widely recognized and valued. ACRATH SA continued to work 
with the African Community Council of the Archdiocese and with the Canossian Sisters. 

  ACRATH in all Australian states and the ACT embraced the Slavery Free Easter Chocolate Campaign 
and the Stop the Traffik, Traffik Free Easter Campaign. ACRATH developed a number of resources 
with other groups and distributed these throughout their networks targeting major organizations, 
secondary schools and church communities. In the ACT, ACRATH presented on Fair Trade Chocolate 
to children in primary schools and distributed campaign resources for children to use. 

 Christine Carolan and Noelene Simmons authored Catholic Social Justice Series paper No 79, 
Human Trafficking and Slavery: A Response from Australian Catholics, for the Australian Catholic 
Social Justice Council. This document which includes a guide to facilitate reflection, dialogue and 
action, is intended for extensive use both regionally and nationally to raise awareness of the issue. 

 In 2016, ACRATH members engaged with communities, NGOs, government organizations, parishes, 
churches, schools and conferences in six capital cities and in specific regional, rural and remote 
areas of Australia. A total of 108 presentations/workshops/training days/forums were given in 
NSW, VIC, SA, WA, QLD, ACT to schools, parishes, and specific community groups. ACRATH hosted/ 
participated in 134 meetings with counter trafficking NGO’s and networks in all states and the ACT. 

 The ACRATH resource My Rights–My Future: Forced Marriage Kit for Australian Secondary Schools 
was developed with funding through the Attorney General’s Department. The resource was 
uploaded to the Anti-Slavery Australia website https://www.mybluesky.org.au/ to facilitate broader 
inclusion in the curriculum of secondary schools across Australia. Teachers, school welfare staff and 

https://www.mybluesky.org.au/
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frontline workers in South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales have been involved in 
presentations and training sessions. ACRATH also has a small project focusing on schools in rural 
and regional Australia. ACRATH is part of the forced marriage networks in Melbourne and Sydney. 

 ACRATH Queensland held public meetings in Gladstone, Bundaberg, Blackwater and Rockhampton 
to raise awareness of human trafficking and to promote the formation of cluster groups. Groups in 
Gladstone and Bundaberg met subsequently. ACRATH QLD in producing a calendar for a third year 
involved a range of partner organizations who provided information about their counter trafficking 
initiatives. The calendar promotes awareness of human trafficking, the work of ACRATH and 
ACRATH’s project partners, as well as contributing to the financial stability of ACRATH. The calendar 
also generates an annual donation to an Asian partner organisation funding a repatriation initiative 
for trafficked women. 

 An ACRATH NSW fundraising event, Music for Freedom, showcased music groups from Sydney 
schools in raising awareness among students and their families. ACRATH NSW engaged in a series 
of meetings with Parish Social Justice Groups and Pastoral Councils to plan “16 days of activism 
against gender based violence”. They worked with law students at the Australian Catholic 
University in relation to labour trafficking. Meetings were held in the following regional areas: 
Wollongong, Mittagong, Newcastle, Bourke, Wagga Wagga, Tamworth and Armidale. 

 ACRATH Victoria has continued to resource school communities by promoting the ACRATH 
Education Resource. In November a very successful workshop was held at the Melbourne Catholic 
Education Office. Members also resourced solicitors from Nicholes Family Lawyers on forced 
marriage issues in relation to a paper currently being prepared for the Victorian Law Council. 
Meetings were held in Mildura, Shepparton, Morwell, Wangaratta, Ballarat, Bendigo, Apollo Bay 
and Geelong. 

 ACRATH members in Western Australia organised the visit to Perth and Melbourne of Marietta 
Latonio, prominent social worker, women’s advocate and researcher from the Philippines. In her 
speaking engagements she shared stories of women who have experienced trafficking and sexual 
exploitation. These events enabled her to raise $9,000 to support a project to address the needs of 
the children of trafficked women in Cebu. ACRATH WA collaborated with multi faith leaders 
concerned to engage men and boys in stopping violence against women and met with the mid- 
west anti-trafficking group in Geraldton. They continue to work with other agencies to eliminate 
labour trafficking in WA. 

 The ACRATH Radio Awareness Project (RAP) has taken a new approach to raising awareness of 
human trafficking within culturally and linguistically diverse communities, developing materials to 
raise awareness of forced labour in rural and remote communities. Involvement with the Catholic 
Migrant and Refugee Chaplains group has continued. 

 ACRATH members worked with the following media: 
CathNews, a national daily e-bulletin; ABC Radio in Sydney; SBS TV news commentary; BuzzFeed; 
The Herald Sun; Catholic newspapers and websites in Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, 
Parramatta, Brisbane and Toowoomba. 

 The ACRATH website, as well as the Facebook and Twitter pages, have been well utilised within the 
wider community. In 2016, 109 items were uploaded to the ACRATH website, 355 new posts to the 
Facebook and Twitter pages and there were 4 newsletters and 25 e-newsletters. 
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Objective 2: Work to ensure that the rights and complex needs of people trafficked into Australia    
are met 

 ACRATH members provided companionship to 22 women who had been trafficked and 21 of their 
children referred to ACRATH in Qld, NSW, Vic, and WA. ACRATH members were able to access 
funds through the Conrad N. Hilton Fund for Sisters to meet some of the immediate needs of these 
trafficked women and children. An application for a further grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Fund 
for Sisters has been made. 

 Focused support for ACRATH members volunteering companionship is now provided by a volunteer 
Pastoral Care Supervisor and a policy on Companionship produced by the Companionship Working 
Group. In WA members are assisting in the provision of safe house accommodation for trafficked 
women and are collaborating with the Salvation Army to develop and resource a Freedom 
Partnership Network to assist people who have been trafficked. 

 One woman companioned for eight years was finally granted Permanent Residency in 2016. 
ACRATH while providing companionship advocated with the Federal Government for a resolution to 
this woman’s visa status and for a compassionate and expedited response to the visa claims of 
women who may also fall through the cracks.  

 Some people have been assisted to re-settle in their home countries. ACRATH continues to build an 
Asia-wide list of people offering to help with repatriations and links to trafficked people’s families. 

 ACRATH has continued to work in collaboration with Red Cross, Anti-Slavery Australia, and the 
Freedom Partnership, in advocating for support services accessible to trafficked people. 

 ACRATH has continued to work with the Law Faculty of Australian Catholic University and other 
Non-Government Organizations to strengthen the case for financial compensation for people 
trafficked into Australia. 

 ACRATH has begun work with Catholic hospitals to explore their roles in addressing human 
trafficking in Australia, considering anything from emergency desk staff training to the purchase of 
slavery-free cotton products and food. This project has the potential to grow and to contribute 
significantly. 

 

Objective 3: Collaborate with like-minded organisations in Australia, in the Asia Pacific region, and 
globally to advocate for measures to address human trafficking 

ACRATH places a high priority on the development of partnerships and on strengthening relationships with 
governments, organisations and agencies as part of its overall counter trafficking strategy. All state ACRATH 
groups have continued to establish new and maintain current relationships with Australian Catholic 
organisations and national/ international organisations and groups. 

Nationally 

ACRATH has explored acting strategically with the Bishop’s Commission for Pastoral Life, the 
Communications and Research Offices of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, the Australian 
Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office, offices and institutions within Archdioceses and Dioceses and with the 
new and outgoing Australian Ambassadors to the Holy See. 
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ACRATH continues to play a strong role at the National Roundtable on Human Trafficking and 
Slavery convened by the Attorney General’s Department and attended by representatives from parliament, 
unions, NGO’s, statutory bodies and government departmental officers. ACRATH is also represented on the 
National Roundtable working-parties on Supply Chains and on Labour Exploitation. 

Canberra advocacy involved preliminary consultations with colleague NGOs and the National Committee. In 
September, 13 ACRATH advocates met with 51 Members of Parliament, from all states and territories, 
including several Ministers, Ministerial staff and some Shadow Ministers. ACRATH’s advocacy points 
focused on an extension of government funding for anti-trafficking agencies, forced marriage, and forced 
labour and exploitation of workers in Australia. There were two motions of support for ACRATH’s work in 
the Federal Parliament. While in Canberra the ACRATH group also met with Government and Church 
agencies. In 2016 an evaluation instrument was developed as part of a refinement of our advocacy 
initiatives. 

Within Australia given our emphasis in 2016 on forced marriage, forced labour and slavery free supply 
chains we collaborated with many other groups and agencies working to counter trafficking in Australia. 

 ACRATH Western Australia collaborated with the WA Freedom Network, the Inter agency group 
and the Freedom Partnership to address forced labour issues, and to enable people who have been 
trafficked to access their rights. They also worked with Church agencies, the Red Cross, Anti-Slavery 
Australia, Multicultural Women Leaders, West Australian Police, the Australian Federal Police, 
Youth with a Mission, and Linda’s House of Hope in relation to client support and safety issues. 

 ACRATH Queensland met with the Queensland Council of Unions in relation to labour trafficking in 
the Bundaberg region and with the Red Cross in relation to client support and human trafficking 
issues. 

 In New South Wales ACRATH members collaborated with STOP THE TRAFFIK, the NSW Forced 
Marriage Network, The Sydney Trafficking Response Network, Anti- Slavery Australia, the Australian 
Freedom Network, the Salvation Army Freedom Partnership, Baptist World Aid and the Red Cross. 
There has been engagement with local Members of Parliament in relation to the New South Wales 
Inquiry into Human Trafficking. 

 In Victoria, members represented ACRATH at forced marriage network meetings and collaborated 
with Project Respect, the Brotherhood of St Laurence, Caritas, Probus, Uniting Church Synod of 
Victoria and Tasmania Justice & International Mission, Walk Free, the Salvation Army, the Red Cross 
and Harris Wake Legal Migration in relation to the occurrence of forced and exploited labour in 
farming, construction, hospitality and food processing industries. They also continue to work and 
meet with the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, Uniting Church Justice and International Mission 
and the Sandhurst Diocese on slavery-free supply chains and on developing new resources for the 
Slavery-free Easter Chocolate Campaign for 2017. 
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Internationally 

 ACRATH has made connections with the following overseas agencies in its counter trafficking 
initiative: Franciscans International, Mercy International Association, UNANIMA International, Good 
Shepherd Philippines, Good Shepherd Shelter Malaysia, Tenaganita (Women's Force) Malaysia, 
Good Shepherd Women’s Center Pattaya, Thailand, Catholic Women’s League, Caritas (Asia and 
Australia), Edmund Rice International, Baptist World Aid, Talitha Kum, HAART, Global Freedom 
Network, Religious in Europe Networking Against Trafficking and Exploitation (RENATE), Mary Ward 
International, Karma Nirvana, and Aotearoa-New Zealand Religious Against Trafficking in Humans 
(ANZRATH). 

 Noelene Simmons sm represented Oceania at the second Coordinators’ meeting of Talitha Kum, 
the International Network of Consecrated Life Against Trafficking in Persons, in Rome in January. 
Partner organizations of the Vatican engaged in dialogue with the group in relation to counter 
trafficking initiatives. Noelene has continued to dialogue with members of the network and 
members in the Oceania region. She also participated in two meetings of the Australian Freedom 
Network. 

 Victorian ACRATH Member, Angela Reed rsm, attached to the Mercy Global Action Office at the 
United Nations in New York, called for a focus on prevention in her presentation at a UN special 
event on human trafficking. She also prepared materials for “16 days of action against gender 
based violence” in November. 

 ACRATH Queensland has maintained contact with Franciscans International, collaborating last year 
in a strategy to enable safe passage for women trafficked in one country in Asia to another country. 
Mr Budi Tjahjono, Asia Pacific Coordinator of Franciscans International, visited Sydney and 
Melbourne in November and met with ACRATH members. 

 

Objective 4: Build a sustainable future for ACRATH 

 ACRATH incorporated as an Association in 2013 gained Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status in 
2014. ACRATH has received three consecutive three year grants from the Commonwealth Attorney 
General’s Department. This funding expires in June 2017. As well, ACRATH has been supported 
financially through a generous response to our fundraising requests from many religious institutes 
and from the funding initiatives of regional groups, such as the ACRATH QLD 2016 calendar project. 
Grant monies from the Conrad N. Hilton Fund for Sisters were well utilised in addressing immediate 
needs of trafficked people in 2016. The ACRATH finance and fund raising groups have been 
proactively seeking alternative sources of funding during this year because continuing government 
funding is not assured 

 ACRATH’s archives are held in the National Office. They contain information about human 
trafficking and ACRATH’s past national and regional meetings, projects and advocacy work, 
funding/grant documents, campaign materials and financial reports.  

 In Victoria, the Anti Trafficking Research and Advocacy Unit, a group of young people keen to 
further the work of ACRATH is reconsidering its role. In Adelaide a group of university and school 
students assists in awareness raising activities; two of them are members of ACRATH SA. 

 Preparatory work on a draft strategic plan for 2017-2020 has been undertaken. 
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ACRATH Staff 

Christine Carolan holds the position of National Executive Officer of ACRATH and brings to this role great 
passion, vision, competence and experience in community development and social activism. She was ably 
supported in the National Office this year by Mary Baulderstone ibvm as a volunteer Administrative 
Assistant, Elizabeth Payne as Community Worker, Rosie Hoban as Coordinator of the RAP project, Anne 
McPhee ibvm as volunteer archivist. Claire Griffin csb also volunteered for work in the National Office and 
Anne Walsh continued as a consultant to ACRATH Victoria for the Education Resource Project. Noelene 
Simmons sm was the Project Officer for NSW as well as the web manager. 

All employment contracts continue to be with Catholic Religious Australia (CRA). 

ACRATH National Committee 

In 2016 the other members of the National Committee were Carmel Heagerty rsm (Secretary), Shane Wood 
cfc (Treasurer), Janine Bliss fmm, Noelene Simmons sm, Carole McDonald rsm, Meredith Evans rsm, Kathy 
Fagan (Regional Co-ordinators) and  Louise Cleary csb. 

Our Appreciation 

I thank on behalf of us all, the staff of ACRATH, so ably led by Christine Carolan, for your vision, 
commitment, professionalism, approachability and sheer hard work. With gratitude I acknowledge the 
commitment and generosity of members of the National Committee, all of whom have many other areas of 
involvement. 

We are particularly grateful to the Brigidine Sisters for their immense generosity in making available space 
for the National ACRATH Office at Albert Park (Vic), and for myriad forms of support. We also thank the 
Christian Brothers who provided office space and accommodation at Parkville for meetings of the National 
Committee, the Finance committee and for Victorian Education meetings. 

We acknowledge, and are grateful for, the continuing endorsement and support of Catholic Religious 
Australia including the support of the staff of the CRA Office. 

We also acknowledge the generosity of Erin Cassell, Will Dunn and Bernard Dobson who provide a 
voluntary service as evaluators of ACRATH’s Attorney General’s Department grants, enabling us to review 
the grants implementation. 

Finally, I wish to acknowledge all members and supporters of ACRATH for your dynamic contribution within 
the regions in combating human trafficking and in attending to the needs of trafficked people. 

Towards the Future 

While we keep in mind developments in relation to combating human trafficking in the global arena we will 
continue to build on our current achievements in relation to ACRATH’s strategic objectives for the period 
2014-2017 and during this conference further develop our strategic plan for the period 2017-2020. We will 
continue to fundraise and seek new members. 

 
Anne Tormey rsm 
ACRATH President 

14 February 2017 


