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Team ACRATH 2017 

Team ACRATH 2017 was a little smaller this 

year with just 8 members involved. What we 

lacked in numbers we made up for in energy 

and determination. Canberra was the climax of 

a couple of month’s planning: working with 

our networks to define our goals tightly, 

arranging appointments with Parliamentarians, 

developing materials, training for the visit and 

then Canberra. 

ACRATH members were well briefed for the 58 

meetings; the following advocacy points were 

the basis of most meetings. 

We were again  happy to be staying at the 

Gathering Place, a centre for Brigidine Spirituality. 

ACRATH’s three main issues raised with MPs 

1. Young people, mostly girls and young women, face forced marriage in Australia. Access to ongoing support from 

the Support for Trafficked People Program (currently run by the Red Cross) is linked to a person agreeing to    

participate in a criminal justice process against the person exploiting them, usually a family member.   

ACRATH asked MPs to request Social Services Minister Porter to introduce a pilot scheme providing services and 

accommodation for all young people facing forced marriage in Australia, regardless of their willingness or ability to 

testify against the person forcing them to marry.   

2. ACRATH asked MPs to support the introduction of a Modern Slavery Act into Australia following the current 

Joint Committee’s interim report to Parliament in August 2017.   ACRATH wants to see: • A Modern Slavery Act 

that ensures the supply chain of goods brought into Australia is slavery-free; • A Modern Slavery Act that includes 

penalties for companies that fail to comply with requirements to disclose what actions they are taking to address 

the risks of slavery and human trafficking in their supply chains; • The establishment of an Independent Anti-

Slavery Commissioner.   

3. ACRATH asked MPs to support funding for a further 3 years to ensure ACRATH and other NGOs can continue 

working to counter human trafficking. This is work the Australian government has already committed to do in 

order to meet international obligations.  

Each morning before ACRATH members set off for our work of advocacy with Members of Parliament, we 

met briefly for a moment or two of reflection. This ensured that we carried with us a word of  

encouragement or hope and a shared focus for the day. The ACRATH advocacy team members were:      

Noelene Simmons sm, Felicity Heffernan, Rosa Ranieri, Claire Griffin csb, Colleen Jackson rsc, Shane Wood 

cfc,  Margaret Ng rsj and Christine Carolan. 



ACRATH Advocating in Parliament House & Embassies  

 

Linda Burney - ALP 

Minister Michael  Keenan - Liberal 

Adam Bandt - Greens 

Shadow Minister Tanya Plibersek ALP 

Anne Sudmalis - Liberal 

Philippines Embassy staff 

 

A senior Parliamentarian with a 

long association with ACRATH, 

commented on the presentation of 

material in the form of  a one sheet 

information page: “This is really 

helpful for me to understand the 

issues.  It is clear and concise, 

capturing all the necessary 

information.” 

 

Emma Husar - ALP  
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Advocacy Week Reflections from EO 

Christine Carolan 

On forced marriage advocacy, we have had a number 

of MPs willing to take up the issue of supporting young 

people, mostly girls and young women, facing forced 

marriage. Many have committed to contacting 

Minister Porter requesting he de-link support services 

from a requirement that the young person participates 

in a criminal justice process against the person who is 

forcing them into the marriage. ACRATH has been 

invited to a Labor Party roundtable to identify 

desirable policy directions on the issue of forced 

marriage. Many MPs expressed an interest in 

expanding the reach of our kit My Rights – my future 

forced marriage. 

On the introduction of the new legislation of a 

Modern Slavery Act, we have not heard anything but 

support. The debate with which we have engaged here 

in Canberra is about how robust the new law will be, 

whether non-complying companies will be given 

penalties, whether government will be included in the 

Act, and whether or not there will be independent 

oversight by an Independent Anti Slavery 

Commissioner as there is in the UK. 

We have received a lot of support for our advocacy 

around 3 year government funding for NGOs doing 

the work of the National Action Plan. Many MPs have 

expressed surprise that we are not receiving funding 

from the budget cycle or from the Proceeds of Crime 

Act. 

We have also had traction on a number of other 

issues that we raised with specific MPs: 

 Encouraging counter trafficking awareness-

raising work with Pacific NGOs. 

 Working to address the exploitation of overseas 

workers, particularly in regional agriculture in 

Australia. 

A Word of Thanks from President Noelene 

Simmons sm 

Eight very enthusiastic ACRATH members met at the 

Gathering Place in Dickson on Sunday 3rd Sept ready 

for the Advocacy Week briefing. They had left behind 

communities, families and other commitments in 

order to be a voice for the vulnerable in the Halls of 

Parliament.  

Our team was heartened by the welcome we received 

from Senators, Members and their Advisors and the 

interest they gave to our advocacy points. Many were 

more than ready to advise us on how to proceed and 

also to write letters to relevant Government Ministers 

concerning our advocacy issues. There was great 

support for Australia to have a Modern Slavery Act. 

The four days have generated much follow up work 

and the ACRATH team feels we had a very productive 

four days. 

On behalf of all ACRATH members I would like to 

thank the ACRATH team for their availability and 

commitment throughout these days. You have been 

great ambassadors for justice. 

First timer’s thoughts 

Rosa Ranieri (pictured  far right) from Western 

Australia was a first timer as part of the advocacy 

team. She said:  Working as a team during the 

interviews enabled everyone to use their strengths . I 

would encourage anyone wanting to do this to take 

the leap of faith.  It is the most enriching, rewarding 

and humbling experience you could have.  I am in awe 

of the depth of commitment and passion of ACRATH 

volunteers. 



 

National talk and Global support for ACRATH advocacy 

How News Travels …... 

The news clippings above spread news of ACRATH’s advocacy trip to our networks overseas. The 2017 'pilgrimage' 

to Canberra has been supported by many of our global sisterhood links, who have offered encouragement and 

prayerful support. We noted this backing, from near and far, often as we gathered to prepare for each day or to 

debrief at the end of a day. It really helps us to know we are part of a global justice-focussed 'sisterhood'.  

The Next Steps ... 

We left Canberra with 22 pages of carefully recorded interview write ups. One column in this document directs us 

forward to follow up work: emailing many of the MPs we met with further material; making new contacts from 

referrals from MPs and working with MPs to prepare  questions for senate estimates. 

We know we also need to feedback to our membership and the broader NGO counter trafficking network to revisit 

our advocacy plan going forward.   

Christine Carolan 

Clips from media 

coverage of the 

Canberra 

advocacy trip. 


