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Together with nine pilot schools, and numerous government and non-government organisations, 
ACRATH   (Australian Catholic Religious against Trafficking in Humans) participated in an Australian 
forced marriage Pilot Project in 2015. This Pilot Program was funded through the Australian Attorney-
General’s Department. This resource kit, My Rights – My Future forced marriage, is one result of the 
Pilot Project. 

Australian secondary school teachers and staff are invited to use this Kit of materials, however, the 
following recommendations need to be carefully considered prior to so doing: 

• Training is required prior to using the learning and teaching resources of the Kit. ASA (Anti-
Slavery Australia) offers an eLearning tool on their ASA website in relation to forced marriage. 
Their mybluesky.org.au website is an interactive forced marriage site.  

• It is critical that the culture of the students be respected at all times 
• Teachers considering using the Kit are strongly advised to speak with school leadership and the 

school’s Student Welfare staff prior to commencement 
• Teachers and school staff need to be familiar with Appendix One of this Kit - Protocols and 

Procedures, in terms of student safety and welfare. The school’s own policies and procedures, 
along with the education sector authority’s policies, also need to be considered 

• For further information and reproducible materials in a number of languages visit 
www.ag.gov/forced marriage 

Disclaimer: Please note that this Kit, and all content documents, is a resource giving you basic information about the topic of 
forced marriage as it applies to awareness-raising and education in an Australian secondary school setting. It does not cover the 
whole of the relevant law regarding this topic, and it is not a substitute for professional advice. You should also note that, 
because the Kit, and its content documents, avoids legal language wherever possible, it might include some generalisations 
about the application of the law. Some provisions of the law referred to have exceptions, or important qualifications. In most 
cases, your particular circumstances must be taken into account when determining how the law applies to you. 
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Quote from Universal Declaration of Human Rights - Article 16 (1), (2), 

(3) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
1. Men and women of full age, 
without any limitation due to race, 
nationality or religion, have the right 
to marry and to found a family. They 
are entitled to equal rights as to 
marriage, during marriage and at its 
dissolution. 
 

2.  Marriage shall be entered 
into only with the free and full 
consent of the intending 
spouses. 
 

3. The family is the natural 
and fundamental group unit 
of society and is entitled to 
protection by society and the 
State. 
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frequently asked 
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 FORCED MARRIAGE: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

http://www.ag.gov.au/CrimeAndCorruption/HumanTrafficking/Pages/ForcedMarriage.aspx#pack 

 

What is a forced marriage? 

A forced marriage happens when a person gets married without freely and fully consenting to the 
marriage because they have been coerced, threatened or deceived.  

Forcing anybody to get married is never acceptable. Forced marriage is a slavery-like practice, an 
abuse of human rights and a serious crime.  

 

Do forced marriages happen in Australia?  

Yes.  

There is little information regarding the extent of forced marriage in Australia but government 
consultations suggest that forced marriage in Australia is underreported. Forced marriage can 
involve marriages that occur in Australia (including where a person was brought to Australia to get 
married), as well as situations where a person is taken from Australia to get married overseas.  

 

Is forced marriage a crime in Australia? 

Yes. Everyone in Australia is free to choose if, who and when they marry.  

Forcing someone to get married is a crime in Australia under the Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 
1995, and is punishable by up to four years in prison.  If the victim is under the age of 18, the 
penalty increases to seven years' imprisonment, or 25 years' imprisonment if the child is taken 
overseas for the purpose of forced marriage.' 

 

Are forced marriages conducted in a religious or cultural ceremony covered by Australia’s 
forced marriage offences? 

Yes.  

Australia’s forced marriage offences can apply to different kinds of marriage and marriage-like 
relationships, including registered relationships and those formed by cultural or religious 
ceremonies.  

 

Does the marriage have to take place in Australia for it to be covered by Australia’s forced 
marriage offences?  

No.  

Australia’s forced marriage offences can apply to marriages that occur in Australia (including where 
a person was brought to Australia to get married), as well as where a person is taken overseas to get 
married.  

 

 
6 

 

http://www.ag.gov.au/CrimeAndCorruption/HumanTrafficking/Pages/ForcedMarriage.aspx%23pack


 
 

 Who is covered by Australia’s forced marriage offences?  

The offences can apply to any person with a role in bringing about the forced marriage - including 
families, friends, wedding planners or marriage celebrants. The offences also criminalise being a 
party to a forced marriage (marrying someone who does not want to be married). This only applies 
where one spouse is not a victim of the forced marriage, and does not have a reasonable excuse.  

Aren’t only people from certain backgrounds vulnerable to forced marriage?  

No.  

Forced marriage is not limited to any particular cultural group, religion or ethnicity, and there are 
reports of forced marriage from all over the world. Plan International estimates that 14 million girls 
under the age of 18 marry each year.  

Are victims of forced marriage only women and girls?  

No.  

While the majority of reported victims globally are young women and girls, men and boys can also 
be victims of forced marriage. A person can be a victim of forced marriage regardless of their gender 
or sexual orientation. 

Are forced marriages different from an arranged marriage?  

Yes. 

Forced marriage and arranged marriage are very different.   

While an arranged marriage involves the spouse being introduced by a third party or family member, 
it requires the consent of both parties, who can agree or refuse to marry.  

Arranged marriages are legal in Australia. 

What are the signs that someone might be in, or at risk of, a forced marriage? 

If someone you know is in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, they may have difficulty telling you 
about their situation.  

However, a combination of the following signs may indicate that a person is in a forced marriage, or 
at risk of, being made to enter into a forced marriage: 

- a sudden announcement that the person is engaged  

- the person’s older brothers or sisters stopped going to school or were married early  

- the person’s family have a lot of control over the person’s life which doesn’t seem normal or 
necessary  (eg the person is never allowed out or always has to have somebody else from the 
family with them) 

- the person is unable to make significant decisions about their future, including without 
consultation or agreement from their parents, and/or 

- there is evidence of family disputes or conflict, domestic violence, abuse or running away 
from home. 
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- the person displays signs of depression, self-harming, social isolation and substance abuse 

- the person seems scared or nervous about an upcoming family holiday overseas 

- the person spends a long time away from school, university or work 

- the person often doesn’t come to, or suddenly withdraws from school, university or work 

- the person does not have control over their income  

These descriptors are not intended to be exhaustive but may indicate that someone is in, or at risk of, a 
forced marriage. 

What should I do if I think that someone is in, or at risk of, a forced marriage? 

It can be difficult to identify the signs of forced marriage and you should always seek help and advice 
as soon as possible if you are uncertain about how to response.  

It is important that you always act in the best interests of the person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, 
including by being mindful of their safety and your own.     

If there is an immediate danger call the national emergency line Triple Zero (000).   

Otherwise, the Australian Federal Police (AFP) can provide preliminary assistance to people who are 
at risk of forced marriage, including where a person needs help to make sure he or she won’t be taken 
overseas.  

The AFP can also refer victims for support, including safe accommodation, financial support, legal 
advice and counselling. Initial support is available for victims even where they don’t want to assist 
with an investigation or prosecution.  

Contact with the AFP can be anonymous if you wish. You can call 131 AFP (131 237) or complete an 
online form on the AFP website <http://www.afp.gov.au/policing/human-trafficking.aspx>   

The following specialist community organisations may also be able to provide help and advice: 

• My Blue Sky   For free, private information and legal advice about forced marriage visit 
www.mybluesky.org.au or connect with them on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/MyBlueSkyFuture  

 

• Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights: Phone: 03 9481 3000; Website: 

http://ausmuslimwomenscentre.org.au/ 

- Salvation Army: 02 9211 5794; Email: endslavery@aue.salvationarmy.org.au; Website: 
http://endslavery.salvos.org.au 

- The National Sexual Assault, Family & Domestic Violence Counselling Service: Phone: 
1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732); Email: Online counselling is available through the website; 
Website: https://www.1800respect.org.au/ 

The person may also wish to seek advice from the Family Law Courts National Enquiry Centre which 
can be contacted on 1300 352 000, or seek advice from a family solicitor at their closest Legal Aid 
office. 
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 Is there anything people in, or at risk of, a forced marriage can do to protect themselves? 

Yes.  

A forced marriage safety plan is available to help people to protect themselves if they are worried that 
they may be at risk of a forced marriage or are in a forced marriage.  

Completing the plan will help people to think about how they can respond to unsafe situations, 
identify practical strategies to communicate safely, stay safe at home or prepare to leave home safely, 
and make sure that they are not taken overseas to be married.  

The forced marriage safety plan is available online at <www.ag.gov.au/forcedmarriage>. 

 

What has Australia done to make sure children can’t be taken overseas to be forcibly married? 

There are measures in place to prevent children being taken overseas for the purposes of exploitation 
including forced marriage.  

The Australian Federal Circuit Court can make orders: 

• to prevent a passport being issued for a child 

• that require a person to deliver a child or accompanying adult’s passport to the court, and 

• that restrain the removal of a child from Australia and place the child’s name on the Airport 
Watch List.  

 

Can people under the age of 18 get legally married in Australia? 

Yes, in some limited circumstances.  

The Commonwealth Marriage Act 1961 permits a marriage where one person is aged between 16 and 
18 years of age and where there is both the required consent (usually parental) and an Australian 
court order is in force from a judge or magistrate authorising the marriage.  

Two people under the age of 18 cannot marry. In no circumstances can anyone under the age of 16 
marry in Australia.  

 

If a marriage was forced will it be recognised under the Marriage Act? 

The Commonwealth Marriage Act 1961 includes provisions whereby a marriage is void if the 
consent of a party was not real, or if a party was not of marriageable age. 

The Family Court of Australia and the Family Court of Western Australia have the power to declare 
that a marriage is invalid by issuing a decree of nullity. The Family Courts can issue a decree of 
nullity in certain circumstances, including if either or both parties to the marriage did not fully and 
freely consent to the marriage.  
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Tuning In 
 

forced marriage: 
case studies and 
scenarios 

 

The following case studies and scenarios 
will assist teachers and school staff to have a 
better understanding of some of the 
situations occurring in Australia involving 
the practice of forced marriage. 

Please note:  

These case studies and scenarios will be 
used with the students as part of Learning 
Sessions 10 -14. 

 It is suggested that teachers use one case 
study or scenario in each of the first five 
sessions - as a practical example of the 
practice of forced marriage, as it is 
experienced in Australia. This could take the 
form of a five-minute overview and 
discussion as a learning warm-up.  
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 Case study – AYLA    Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Ayla is a 17 year old high school student in Australia. Ayla’s teacher notices that Ayla seems 
depressed and has taken a lot of time off school for overseas travel. Her teacher also observes that 
Ayla’s family seem to be very strict and controlling. Ayla always has someone with her outside 
school hours and the teacher has heard from Ayla’s classmates that she isn’t allowed to go out with 
friends without a family member going with her. 

When the teacher asks Ayla if she is okay, Ayla says that her parents took her to visit relatives 
overseas. When they arrived, her parents told Ayla that she would only be able to go back to Australia 
if she agreed to marry her cousin, whom she had never met. With no passport or money, Ayla was 
forced to marry her cousin overseas so that she could return to Australia. Ayla’s parents have also told 
her that, when she turns 18, she will have to sign migration papers for her cousin so that he can come 
to Australia to live with her. 

Ayla tells her teacher that she feels like a slave and never wanted to marry her cousin. Ayla says that 
she feels trapped and is scared about what might happen if she tries to leave. Ayla asks her teacher for 
help. 

Ayla’s teacher contacts the AFP for help. Although Ayla does not want her parents or ‘husband’ to be 
prosecuted, the AFP is able to help her access support, including safe accommodation, financial 
support, legal advice and counselling. As a result of this assistance, Ayla is able to work towards 
establishing the future she wants for herself. 

Case study – LUCAS      Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Lucas is 17 years old and lives in Australia. While in high school, Lucas begins a secret relationship 
with a girl from outside his community. 

When Lucas’ parents discover his relationship they become very angry. Lucas’ parents tell him that 
he has dishonoured his family and forbid him from seeing the young woman again. 

Shortly afterwards, Lucas is told by his parents that they have arranged for him to marry another 
young woman named Joana, who they believe is better suited for him and belongs to his community 
group. Lucas is told that if he refuses to marry the young woman his parents have chosen, he will be 
disowned by his family. 

Although Lucas is not old enough to marry legally in Australia, his parents tell him his age does not 
matter because they will organise a religious marriage. 

Lucas does not know what to do. Although he does not want to marry the woman his parents have 
chosen, he also does not want to disgrace his family or to lose them. Lucas feels that he must also 
respect his parents’ authority. Lucas decides not to ask his friends or community leaders for help 
because he feels ashamed about the situation. Lucas is also worried that if he asks for help his parents 
will find out. Instead, he anonymously contacts a local community organisation to ask for advice. 
Workers at the local community organisation have received training and information about forced 
marriage from the Australian Government. They are able to explain to Lucas that forcing somebody 
to be married in Australia is against the law. The community workers also tell Lucas that the AFP can 
help him to access support services like counselling and safe accommodation. With the help of the 
community workers, Lucas contacts the AFP but decides that he does not need any help at this stage. 
Instead, Lucas talks to his parents and explains that although he respects their authority, they cannot 
make him get married. 

Lucas’ parents disagree with his wish to have a relationship with a girl from outside his community. 
Lucas tells them that forced marriage is a crime in Australia. After discussing the topic with Lucas, 
his parents recognise that he cannot be forced to marry someone against his will. 
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Case study – NIKHILA     Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Nikhila is a student in her final year of high school. She usually receives excellent grades and has 
just begun a relationship with a male student. This young man is from outside Nikhila’s community. 

During the year, Nikhila’s teachers notice that her academic performance has deteriorated and that 
she has displayed increasingly high levels of anxiety. 

After the term break, Nikhila does not return to school. Her friends are unable to contact her and her 
family tells the school that Nikhila has moved interstate. 

The teachers speak with Nikhila’s father, who does not seem to be concerned. However, they notice 
that Nikhila’s mother seems upset. Nikhila’s boyfriend and friends are also very concerned about 
Nikhila’s welfare. 

Nikhila’s teachers have received training about forced marriage from an NGO and seek advice from 
the AFP. 

The AFP is able to locate Nikhila interstate and discover that she has been made to marry someone 
from her community and is worried about her safety. The AFP help Nikhila to access support 
including financial support, legal advice and counselling. The AFP also refers Nikhila to support, 
which assists her to return to live with other members of her family, where she feels safe. Nikhila 
then returns to school and, with her teachers’ help, is able to finish her school year. 

The AFP investigates Nikhila’s forced marriage. Nikhila chooses to cooperate with the investigation 
and her husband and father are prosecuted. 

Scenario – AMINA     Scenario provided by The Freedom Partnership, Salvation Army 

Amina is a 17 year old student in Australia. Amina began engaging with her school counsellor after 
having made a call to the Kids Helpline.  

The Kids Helpline assisted Amina to connect with her school counsellor after hearing that she is 
struggling with her family’s expectation that she is to be married. Amina’s chosen husband is 10 
years her senior and they have been introduced over the internet.  

Having lived in Australia all her life, Amina has goals and aspirations for her future that does not 
involve marriage at this age. Amina was quite surprised about her family introducing her to her 
husband over the internet and placing this expectation on her.  Amina is worried about what her 
future will be like if she defies the expectation of her parents, including bringing shame and 
dishonor. She is also anxious about losing her family and not having any supports.  

Amina agreed for the school counsellor to make a referral to The Australian Federal Police who 
begun meeting with her to explain the assistance that is available to her including a pathway to safe 
accommodation. Amina tried speaking with her parents about not getting married, which led to 
arguments and threats to be sent overseas. Amina told The Australian Federal Police that she no 
longer wished to live at home; but did not want her parents to be in trouble. The Australian Federal 
Police partnered with a local NGO to assist Amina and facilitate safe exit.  

Amina has been able to continue her studies and looks toward fulfilling her goals as a young woman 
in Australia. 
 

 

 
12 

 



 
 

 Scenario –SARA     Scenario provided by The Freedom Partnership, Salvation Army 

Sara is 22 years old and calls a local NGO for assistance. She explains that her husband is abusive 
toward her and she is locked in the house unable to leave.  

Sara says that she did not want to marry her husband however her family did not give her any choice; 
she was married to him whilst on holiday with her parents when she finished high school. Her family 
threatened to leave her overseas if she did not agree to marry him.  

Before Sara was married she was accepted into university and is desperate to study and live an 
independent life. Sara’s husband expects that they will soon start a family and Sara does not want to 
have a family with him.  

Sara tells the local NGO that she wants assistance to leave her marriage but does not know what is 
available to her and is scared of her family finding out her plans. The local NGO asks Sara what the 
safest way to communicate with her is, and she said that over the phone whilst her husband is at work 
is the only way.  

The local NGO explains the services they can provide to assist her including accommodation, 
financial assistance and legal advice; they also explain that The Australian Federal Police can assist 
her if she wanted to speak with them about her situation and that they could offer protection and a safe 
exit from her home. 
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From 
where 
have 
these 
materials 
arisen? 

In 2010, a number of non-government organisations (NGOs) raised concerns with the Australian 
Government about the issue of forced marriage in the context of human trafficking and slavery. The 
Australian media has also reported several cases involving teenagers at risk of being taken overseas 
by their parents to be married against their wishes. These media reports and the experience of 
community organisations highlighted that Australia was not free from the practice of forced 
marriage, and it was likely to be more prevalent than the small number of cases that had been 
reported to the police.  

It also became clear that there were generally three groups of people who were most vulnerable to 
forced marriage: 

1. People who were brought to Australia for the purpose of marriage, who discovered when 
they arrived in Australia that the marriage they were entering into was not what they had 
agreed to.  

2. People, often Australian citizens or permanent residents, who were taken overseas to be 
married against their will. 

3. People, often citizens or permanent residents, who were forced to marry in Australia.  

In response to this feedback, in November 2010, the then Attorney-General, the Hon Robert 
McClelland MP, and the then Minister for Home Affairs and Justice, the Hon Brendan O’Connor 
MP, jointly released a discussion paper on forced and servile marriage1 to facilitate a public 
consultation process. The paper sought views on whether legislative and/or non-legislative measures 
were needed to provide adequate deterrence against the practices of forced and servile marriages, 
and to appropriately protect and support victims. The Australian Government received submissions 
from a range of stakeholders, many of whom supported a combination of legislative and non-
legislative measures with a focus on ensuring individuals understand their rights and responsibilities 
in relation to marriage; that various professionals understand the issue involved in a forced 
marriage; and that legal avenues or other mechanisms are available to assist victims.  

Having determined a law against forced marriage was warranted, and after more public 
consultation, in May 2012, the then Attorney-General, the Hon Nicola Roxon MP, introduced the 
Crimes Legislation Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and People Trafficking) Bill into 
the Australian Parliament. Attorney-General Roxon wanted to strengthen and expand the existing 
legal framework, and ensure Australia further fulfilled its international obligations to 
comprehensively criminalise human trafficking and related crimes. 
 

1The discussion paper on Forced and Servile Marriage is available online at: 
<http://www.ag.gov.au/Consultations/Pages/Consultationonforeedandservilemarriage.aspx.> 
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The Crimes Legislation Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and People Trafficking) Act 
2013 was passed by the Australian Parliament in February 2013, and came into force on 8 March 
2013, International Women’s Day.  

To support the implementation of the new forced marriage offences, the Australian Government set 
out to raise awareness among frontline responders, service providers, non-government organisations, 
vulnerable groups, and the Australian community. As a result, some community organisations have 
been awarded grants by the Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department to progress 
education and awareness-raising projects on forced marriage issues. This kit of learning and teaching 
materials is a product of one such project.  
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To be able to raise awareness and 
effectively educate the 
community about our Australian 
forced marriage law, secondary schools 
provide an excellent opportunity to reach 
many thousands of young people each year.  

By educating our young people about 
Australia’s forced marriage law, we are able to 

be proactive in the way that 
we deal with this practice, 
applying a preventative 
strategy to combat the incidence of 
forced marriage amongst young people in 
Australia, whilst still providing protection for 
those in or at risk of forced marriage in their 
immediate future. 

Education in a formal setting also provides a 
unique opportunity to share objective, factual 
information about forced marriage and the 
impacts that this practice may have on those 
in, or at risk of it. 
Additionally, young people can be provided 
the tools required – knowledge and 
understandings, skills and referral pathways - 
to navigate their way through the practice of 
forced marriage, should they become 
suspicious that they are at risk.  

Without this formal education opportunity, 
many young people would not be able to 
readily access the assistance of government 
and non-government organisations available to 
assist and support them. 

For many young people, the 
school setting may be the 
only organisation where 
support and assistance can 
be readily accessed.  

For these young people, the school is therefore 
pivotal in providing the additional assistance 
required in difficult circumstances. 

Whilst the school’s primary role is the delivery 
of the learning and teaching materials 
provided in this Kit, they are also responsible 

for ensuring that students are 
safe, and assisted to access 
organisations that will be of 
assistance to them should 
this need arise.  

To this end, the Appendices section of this Kit 
contains detailed Protocols and Procedures 
that may be used by schools and their staff to 
complement those already in place to 

ensure the safety and well-
being of the students in 
their care. Referral Pathways are 
provided to which students can be referred.  

Teachers and school staff need to remember 
that in situations of safety risk and immediate 
danger telephone 000. 

 

Rationale for 
delivering these 
materials to 
Australian 
secondary 
students 

Raise awareness Educate 
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The Learning and Teaching Materials 
contained in this Kit are designed to be 
integrated into existing school curriculum. 
That is, the materials are provided to 
supplement current curriculum in schools and 
not as a stand-alone program. 

Schools are in the best position to context the 
materials according to their own curriculum 
and to cite where the materials most logically 
and appropriately fit.  

The materials have been targeted at 14-18 year 
old students, and have been trialled in Year 9, 
10 and 11 classes. The contexts trialled have 
included Humanities and Social Sciences – 
Civics and Citizenship, and Social Justice 
initiatives within Religious Education 
Curriculum. 

The contexts for these materials, however, 
may be quite varied. In addition to Humanities 
and Social Sciences in the National 
Curriculum, is a connection to Health and 
Physical Education. So too is there a valid 
connection to the General Capabilities, and no 
doubt many other possible connections. 

It is the teacher’s role to help the students to 
make connections to previous learning and to 
safely assist them to enter and move out of 
learning experiences. The learning experiences 
cited in Sessions may be somewhat 
confronting for some students. Thus, the place 
of the teacher is to inform students of what lies 
ahead in the learning and to help them 
synthesise their learning in an objective and 
emotionally safe manner. To this end, 
adequate debriefing and the use of Student 
Journalling is an important part of these 
materials. 

For each Learning Session outlined in this Kit, 
there is a context identified. This is provided 
as a guide only, and it is up to individual 
schools to context the learning to suit their 
own curriculum. 

 

Delivering the 
Learning and 
Teaching     
Materials in 
Australian 
Secondary  
Schools 

EMPOWER 
  

 

Learning Sessions provided are to be used as a 
starting point for teachers, unless they decide 
to use them as their source material. Teachers 
are encouraged to use as many or as few of the 
Sessions as they deem appropriate for their 
students. 

In no way is it intended that the Learning 
Sessions are to provide a prescriptive or 
exhaustive list of learning and teaching 
activities. They are meant to be flexible and to 
provide guidance, as samples of suitable ways 
to deliver content and as jumping-off points 
for teaching staff. 

Each of the fourteen Learning Sessions 
outlined could run for 60 minutes, but again 
timing and content is anticipated to be tailored 
by individual schools. 

Teachers are invited to pick and choose what 
they would like to try with students, 
implementing the Learning Sessions as they 
believe will best meet the needs of the 
classroom and school cohort, and covering the 
focus on knowledge and understandings, as 
outlined. 

Underpinning the Learning Sessions are some 
critical beliefs about active student 
engagement and instructional practice. The 
role of the teacher in relation to these 
materials, as designed, is as learning guide – 
instructional leader – group leader – mentor. 

We have attempted to utilise as many learning 
modes as possible in the development of these 
materials. Again, it is up to schools to tailor 
the Learning Sessions according to their own 
preferred methods of learning and teaching 
delivery. 

 

 

End exploitation 
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Understanding 
by Design 

 

UbD Part One – Desired Outcomes - Intended Results are identified 

UbD Part Two – Assessment Criteria and Evidence is specified  

UbD Part Three – The Learning Plan is designed to specify the Knowledge to be gained, the way that 
Deep Understandings will be promoted, the type of higher order Thinking Skills to be utilised and the 
way that evaluation and assessment will be used throughout the learning journey to drive instruction. The 
Learning Plan evolves into a series of engaging Learning Sessions to achieve the goals set. 

The following chart explains the cyclic nature of the UbD Approach: 

 

 

 

 

UbD Unit Design for the Unit of Study 

For the schools implementing the Learning and Teaching materials as a 
Unit of Study, the Design Tool and Approach is UbD – Understanding 
by Design. 

This Design Tool and Approach focuses on developing deep 
understandings and the ability of the students to transfer learnings.  

UbD is a three-part ‘backward design’ framework for developing 
meaningful Units of Study focused on the deep understandings to be 
promoted. 

 

Formative 
Evaluation & 
Assessment 

drives 
instruction 

ONE - Desired 
Outcomes - 

Intended Results of 
the Learning 

TWO - Assessment 
Criteria to be used 

to measure 
learningand the 

Evidence that will 
be required to 

demonstrate this 

THREE - Higher 
Order Thinking 

Skills to be utilised 

THREE - 
Knowledge & Deep 
Understandings to 

be developed 
through engaging 
Learning Sessions 
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Assessment of – for – by student learning is a feature of each Learning Session throughout the Unit 
of Study. 

Summative assessment tasks – in the form of a Learning Folio – are specifically detailed for Learning 
Sessions 10 – 14, where the tasks are outlined and an assessment rubric is cited for student and 
teacher information. 
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Recommended Instructional Strategies 

The following table of Marzano Instructional Strategies provides a range of both direct and indirect 
teaching methods that are utilised throughout the Learning Sessions outlined: 

1. Comparing and contrasting, classifying and creating analogies 

2. Summarising and note-taking 

3. Providing feedback 

4. Skills practice 

5. Utilising a variety of linguistic and visual representations of learnings and understandings 

6. Cooperative and collaborative learning 

7. Setting clear objectives in the form of stated learning intentions and providing feedback 
opportunitie 

8. Generating and testing hypotheses 

9. Utilising cues, questions and visual organisers 

 

Values Clarification 

It is essential that reflecting on the affective domain of learning is a priority when dealing with a 
practice that is of a controversial nature. The Values and Attitudes that are to be promoted through 
the forced marriage Learning Sessions need to explicitly engender respect and empathy, alongside 
tolerance and inclusion.  

In addition to each school’s unique values framework, the values that reflect our commitment to 
justice for all that assist the navigation of our learning about forced marriage, include: 

⇒ Care and Compassion – care for self and others; empathy 
⇒ Fair Go – pursue and protect the common good where all people are treated fairly for a just 

society 
⇒ Freedom – enjoy all the rights and privileges of Australian citizenship, free from 

unnecessary interference or control, and stand up for the rights of others 
⇒ Honesty and Trustworthiness – be honest, sincere and seek the truth 
⇒ Integrity – act in accordance with principles of moral and ethical conduct; ensure 

consistency between words and deeds 
⇒ Respect – treat others with consideration and regard; respect another person’s point of view 
⇒ Responsibility – be accountable for one’s own actions; resolve differences in constructive, 

non-violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and to civic life 
⇒ Understanding, Tolerance and Inclusion – be aware of others and their cultures; accept 

diversity within a democratic society, being included and including others 

Selection sourced from The Nine Values of Australian Schooling 
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Overview of the 
Learning 
Sessions 
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Learning Session 15 - Why is it important for young people to know about 
about Australia’s forced marriage law? 

Learning Session 10 -14 - Examining forced marriage case studies and 
scenarios 

Learning Session 9 - How can I better understand the impacts of forced 
marriage? 

Learning Session 8 - How am I able to help support others who are in, or at 
risk of, forced marriage? 

Learning Session 7 - How can a person take action to protect themself from 
being in, or at risk of, forced marriage? 

Learning Session 6 - What are the sensitivities and complexities involved in 
dealing with forced marriage? 

Learning Session 5 - How does Australian law deal with forced marriage? 

Learning Session 4 - What if someone tries to take away a person's human 
rights by forcing them into marriage? 

Learning Session 3 - What is forced marriage and how does this practice 
take away a person's  human rights? 

Learning Session 2 - What are my human rights and from where do these 
human rights originate? 

Learning Session 1 - How am I able to become the adult that I want to be, 
with the opportunity to experience  healthy adult relationships? 
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Context Chart for Learning Sessions 

 

The Unit of Study provides support material to assist in the implementation of the current 
curriculum in schools.  

The context for the Unit of Study is best discerned by the school itself, as there are many 
possibilities in which the Unit is able to be contexted. For example, this Unit could easily be 
considered part of The Keeping Safe Curriculum that operates in South Australia. Many States and 
Territories have curriculum of a similar nature, into which this Unit of Study could be embedded. 

Other contexts for the Unit include the English curriculum – where forced marriage could be 
explored as an Issue and where consideration could be given to using one of Jasvinder Sanghera’s 
novels as a text. (See forced marriage resources list in Appendices of this kit) 

The unit could also sit comfortably within the Humanities and Social Sciences – Civics and 
Citizenship curriculum or in the Health and Physical Education curriculum, as outlined in the 
Australian National Curriculum. Religious Education, Ethics and Sociology also provide suitable 
hosts for this unit.  

The most appropriate host learning area and target year level is a decision to be made from a 
curriculum perspective at the local level. 

An example of the way to embed this Unit into the Australian National Curriculum is Health and 
Physical Education. In HPE, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to strengthen 
their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying relationships.  

The curriculum helps them to be resilient, and to make decisions and take actions to promote their 
health, safety and physical activity participation. As students mature, they develop and use critical 
inquiry skills to research and analyse the knowledge of the field and to understand the influences on 
their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing.  

They also learn to use resources for the benefit of themselves and for the communities with which 
they identify and to which they belong.  

Relationships and sexuality is one of twelve focus areas in the HPE curriculum.  

The relationships and sexuality focus area addresses physical, social and emotional changes that 
occur over time and the significant role relationships and sexuality play in these changes. The 
content supports students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to support that will help 
them to establish and manage respectful relationships. It also supports them to develop positive 
practices in relation to their reproductive and sexual health and the development of their identities.  

The safety focus area also addresses safety issues that students may encounter in their lives.  

The content supports students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to make safe 
decisions and behave in ways that protect their own safety and that of others. It provides 
opportunity to cover issues such as relationships and personal, social and community health strand. 
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Year 9 and 10 Health and Physical Education Content Descriptions      

Personal, social and community health  

 

 

Being healthy, safe and active  

• Evaluate factors that shape identities, and analyse how individuals impact the identities of 
others (ACPPS089)  

• Examine the impact of changes and transitions on relationships (ACPPS090)  
• Propose, practise and evaluate responses in situations where external influences may impact on 

their ability to make healthy and safe choices (ACPPS092)  Learning Sessions 1. 2 and 9 

 

Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing  

• Investigate how empathy and ethical decision making contribute to respectful relationships 
(ACPPS093)  

• Evaluate situations and propose appropriate emotional responses and then reflect on possible 
outcomes of different responses (ACPPS094)  

• Evaluate and apply health information from a range of sources to health decisions and 
situations (ACPPS095)   Learning Sessions 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

 
Contributing to healthy and active communities  
 

• Plan, implement and critique strategies to enhance the health, safety and wellbeing of their 
communities (ACPPS096)  

• Plan and evaluate new and creative interventions that promote their own and others’ connection 
to community and natural and built environments (ACPPS097)  

• Critique behaviours and contextual factors that influence the health and wellbeing of their 
communities (ACPPS098)   Learning Sessions 7, 8 and 10-15 

 

Year 9 and 10 Achievement Standard  

By the end of Year 10, students critically analyse contextual factors that influence their 
identities, relationships, decisions and behaviours. They analyse the impact attitudes and beliefs 
about diversity have on community connection and wellbeing. They evaluate the outcomes of 
emotional responses to different situations. Students access, synthesise and apply health 
information from credible sources to propose and justify responses to health situations.  

Students demonstrate leadership, fair play and cooperation across a range of movement and 
health contexts. They apply decision-making and problem-solving skills when taking action to 
enhance their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing.  
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Another example for the Australian National Curriculum relates to the General Capabilities - 
personal and social capability.  

 

Personal and social capability 

Across the Australian Curriculum, students develop personal and social capability as they learn to 
understand themselves and others, and manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more 
effectively.  

The personal and social capability involves students in a range of practices including recognising 
and regulating emotions, developing empathy for and understanding of others, establishing positive 
relationships, making responsible decisions, working effectively in teams and handling challenging 
situations constructively. 

 

Ethical understanding 

Across the Australian Curriculum, students develop ethical understanding as they identify and 
investigate ethical concepts, values, character traits and principles, and understand how reasoning 
can assist ethical judgment.  

Ethical understanding involves students in building a strong personal and socially oriented ethical 
outlook that helps them to manage context, conflict and uncertainty, and to develop an awareness of 
the influence that their values and behaviour have on others. 

For Humanities and Social Sciences – Civics and Citizenship, the following specific Year 10 
curriculum is cited as another example of an appropriate context.  

 

Civics and citizenship 

By the end of Year 10, students compare and evaluate the key features and values of systems of 
government, and analyse the Australian Government’s global roles and responsibilities. They 
analyse the role of the High Court and explain how Australia’s international legal obligations 
influence law and government policy. Students evaluate a range of factors that sustain democratic 
societies. 

When researching, students evaluate a range of questions to investigate Australia’s political and 
legal systems and critically analyse information gathered from different sources for relevance, 
reliability and omission.  

They account for and evaluate different interpretations and points of view. When planning for 
action, students take account of multiple perspectives and ambiguities, use democratic processes, 
and negotiate solutions to an issue.  

Students develop and present evidenced-based arguments incorporating different points of view on 
civics and citizenship issues. They use appropriate texts, subject-specific language and concepts.  

They evaluate ways they can be active and informed citizens in different contexts. 
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Year 10 Humanities Content Descriptions     Civics and Citizenship Knowledge and Understanding 
 
 
Government and democracy 

• The key features and values of Australia’s system of government compared with at least ONE 
other system of government in the Asia-Pacific region (ACHCK090) 

• The Australian Government’s role and responsibilities at a global level, for example provision 
of foreign aid, peacekeeping, participation in international organisations and the United Nations 
(ACHCK091)  Learning Sessions 2 and 3 
 

 
Laws and citizens 

• How Australia’s international legal obligations shape Australian law and government policies, 
including in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACHCK093)  

• Learning Session 5 
 

 
Citizenship, diversity and identity 

• The challenges to and ways of sustaining a resilient democracy and cohesive society 
(ACHCK094)  Learning Sessions 8, 9 and 15 
 

 
Civics and Citizenship Skills 
 

 
Questioning and research 

• Develop, select and evaluate a range of questions to investigate Australia's political and legal 
systems (ACHCS095) 

• Identify, gather and sort information and ideas from a range of sources and reference as 
appropriate (ACHCS096)  Learning Session 4 
 

 
Analysis, synthesis and interpretation 

• Critically evaluate information and ideas from a range of sources in relation to civics and 
citizenship topics and issues (ACHCS097) 

• Account for different interpretations and points of view (ACHCS098)  Learning Session 7 
 

 
Problem-solving and decision-making 

• Recognise and consider multiple perspectives and ambiguities, and use strategies to negotiate 
and resolve contentious issues (ACHCS099) 

• Use democratic processes to reach consensus on a course of action relating to a civics or 
citizenship issue and plan for that action (ACHCS100)  Learning Session 6 
 

 
Communication and reflection  Learning Sessions 1 and 10-14 

• Present evidence-based civics and citizenship arguments using subject-specific language 
(ACHCS101) 

• Reflect on their role as a citizen in Australian, regional and global contexts (ACHCS102) 
 

 

27 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCK090
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCK091
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=law
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCK093
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=democracy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCK094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS095
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS096
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=civics
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=citizenship
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS097
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS098
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS099
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=civics
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=citizenship
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS100
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=civics
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=citizenship
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS101
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=CNC&t=citizen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS102


  

 Some Cautionary Advice for Teachers and School Staff 

Please remember: If you, or someone you know is in, or at risk of, forced marriage turn to the 
Referral Pathways page on page 42 of this kit. 

As you are aware, this Kit has two purposes: 

1. To provide advice for teachers and students on how to deal with situations where a young 
person is in, or at risk of, forced marriage – a student safety and well-being issue 

and 

2. To assist in the process of teaching and learning about Australian law on forced marriage – a 
curriculum issue 

Staff involved in delivering the materials and those who may be involved in assisting students in, or 
at risk of, forced marriage require appropriate professional development to enable them to explore 
the issues fully and to be familiar with the impacts that this learning may have on students. It is 
recommended that the lessons in this kit not be left for substitute or emergency teachers who have 
not undertaken appropriate professional development. 

Ideally, all school staff will be provided with professional development related to this issue, as it is 
best dealt with from a whole-school perspective. 

It is most important that staff are able to ensure non-judgmental approaches are employed when 
addressing the practice of forced marriage. This includes respect for cultural practices.  

Staff need to ensure that no cultural, religious or ethnic group is singled out in any examples of the 
practice of forced marriage, and that any unfolding class discussions are free from judgments or 
stereotypes. Knowledge of and sensitivity to the cultural backgrounds of students is most important. 

This may mean having open and frank discussions with students about the need for sensitivity, 
inclusiveness and an understanding of the complexity of what may be family traditions. By bringing 
students back to the core values that underpin the Unit of Study and learning sessions, staff will be 
able to address any inappropriate discussion elements that may arise. 

It is wise to involve School Welfare and Well-being staff in elements of the delivery of the learning 
sessions, and to fully debrief students as required. By closely monitoring student reactions to the 
materials, school counseling staff may be called in to work with students requiring additional 
discussion and debriefing time. The inclusion of youth workers and school counsellors may be 
beneficial when dealing with social issues of this nature. 

Based on feedback that we have received from organisations working in this field, the following 
cautionary advice is provided to assist teachers and school staff. 

It is important that careful consideration be given to the following: 

• Students who appear to be anxious at any time that the issue of forced marriage is being 
addressed or discussed – enlist the assistance and advice of the School Welfare Coordinator 
to help to respond to this situation 

• High level teaching skills will be needed to address issues raised and the strong emotions 
and reactions that may be evoked – staff debriefing with the school welfare staff may be 
necessary 
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 • Discussions around marriage – emphasise consent as opposed to traditional views of 
marriage as some students may not live in a traditional family setting 
 

• Teaching students about respectful and consensual relationships 
 

• Sensitivity when dealing with what may be considered as ‘stereotypical’ situations 
 

• Ongoing support for vulnerable students needs to be addressed 
 

• Keeping records of issues arising from the delivery of the materials will be useful should any 
student disclose that they are in, or at risk of, forced marriage or should a student disclose a 
concern about another young person. This information may be useful to have on record for 
any follow-up required 

 
• Keeping the principal and welfare staff appraised of any developments as they occur. Often 

these key personnel have background information that may be pertinent to a student or 
family 

 
• Addressing the content of learning sessions related to human rights and the way that a 

student is able to influence her or his own future. It needs to be recognised that some of the 
students’ prior experiences may be such that human rights violations were experienced and 
there was little or no self-determination possible. It is advised that human rights be explored 
in terms of the way that they are supported by Australian law in the current decade, and that 
in some times and countries this support may not have been present for a variety of reasons. 
Planning for our own future is a positive step, but we also need to be realistic about 
limitations that may be experienced. A focus on advocating for our own human rights and 
the rights of others is to be promoted. So too is planning for a future based on realistic goals 

 
• Making parents and carers aware of curriculum programs, in accordance with your school’s 

policies, may present some challenging responses. It is advised that this matter be discussed, 
in advance, with members of the school’s leadership or executive  

 
• Case studies and scenarios included in this kit are examples of what has already been 

experienced by people in Australia. These confronting situations need to be addressed with 
students ahead of exploring the case studies and scenarios 
 

 

In being well prepared and planned for the delivery of the Unit of Study, My Rights – My Future: 
forced marriage, staff will be in the best position possible to respond positively to any eventuality.  

A strong familiarity with mandatory reporting obligations for your Australian State or Territory, 
your sector policies, and your school policies and procedures, is also essential as a prerequisite to 
delivering the Unit and responding to the needs of students.  

Support and advice for staff is always available from the direct delivery agencies nominated in the 
Referral Pathways document contained within this Kit. 
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Learning Sessions to engage learners…to develop student 
ability and understanding…to amplify students’ identities,  
and to empower them to be able to advocate for their own 
rights and the rights of others 
 

Each of the following fifteen Learning Sessions has been designed to 
provide optimal learning conditions for the students. 

The features of the Learning Sessions include: 

Focus on developing the attainment of deep knowledge and deep 
understandings of the key concepts related to forced marriage 
Emphasis on serious engagement of students so that there is substantial, 
sustained interest and attention for learning experiences. Our aim is to 
have teachers whet the students’ appetites so that they want to learn 
more and to explore the learning opportunities to their potential 
High expectations of, for and by students 
An approach to knowledge that is ‘problematic’ – open to questioning 
and clarification 
The ongoing development of higher order thinking skills:  
organisation – reorganisation – applying – analyzing – synthesising – 
evaluating knowledge and information 
Incorporating vocabulary into the context of all learning experiences 
Substantive communication through sustained conversations in oral, 
written and artistic forms 
Explicit quality criteria for both learning and assessment tasks 

The actual Learning Session – Lesson Plan – design is based on the 
constructivist, e5 model. There are six phases for each learning session, as 
follows: 

1. Engaging the learners 
2. Exploring knowledge 
3. Explaining new information 
4. Elaborating on knowledge and understandings 
5. Evaluating learning 
6. Moving to the next learning session’s focus 

Many of the learning tasks will be inquiry oriented, so that active learning is a 
key feature of the experiences planned. An emphasis on cooperative and 
collaborative learning is a feature of the Learning Sessions, with a variety of 
learning modes accommodated to cater for the breadth of student abilities and 
interests. 

The resources required for each Learning Session follow the plan itself. 
Teachers may decide to upload some of these for student use or to make hard 
copies of them for ready-reference. 

It is recommended that the Learning Intention for each session be recorded by 
the teacher on the board so that students are clear about the focus of their 
learning on a session-by-session basis. 

 

 

Learning 
Sessions 

pedagogy 
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Learning 
Sessions 1-15 
and resources 
for teachers 
and students  

 
Raise awareness 

 

End exploitation 
EMPOWER 
  

 

Educate 

Please note: 

For each learning session there are 6 phases, with suggested timing as 
follows –  

Engagement   15 minutes 

Exploration    10 minutes 

Explanation   20 minutes  

Elaboration and Recap 5 minutes 

Evaluation   5 minutes 

Next Session   5 minutes  
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Learning Session 1  - How am I able to become the adult that I want to be, with the opportunity to 
experience healthy adult relationships? 

Learning Intention: Purpose of this session is to formulate an understanding of the way that we develop as 
individuals, so we are in the best position to make positive decisions when presented with life choices. 

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Summarising and note-taking 

Student Outcomes 
Students will be able to 
identify types of 
choices/decisions that will 
lead positively into 
adulthood 
 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will engage in sustained class 
discussion relating to influencers in their 
lives – those who help to shape their lives 

Curriculum  
Context and Outcomes 

See Context Chart Learning 
Session 1 (LS1) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Metalanguage 
Brainstorming – Classifying 
– Defining – Describing – 
Explaining – Imagining – 
Questioning – Decision-
making 
 
Freedom – Integrity – 
Respect - Responsibility 

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Stages of development in life journey – 
significance of adolescence into adult stage. 
Type of adult we become is influenced by 
our personal circumstances – family of 
origin – other adult role models – 
relationships we experience. There is 
socialisation process that helps each of us 
to develop into adult we are able to be. 
Having aspirations for future also shapes us  

Resources for Session 
Resource 01 handouts, 
Resource 02 slide,  
Resource 03 slide,  
Resource 04 slide 

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 
 

Introduction – sharing purpose of learning 
sessions/Unit of Study Resource 01 – 1st handout 
Explain journaling process and end of lesson 
journal jottings time Resource 02 – 2nd handout  

Students create timeline of their life, 
recording significant events and 
people in their lives – infant – child 
– teenager – adolescent Resource 02 

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

Individual then class brainstorm – what is an adult 
in our society? What can adults legally do that 
young people cannot? 
 

Identify: An adult is a person…. 
An adult is able to… 
Resource 03 
 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 
 

Students create concept map of adult they want to 
be. Reflect on concept map to identify how this 
can best be achieved – who helps to shape me – 
influencers – add to concept map Resource 04 

Teacher monitoring of student 
participation in 1:1 conversations. 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: So why is it important to 
consider these questions? 2 minute Journal 
Jotting: Things that have struck me most in this 
Learning Session…questions I have to consider. 

 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time. What struck you most about 
the UDHR document? 

Home task – commence vocab 
sheet Resource 01 – 3rd handout and 
read Resource 01 – 4th handout 

Next Session – 
 

Human rights - UDHR  
 

 

 

32 
 



 
 

Resource 01 – Handouts 

 

 

PURPOSE OF THIS UNIT OF STUDY 

 

My Rights – My Future 

          forced marriage 
The purpose of this Unit of Study is to raise student awareness about the practice of forced 
marriage in Australia. It is then to educate students about how and why this practice takes 
place, and about why it is an unacceptable and illegal practice in Australia.  

Your participation in this Unit of Study is aimed to be an empowering experience, as there 
are strategies that assist those in, or at risk of, forced marriage to navigate this situation.  

Whilst you may not be in or at risk of forced marriage yourself, you may be the friend, 
relative or associate of someone who finds him or herself in this situation. You may work 
with someone one day who is in, or at risk of, forced marriage. As such, your participation 
in this Unit may enable you to assist them.  

It is vitally important that young people in Australia know about their human rights, their 
civic responsibilities, and the laws that make forced marriage illegal. 

This Unit may help to protect someone now…it may empower someone to speak up for 
themselves or another…it may mean that the future generation is not at risk of forced 
marriage. 

The most important purpose of this Unit is to help to end the exploitation caused by the 
illegal practice of forced marriage in Australia, by making young people aware of this 
situation. 
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REFLECTING ON MY LEARNING 
Date and  

Learning Session 
Number 

Reflection on my learning in this Learning Session 
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VOCABULARY   Using subject-specific language 

Throughout the Unit of Study you are required to add to this vocabulary chart and to complete your 
understanding of the words and terms used. The purpose of this task is to build your vocabulary and to 
incorporate these words and terms into further learning tasks. 

word – term – 
acronym 
 

Definition/Meaning within the Australian forced marriage context 

AFP 
 

 

AGD 
 

 

aggravated offence 
 

 

arranged marriage 
 

 

case study 
 

 

coercion 
 

 

confiscating 
 

 

consenting 
 

 

culturally 
 

 

deceived 
 

 

ethnicity 
 

 

exploitation 
 

 

exploitative 
 

 

forced marriage 
 

 

freedoms 
 

 

freely and fully 
 

 

human rights 
 

 

illegal 
 

 

illegality 
 

 

immigration 
 

 

international 
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investigation 
 

 

jurisdiction 
 

 

legislation 
 

 

marriage 
 

 

NGO 
 

 

obligations 
 

 

proactive 
 

 

prosecution 
 

 

referral 
 

 

residency 
 

 

sexual orientation 
 

 

slavery 
 

 

slavery-like  
practices 

 

spouse 
 

 

threatened 
 

 

trafficking 
 

 

unlawfully 
detained 

 

vulnerable 
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FORCED MARRIAGE INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS 
Refer to http://www.ag.gov.au/forcedmarriage  

Forced Marriage 

In Australia, the term ‘forced marriage’ is used to describe what happens when somebody gets married 
without freely and fully consenting, because they have been coerced, threatened or deceived.  

What does it mean to be coerced? Threatened? Deceived? 

Some types of coercion are obvious and easy to identify, including the use of physical or sexual violence, 
or refusing to let somebody leave a particular place or location until they accept the marriage. Other types 
of coercion are less obvious because they involve psychological and emotional pressure. These types of 
coercion involve making a person feel responsible for, or ashamed of the consequences of not marrying, 
such as bringing shame on their family.  

Forced marriage is a slavery-like practice, a form of gender-based violence and an abuse of human rights. 

What stereotypes do we need to overcome?  

Forced marriage is not limited to any particular cultural group, religion or ethnicity, and there are reports 
of forced marriage from all over the world 

What is gender-based violence?  

While men and boys can be victims of forced marriage, most reported victims are young women and girls. 
Forced marriage is considered a form of gender-based violence 

What does it mean to be free to choose?  

Every adult in Australia is free to choose if, whom and when they marry if they are aged over 18  

What constitutes a serious crime?  

Forcing anybody to get married is never acceptable and is a serious crime in Australia 

In what ways can a person be pressured into being married against their will?  

It doesn’t matter where somebody lives, what their gender is, how old they are, or what their community 
background is; nobody is allowed to physically, emotionally, or psychologically pressure anyone to get 
married without their consent   

Which human right is being taken away if a person is forced into marriage? 

Forced marriage deprives people of their equal enjoyment and exercise of human rights and freedoms.  

In what ways is a person’s equality taken from them if they are forced to marry? 

A person’s right to choose if, whom and when they marry, under the constraints of Australia’s age laws, is 
central to their life and their dignity and equality as a human being. 
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What does free and full consent mean? 

Criminalising forced marriage is consistent with Australia’s international obligations to prevent and 
address forced marriage and ensure that marriages are entered into with the free and full consent of each 
spouse 

Australia's response to forced marriage 
What does exploitation mean? 

Australia's response to forced marriage forms part of the Australian Government's strategy to combat 
serious forms of exploitation, including human trafficking, slavery, and other slavery like practices such 
as servitude and forced labour 

What does ‘to cause’ mean?  

It is illegal to cause a person to enter a forced marriage, and to be a party to a forced marriage 

What does ‘to be a party to’ mean?  

Being a party to a forced marriage means agreeing to marry a person whom you know or suspect is a 
victim of forced marriage, unless you are a victim of the forced marriage yourself 

What does regardless mean?  

The crime of forced marriage can apply to: 

• Legally recognised marriages, as well as cultural or religious ceremonies and registered 
relationships 

• Marriages that occur in Australia (including where a person was brought to Australia to get 
married), as well as where a person is taken overseas to get married 

• The conduct of any person involved in bringing about the forced marriage, including family 
members, friends, wedding planners and marriage celebrants 

The offences apply regardless of the age, gender, sexual orientation, religious or cultural background of 
the victim. 

What are the penalties for forced marriage offences?  

Australia's forced marriage offences carry heavy penalties 

How are arranged marriages different to forced marriages? 

The crime of forced marriage does not include: 

Arranged marriage—when potential spouses are introduced through the involvement of a third party or 
family member, and both parties have consented to marry. 

Arranged marriages are legal in Australia as the two people marrying have agreed to marry; they are not 
being forced. 
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Signs that someone may be at risk of forced marriage 
Sometimes children and young people are taken overseas to be forcibly married. This is against the law in 
Australia and the court can make orders to ensure that a child or young person cannot be taken overseas 
for this purpose.  

This means that the court is able to: 

• prevent a passport being issued for a child 
• require a person to surrender a child or accompanying adult's passport to the court 
• prevent the removal of a child from Australia and place the child's name on the Airport Watch List 

In an emergency, such as if a person is at-risk of forced marriage and their safety is also at risk, dial Triple 
Zero (000)  

If you think someone is in, or at immediate risk of a forced marriage, call the Australian Federal Police on 
131 AFP (131 237).  

You can contact the AFP anonymously by calling 131 AFP (131 237) or by filling out an online form on 
the human trafficking page of the AFP website - https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_ forms/human_trafficking_form 

 

If someone is in, or at risk of a forced marriage, they may find it hard to tell someone about their situation. 

A combination of the following signs may indicate that a person is in a forced marriage, or at risk of being 
made to enter into a forced marriage: 

• Sudden announcement that the person is engaged 
• Person's older siblings stopped going to school or were married early 
• Person's family have a lot of control over the person's life which doesn't seem normal or 

necessary (for example, the person is never allowed out or always has to have somebody 
else from the family with them) 

• Person displays signs of depression, self-harming, social isolation and substance abuse 
• Person seems scared or nervous about an upcoming family holiday overseas 
• Person spends a long time away from school, university or work 
• Person often does not come to, or suddenly withdraws from school, university or work 
• Person does not have control over their income 
• Person is unable to make significant decisions about their future without consultation or 

agreement from their parents or others 
• Evidence of family disputes or conflict, domestic violence, abuse or running away from 

home 

It can be difficult to identify the signs of forced marriage and you should seek help and advice as soon as 
possible 

It is important that you always act in the best interests of the person in, or at risk of a forced marriage, 
including by being mindful of their safety as well as your own 

Whilst the Australian Federal Police are responsible for investigating and prosecuting 
Commonwealth crimes, they also have a very proactive and positive role in relation to forced 
marriage. They are able to protect and help those in, or at risk of, forced marriage to access a range 
of support services. 
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REFERRAL PATHWAYS 
FOR THOSE IN, OR AT RISK OF, FORCED MARRIAGE 

 

Please note that other support agencies can also be added to this Pathways information 
 

If you are, or someone you know is in, or at-risk of, a forced marriage, help is available 

IMMEDIATE DANGER? 
 

Telephone 000 – to reach the police 
 

 
Is a person in, or at risk of, forced marriage?  

 
AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE 131 AFP (131 237) or complete the 

online form -            https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form  
Remember that you can contact the AFP anonymously. 

 

 
Support and Assistance required that is CONFIDENTIAL?    
 
 
 

⇒ Anti-Slavery Australia: free, private information and legal advice on 02 9514 8115 or 
help@mybluesky.org.au 
Visit www.mybluesky.org.au to reach the Anti-Slavery Australia forced marriage portal  

⇒ My Blue Sky   For free, private information and legal advice about forced marriage visit 
www.mybluesky.org.au or connect with them on Facebook at Facebook.com/MyBlueSkyFuture  

⇒ 1800 RESPECT National Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Counselling Services                           
ph 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800respect.org.au 
Also visit https://1800respect.org.au/what-is-forced-marriage/ or 
http://www.1800respect.org.au/forced-marriage-what-is-it-and-where-do-i-find-support 

⇒ Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights Advice and assistance for Muslim 
women and girls ph 03 9481 3000 or www.ausmuslimwomenscentre.org.au 

⇒ The Freedom Partnership Salvation Army ph 02 9211 5794 or www.endslavery.salvos.org.au 
⇒ Family Law Information ph 1300 352 000 or enquiries@familylawcourts.gov.au 
⇒ Kids Helpline A service for young people up to 25 years ph 1800 55 1800 
⇒ eheadspace confidential online and telephone support service seven days a week 
⇒ Translation Services if you require help from a translator ph 131 450 or www.tisnational.gov.au 
⇒ Community Legal Centre Find your nearest centre at http://www.naclc.org.au/ 
⇒ Department of Human Services Contact via https://www.dss.gov.au/our-

responsibilities/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-human-trafficking-strategy 
 
Remember:  
There are people who are available to support and assist you. Find an adult that you trust to talk to so that 
you can get the help or advice that you need. 
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 Resource 02 - slide 

 

MY LIFE TIMELINE 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Birth 0 - 
1 month  

Infancy       
1 month - 2 

years 

Early Childhood    
2 - 7 years 

Later Childhood               
8 - 12 years 

Early Teenage Years                 
13 - 15 years 

Adolescence                                        
16 - 17 years      

Early adulthood                                                              
18 - 20 years 

Independent adulthood                                             
21 years + 
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Resource 03 - slide 

 

An ADULT is a person… 
 
 
 
 
 
An ADULT is able to…. 
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Resource 04 – slide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
ADULT I 
want to be 

Work goals 

Relationships 

Values and 
attitudes I 

see as 
important 

My 
involvement 

with my 
family 

Interests & 
hobbies 

Type of 
person 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify the human rights that we     
each possess, and the way that we can advocate for our rights and the rights of others.  
Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Summarising and note-taking 

Student Outcomes 
Students will be able to 
summarise information about 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR). 

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will engage in focused 
1:1 conversations after viewing 
the Human Rights YouTube 
clip. Emphasis on active 
listening. 

Curriculum  
Context and Outcomes 
See Context Chart (LS2) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Designing – following 
communication conventions 
– extracting relevant 
information  
Respect – Responsibility – 
Equity and Justice 
Freedom – Understanding – 
Tolerance – Inclusion  

Deep 
Knowledge/Understandings 

The UDHR is a milestone 
document in the history of 
human rights which sets out – 
for the first time – fundamental 
human rights to be protected.  

Resources for Session 
Resource 05 YouTube clip 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh3
BbLk5UIQ 
Resource 06 slide explaining 1:1 
UDHR Summary Task (complete as 
Home Task) 
Note: Resource 05 ands 06 on same 
page 
Resource 07 Handout of UDHR 
Articles 1-30 

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 
 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – 
specific, measurable, short-
term, observable student 
behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 
 

Class brainstorm: What does the term HUMAN 
RIGHTS mean? Individually students record 
what they consider are basic rights to which all 
people are entitled. Class sharing.  

Active engagement/contributions 
to class brainstorming by all 
students. 

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

Class viewing of YouTube Clip Resource 05, 
followed by one minute of student recap time: So 
what are our human rights? 
 

Attentive viewing of the clip. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 
 

Distribution of handout UDHR Articles 1-30 
Resource 07; student reading of.1:1 conversations 
around way to best summarise given right/rights 
for other young people Resource 06. 

Teacher monitoring of student 
participation in 1:1 conversations. 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 

3 minute class wind-up: 
The reasons that all people should be aware of 
their human rights – so that they can advocate for 
them.  

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most 
in this Learning 
Session…questions I have to 
consider. 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time. What struck you most about 
the UDHR document? 

Teacher asks students to consider 
their role in advocating for the 
rights of others; why? 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be exploring a situation 
where one of our human rights is taken from a 
person, and the implication of this human rights 
violation for that person and others. 

Home Task – Complete A4 
poster of the Human Right/s you 
were allocated Resource 06. Look 
at the UN website for more info 

 

 

Learning Session 2  -  What are my human rights and from where do these human rights originate? 
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Resource 05 – YouTube clip 

 

Our Human Rights – 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) 

 

Film clip from YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh3BbLk5UIQ 
 
 

Resource 06 – Slide 

 

UDHR Learning Task –  

The UDHR is a milestone document in the history of human rights. 

It sets out fundamental human rights to be protected. 

It is organised into 30 Articles. 

Your task is to work with another student, on the two or three 
Articles you have been assigned. You are to develop a simple, 
student-friendly summary statement for each Article, and to 
develop each into an A4 page poster. The poster is to have the 
Statement that you have developed and a suitable image, so that 
we are able to display these somewhere that other students can 
read about Human Rights. 

This task is to be completed for the next Learning Session as a 
Home Task. Both students are responsible for the task 
completion. 
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Resource 07 - Handout 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights - UDHR 

Article I  

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any 
kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, 
jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be 
independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3  

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.  

Article 4  

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their 
forms.  

Article 5  

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  

Article 6 

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All 
are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any 
incitement to such discrimination.  

Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All 
are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any 
incitement to such discrimination.  

Article 8  

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the 
fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  
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Article 9 

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10  

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, 
in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him.  

Article 11  

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 
according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not 
constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor 
shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was 
committed.  

Article 12  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor 
to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such 
interference or attacks.  

Article 13  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each State.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.  

Article 14  

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes or 
from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15  

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his nationality. 
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Article 16  pertains to forced marriage 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to 
marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its 
dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society 
and the State.  

Article 17  

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.  

Article 18   

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to 
change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or 
private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.  

Article 21  

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen 
representatives.  

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.  

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in 
periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret 
vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.  
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Article 22  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, through 
national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of 
each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free 
development of his personality.  

Article 23  

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of work 
and to protection against unemployment.  

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.  

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for himself and his 
family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social 
protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.  

Article 24  

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic 
holidays with pay.  

Article 25  

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of 
his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right 
to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of 
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or 
out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.  

Article 26  

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental 
stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 
generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 
friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United 
Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children.  
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Article 27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to 
share in scientific advancement and its benefits.  

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, 
literary or artistic production of which he is the author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29  

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his personality is 
possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are 
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare 
in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.  

Article 30  

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to 
engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set 
forth herein.  
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify what constitutes forced 
marriage, and how forced marriage differs to an arranged marriage which is legal in Australia.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, collaborative learning 

Student Outcomes 
Students will explore a visual 
case study of a young person 
forced into marriage, and will 
identify impacts experienced. 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will articulate why it is important for 
young people to know about/learn about the 
new Australian law on forced marriage.  

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS3) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Listening/viewing and 
responding 
Sharing perceptions 
Equity – Justice – Freedom  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Forced marriage is a practice where one or both 
spouses enter into a marriage without their full 
and free consent as a result of coercion, threat 
or deceit. 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 08 – Slide 
Resource 01 – from 
LS1  Resource 09 - 
Slide 

 

Learning Session 
Phase and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in motivation 
 

“A human right has been violated when a 
person is forced into marriage”  Resource 08 
What does this Statement mean? Think - Pair 
- Share 

Active engagement of students 
during the Pair – Share component.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous knowledge 
 

Students go back to Resource 01 handout on 
forced marriage to read through again 
(tracking along) as teacher reads it aloud, 
making comments throughout (particularly 
relating to the difference between forced 
marriage and arranged marriage). 
 

Students highlighting/ underlining 
important information in handout. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

Viewing ABC 4 Corners Program excerpt: 
Without Consent Resource 09 
(or explore the 3 AGD case studies) 

As students view program they 
journal their responses – 
perceptions. 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Why is the program titled ‘Without 
Consent’? 
What does consent mean? 
Was there coercion, threat or deceit present 
for this person? 

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
Why is it important for young people to learn 
about the Australian law on forced marriage? 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be exploring how our 
Australian law deals with the practice of 
forced marriage 

Home Task – Collect LS2 UDHR 
A4 posters to assess/display. 
Students may like to view entire 4 
Corners program at home. 
 

 

 

Learning Session 3  -  What is forced marriage and how does this practice take away a person’s human 
rights? 
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Resource 08 – Slide 

 

“A human right has been violated when a person is forced into 
marriage” 
 

Identify the key words in the statement above and jot down your 
thoughts about what this statement actually means. 

Now pair with another student and share your understandings. 
Try to come up with a common understanding between you to 
share with the rest of the class. 

 
Resource 09 – slide for ABC 4 Corners Program - Without Consent 

 

View the ABC 4 Corners Program excerpt – Without Consent 
What happens when young, educated, Australian-born girls are forced into unwanted 
marriages - often with relatives overseas? 
 
Samia was just seventeen when her father announced he was taking her on a holiday overseas. But this was a 
holiday with a difference. Back in the family's village in rural Pakistan, Samia watched in horror as the local Imam 
walked in ready to conduct her marriage to her first cousin - without her consent. With pressure from her extended 
family, she was given papers to sign and threatened. 
 
Returning to Australia, Samia sought help from local religious authorities in Sydney - but they ignored her and told 
her to accept the marriage. 
 
For the first time young women, the victims of forced marriages, are speaking out - without disguise and despite the 
risks of backlash from their communities. Are these women entitled to the same protection as other Australian girls? 
 
The Government thinks so; in fact they are so concerned they are introducing criminal legislation to ban forced 
marriage. However, outspoken members of Australian migrant communities say it is their responsibility to stop the 
practice and the men who enforce it. 
 
It's not only women who experience force or coercion to push them into marriage. It happens to men too, often with 
disastrous consequences. Reporter Sarah Ferguson tells the story of one young woman who agrees to marry a 
man chosen by her family. What she doesn't know until after the marriage is that he married her under duress. The 
relationship then descends into a spiral of alcohol and violence. 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2012/03/29/3466537.htm 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify how Australian law 
deals with the practice of forced marriage, and some of the motivators for forced marriage. 

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Utilising cues, questions and organisers 

Student Outcomes 
Students explore a forced 
marriage scenario, subsequently 
identifying motivators and 
impacts on victim.  

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will problem-solve about Ani’s 
dilemma: analysing the causes and effects of 
the situation, and finding a way to stop the 
causes 

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS4) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Analysing a situation 
Problem-solving using creative 
abilities to identify a possible 
solution  
Respect – Justice – Tolerance  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Forced marriage is a practice that is usually 
handed down as a tradition from generation to 
generation. It is a complex situation that 
requires empathetic understanding and 
sensitivity to solve. 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 10 – Slide 
Resource 11 – Slide  

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 
 

A young girl, Ani, has discovered that her 
family plans to take her overseas to be forcibly 
married to an older man she has never met. How 
can we help her? Resource 10 

Class brainstorm – student 
contributions to the discussion. 
What does Australian law tell us? 
Refer back to Resource 01 

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

Ani’s Scenario (Resource 11 Slide) to explore 
the issue further. Teacher models way to 
deconstruct a scenario/case study. 
 

Students identify the problem, 
persons involved, perpetrators, 
motivators 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 
 

Students individually create a mind map to 
identify possible actions that could be taken by 
Ani’s friend. 

Teacher invites students to 
contribute their ideas about 
possible courses of action to be 
taken.  

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 

3 minute class wind-up: 
In a potential forced marriage situation, there 
are referral pathways that can be accessed. 

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
For Ani’s friend, the best referral pathway is…  

Each student to have a very clear 
understanding of 000 Police for 
when a person is at risk of 
harm/unsafe, AFP, other agencies. 

Next Session - 
5 minutes 

Next session we will be exploring the steps that 
can be taken if a person is in or at risk of forced 
marriage. 

 

 

Learning Session 4  -  What if someone tries to take away a person’s human rights by forcing them 
into marriage? 
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Resource 10 – slide 

 

A young girl of 15, Ani, has discovered that her family plans to take her 
overseas – on a “holiday” – to be forcibly married to an older man whom 
she has never met before. 

How can we help Ani? 

What does Australian law tell us about the ways in which Ani can be 
helped? 

 

To do this let’s go back to the handout Forced Marriage for Australian 
Students, which was handed, out and used in Learning Session 1 (part of 
Resource 01). 
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     Resource 11 – slide 

A SCENARIO - ANI 

Ani and I have been close friends since primary school. We tell each other everything. That is, until recently.  

I had noticed that Ani seemed to be going through a bad time. She was taking time off school and I knew she 
wasn’t sick.  She had always been a good student but she wasn’t doing her homework and was actually failing 
assessments. This wasn’t like her at all. She was losing weight; I could see that her clothes were getting baggy.  

I tried to talk to Ani about my observations and concerns but she just shut down. I suggested that she should 
talk to her mum if she was worried about something, but she just hung her head.  

Ani and her family were so close. Close in a different way to my family. I guess in her culture having strict 
parents is part of the deal, and I got that. Ani’s family thought that being strict and having really high 
expectations showed the way they loved Ani and her brothers and sisters.  

My concern for Ani’s well being began to grow when I noticed that Ani was taking less interest in her personal 
hygiene and grooming. She had always been so fussy. When I mentioned that something seemed wrong, Ani 
just exploded. She told me to mind my own business and she left me standing there with my mouth wide open.   

Later that night Ani contacted me by text. She had a sneaky pre-paid phone that she hid from her family, as 
they didn’t approve of having mobiles. In her text she told me that she thought her parents were planning 
something for her: something bad. I texted back that we really needed to talk about this and we should meet a 
bit earlier in the Library before school.  

I couldn’t believe it when Ani arrived. She had obviously been crying; she told her parents she didn’t feel well. 
She was physically shaking and she had dark circles under her eyes. We sat down, and as I held Ani’s 
trembling hand, she told me she suspected her parents were planning to make her get married.   

I was gob-smacked as Ani and I were only 15! I tried not to show how upset I was; I just sat there and listened. 
Ani was to go with her older cousin on an overseas trip; we knew that. Now, however, Ani had put the pieces 
together and she feared that her overseas trip was actually an excuse to marry her to an older man over there.  

Ani was so upset that her parents, whom she loved so much and who loved her so much, could possibly do 
this. She knew that they still had friends with whom they had regular contact in their home town. She didn’t 
know what to think.  

She told me that she had shared her fears and suspicions with her grandma, with whom she had always had a 
special bond. Her grandma had started sobbing herself, telling Ani not to say anything to anyone…that her 
parents loved her, that she must do as she was told, that she could never disobey her parents. 

She then went on to tell Ani that if any of the plans went wrong that she would die of the shame of it all. Ani 
was afraid for her beloved grandmother’s health; she had a weak heart and was on so much medication.  

Ani thought about her mum and dad who had sacrificed everything to come to Australia to give their family a 
chance at a good life. She felt totally trapped by the circumstances, but she did not want to be forced to get 
married so young. Ani begged me to keep her confidence and I nodded my agreement, but felt a sick feeling 
growing.  

I couldn’t stop thinking about Ani’s predicament. I knew that our friendship had always rested on the trust that 
we shared. But I also knew that I could not sit by and just let this happen to her. I realised that I had to tell 
someone who could help with the situation; I had to find a trusted adult who would have the knowledge to help 
Ani deal with this situation. The person would have to understand the impossible family situation that Ani was 
facing if this wasn’t handled right. I knew that I had to act quickly but sensibly because who knew when Ani’s 
grandma might let her parents know that she was aware of what was going to happen. 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to gather information about how, 
when and why Australia developed the law making forced marriage illegal.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, utilizing a variety of linguistic and visual 
representations of learning and understandings. 

Student Outcomes 
Students will research forced 
marriage legislation in Australia 
in response to an inquiry 
question.  

Subtantive Communication 
Students will analyse the way in which 
Australian forced marriage legislation was 
developed.  

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS5) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Following conventions for 
inquiry/research – websearching 
– report writing 
Equity – Justice  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
As a result of concerns from government and 
non-government organisations about their 
growing awareness of incidents of young 
people being forced into marriage, the 
Australian government introduced legislation 
in 2013, making the practice illegal. 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 12 – Slide 
Resource 13 – Slide 
Resource 14 – 
Template (answer she 
also supplied) 

 

Learning Session 
Phase and 

suggested timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in motivation 
 

On March 8th, 2013, Australia enacted a law 
making forced marriage illegal. This law is 
part of Australia’s strategy to end exploitation. 
This law comes under the slavery and slavery-
like practices legislation Resource 12. 

What other forms of exploitation 
does Australian law address? Class 
discussion.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous knowledge 
 

Teacher direct instruction/recap how to 
conduct web searches.  
Inquiry question: how and why did Australia 
develop a law making forced marriage illegal? 
Resource 13 
 

Students to use computers to access 
cited websites to answer inquiry 
question. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

Individual student online research/creating 
one A4 page of notes (in own words). 

Students develop their online 
research notes into report. Resource 
14 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Australia’s strategy to end exploitation 
includes forced marriage, forced labour, 
human trafficking and all practices that 
degrade people. 

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
How does Australia’s strategy support our 
international obligations? 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be exploring the 
sensitivities requires, and recognition of the 
complexities involved, when assisting those 
in, or at risk of, forced marriage. 

Home Task – Using the notes 
taken during the lesson, develop a 
one-page report using the template 
provided Resource 14.  

 

 

Learning Session 5  - How does Australian law deal with forced marriage? 
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Resource 12 – slide 

 

On International Women’s day, March 8th, 2013, Australia 
enacted a law making forced marriage illegal. 

This law is part of Australia’s strategy to end exploitation. 

The law comes under the Slavery and Slavery-like Practices 
legislation. 

 
Resource 13 – slide 

 

Inquiry Question: 

How and why did Australia develop a law making forced 
marriage illegal? 
 

Some useful information and websites for you to research: 

 
Learn about the process for developing a Law in Australia – go to 
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/House_of_Representatives/Powers_practice_and_procedure/00_-
_Infosheets/Infosheet_7_-_Making_laws 
 
After an Inquiry into forced marriage in Australia, the Australian government decided to include the prohibition of 
forced marriage in Australian law. The Crimes Legislation Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-like Conditions and 
People Trafficking) Bill 2012 was drafted.  
 
You can explore this Bill by going to the Australian Parliament homepage http://www.aph.gov.au/ and then 
choosing Parliamentary Business and then clicking on Bills and Legislation to search for the legislation that 
includes provisions concerning forced marriage. 

Alternatively you can go to the site 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/bd/bd1213a/13bd014#_Toc333573198  

Look at the section headed ‘Purpose’ to explore the purpose of the new law. Also go to the section ‘key provisions’, 
and in particular, the section on forced marriage under item 12. 

What is the new law trying to do?  

Go to the Anti-Slavery Australia website to read about the Australian Legal Framework around human exploitation, 
of which forced marriage is part http://www.antislavery.org.au/resources/australian-legal-framework.html 

What are the forms of human exploitation covered by Australian law? 
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Resource 14 – report template 

REPORT - AUSTRALIA’S LAW ON FORCED MARRIAGE 

Australia develops laws by 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Australian government 
became aware that forced 
marriage was being practiced in 
Australia after 

In response to this awareness the 
Australian government went 
through a law making process that 
involved the following steps 

The law on forced marriage was 
enacted on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The law states that This law comes under 

This law is part of Australia’s 
strategy to end human 
exploitation. Other forms of 
exploitation include 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The forced marriage law is 
enforced by 

Source materials: 
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Resource 14 – report template                      SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR TEACHERS re Page 60 Student Copy 

REPORT - AUSTRALIA’S LAW ON FORCED MARRIAGE 

Australia develops laws by 
 
- A new Commonwealth (national) 
law can only be made, or an 
existing law changed or removed, 
by or under the authority of the 
federal Parliament, that is, by or in 
accordance with an Act of 
Parliament. 
 
-A bill, which is a formal document 
prepared in the form of a draft Act, 
is no more than a proposal for a law 
or a change to the law. A bill 
becomes an Act—a law—only after 
it has been passed in identical form 
by both Houses of the Parliament 
and has been assented to by the 
Governor-General. 
 

 

The Australian government became 
aware that forced marriage was 
being practiced in Australia after 
Community organisations spoke 
about the practice and about this 
violence to women being 
experienced in Australia. The 
Government then launched an 
Inquiry into forced marriage in 
Australia to understand the problem 
better. 
 
More detail:  
The Government released a public 
discussion paper on forced and 
servile marriage on 
22 November 2010. This was 
followed by the release of a second 
public discussion paper, The 
Criminal Justice Response to 
Slavery and People Trafficking; 
Reparation; and Vulnerable Witness 
Protections, two days later at the 
third National Roundtable on 
People Trafficking. The results of 
those consultations informed the 
development of the Bill.  
 

In response to this awareness the 
Australian government went through a 
law making process that involved the 
following steps 
 
1. Preparation and Introduction of a 

bill (The Crimes Legislation 
Amendment (Slavery, Slavery-
like Conditions and People 
Trafficking) Bill 2012 was 
drafted) 

2. Passage of this bill through the 
House of Representatives (the 
Lower House of Parliament) 

3. Passage of this bill through the 
Senate (the Upper House of 
Parliament) 

The law on forced marriage was 
enacted on 
March 8th, 2013, which is 
International Women’s Day; this 
made forced marriage illegal in 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The law states 
-270.7A that:  
a marriage is a forced marriage if, 
because of the use of coercion, 
threat or deception, one party to the 
marriage (the victim) entered into 
the marriage without freely and 
fully consenting. 
 
270.7B: 
-Cause a person to enter into a 
forced marriage; or 
-Be a party to a forced marriage, 
where you know you spouse is the 
victim of a forced marriage 

This law comes under 
the Crimes Legislation Amendment 
(Slavery, Slavery‑ like Conditions and 
People Trafficking) Act 2013 

This law is part of Australia’s 
strategy to end human exploitation. 
Other forms of exploitation include: 
• Trafficking for sexual 

exploitation 
• Forced labour 
• Organ trafficking 
• Slavery in supply chains 

The forced marriage law is enforced 
by the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP). 

Source materials: 
from the following websites: 
aph.gov.au 
acrath.org.au  
antislavery.org.au  
mybluesky.org.au 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to recognize that the practice of 
forced marriage is a complex one, that needs to be handled with sensitivity and understanding.  
Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, comparing and contrasting 

Student Outcomes 
Students recognise/identify the 
complexities and sensitivities 
involved in responding to the 
practice of forced marriage. 

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will engage in an in-depth 
conversation, in pairs, analysing possible 
character motivations.  

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS6) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Listening actively to engage in 
the ideas being communicated. 
Understanding – Equity – Justice  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
The motivators of forced marriage are 
numerous. The practice of forced marriage is 
illegal in Australia. It is a practice that 
degrades people, taking away their freedom to 
choose if, whom, and when they marry. 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 15 – Slide  

 

Learning Session 
Phase and 

suggested timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 

What do we remember about Ani’s situation 
from Learning Session 4? 
Teacher maps what students recall.  

Students join class discussion 
about possible reasons each 
character behaves as they do in the 
scenario.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 
 

If we acknowledge what is generally expected 
in Australian society, that family members 
usually want what is best for one another, why 
is Ani’s family perpetrating this crime? 

Class discussion: 
1) Do we acknowledge this? Why 
or why not? 
2) Possible reasons Ani’s family is 
behaving like this. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

Using Think – Pair – Share strategy, students 
given an Ani scenario character to analyse 
Resource 15. 

Pairs to collaboratively identify 
possible motivations, ready to 
report back to class. 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Sometimes with the best intentions, families 
pass on traditions that are negative/destructive. 
One family practice that may be passed from 
generation to generation is forced marriage. 
Forced marriage is never acceptable, and 
always illegal, in Australia.  

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
Understanding the sensitive nature of Ani’s 
predicament, her friend could… Students 
generate possible actions that Ani’s friend 
could take 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be exploring the ways in 
which a person can protect himself or herself 
from forced marriage. Proactive strategies. 
 

 

 

 

Learning Session 6  - What are the sensitivities and complexities involved in dealing with forced 
marriage? 
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Resource 15 – slide 

SCENARIO CHARACTERS - In addition to the information contained in the scenario the following details are provided: 

Ani 

• A fairly nervous type of girl who takes most things to heart. She is fairly vulnerable emotionally 
• Whilst greatly affectionate and loving towards her family, she is too intimidated to question any aspect of her parents’ authority or 

break any of the rules that her parents and older siblings and relatives have for her 
• A good daughter – she isn’t rebellious in any way, although she would like to go out like her friends; she wants to please her family 
• Easily influenced and coerced. She feels strongly that her grandma is trying to hush her up with emotional blackmail and she knows 

that her mother would do anything to keep the peace with her dad and brothers 
• Frightened when her father or the older boys and men in the family get angry. She does everything she can to avoid situations 

where she sees the males becoming angry.  
• She knows that her father has never had any reason to be angry with her – she has always been such a loving, good daughter – but 

she fears that this situation, if handled badly, could see his anger flare 
• Articulate and receiving a good education where she is being taught to think for herself. Thinking for herself, and having her own 

hopes and dreams, are not part of her family culture so she keeps all this to herself 
• Kept at home when she is not in school – but she knows that this keeps her parents happy. She has very few friends outside her own 

community – and their parents have the same rules as Ani’s. She has only one close friend at school 
 

Ani’s dad 
 

• A loving father who wants his family to have a better life in Australia 
• A very proud man, very concerned with his family’s reputation within the community 
• An extremely hard worker. He works from 6.00am until 7.30pm each day and always seems tired. He works as much overtime as 

he can to repay the debt to the money-lender overseas, but seems to be making little progress because of the growing interest on the 
original amount borrowed 

• The head of the house – very much the decision-maker and not to be argued with 
• A very strong man who would not like to change his mind once he has made a decision 
• A man who believes that men are the ones who make the decisions 

 
Ani’s mum 
 

• The peace-keeper of the family, always trying to balance the happiness of her children with ensuring that she does not step on her 
husband’s toes - as the head of the family - or offend any male member of the family or community 

• Caught between two cultures – her culture of origin and the Australian culture that she is now part of 
• Feisty and opinionated, but only with the other women of the family and community. She almost seems afraid to speak out with the 

males 
• Frightened of what may happen if her family cannot stick to the arrangements made some time ago they borrowed a lot of money to 

move to Australia and her husband’s wages cannot stretch much further. She has suggested getting a job herself to help repay the 
debt, but that only incurred her husband’s anger as he felt that she was questioning his ability to support his family 

• Answerable to her older sons as well as her husband 
• Loving and caring of her children; she really only wants what is best for them 
• Concerned about her daughters having good husbands – husbands that will be able to support her daughters and to provide them 

with nice homes, nice clothing and who will be good fathers 
• Very respectful of her mother-in-law, Ani’s grandma. She defers to grandma on all big decisions 

 

Ani’s grandmother 
 

• The matriarch of the family – she is in charge of all that involves the women of the family and the very young boys 
• A widow and mother of Ani’s father 
• Hard on Ani’s mother – she thinks that she needs to be stronger with her sons 
• A loving grandma – she indulges the children and always gives them treats  
• Somewhat intimidated by her son – Ani’s dad – as he is the head of the family since her own husband died  
• Committed to keeping their culture strong, even though they now live in Australia 
• Always trying to keep the peace between the children and their father. She does not want them to do anything to upset their dad or 

to make him angry, so she appeals to them to be good, obedient children to their father who works so hard for them. She often uses 
emotional blackmail to get the children to do what she asks, appealing to the children’s fear that grandma may get sick and die if 
they cause any upset in the family 

 

Ani’s cousin 

• Very tough and not easily approached by Ani and her siblings 
• Traditional in his outlooks; he hangs on to his homeland traditions and does not respect the cultural differences between his 

homeland and Australia 
• Demanding towards Ani and her siblings; he acts like another parent 
• Always does what his cousin – Ani’s father – asks. He virtually ignores the women of the family, expecting to be waited on by 

them at meal times. A regular presence in Ani’s family home; he spends a lot of time with Ani’s father and older brothers 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify the options available to 
both Ani and her friend to advocate for Ani’s human rights – exploring Referral Pathways.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, generating and testing hypotheses.  

Student Outcomes 
Students will identify 
options/pathways for Ani and her 
friend. 

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will engage in dialogue about 
possible options to solve the problem – 
listening and responding – sharing perceptions 
and ideas. 

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS7) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Identifying pros and cons for 
problem-solving options 
generated. 
Rights – Responsibility – 
Respect - Empathy 

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
There is nothing so terrible that we cannot tell 
someone that we trust, who will be able to help 
us with the situation we are facing. For those 
in, or at risk of, forced marriage, there is help 
available to them.  

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 16 – Slide 
Resource 17 - Slide 

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 
 

Teacher poses question to the class; If Ani were 
to make the decision to self-refer in an attempt to 
stop the intended forced marriage, how could she 
do this in a safe and private manner? Resource 
16 

Students contribute ideas to class 
chart (see Resource 17 – slide of 
chart) 

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

Teacher poses same question, except it is in 
relation to Ani’s friend referring Ani. Resource 
16 

Individually, students complete 
chart (refer to Resource 17) 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

In pairs, students role-play making a referral to 
000, the AFP, Anti-Slavery Australia, The 
Freedom Partnership (refer to Resource 17). 

Students identify – as a class – 
possible additional referral options 
– to whom/why.  

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 

3 minute class wind-up: 
There are numerous agencies that are available 
to provide advice/assistance to those in, or at risk 
of, forced marriage. 

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
Are there any agencies that we can add to the 
Referral Pathways? Resource 16 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be exploring ways that we 
can help to support others in, or at risk of, forced 
marriage. Ways that we can advocate for their 
rights. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Session 7  -  How can a person take action to protect themself from being in, or at risk of, 
forced marriage? 
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Resource 16 – slide 

 

Go back to the final page of the handout distributed in Learning Session 1 –  

 

Forced marriage Information for Student 

Referral Pathways 

 

 
Resource 17 – slide 

 

 

 

THE REFERRAL PROCESS 
 
To which agency will the referral be 
made? 
 

 

 
Why has this agency been selected for 
the referral? 
 

 

 
How will the referral be made? 
 

 

 
When is the best time for the referral to 
be made? 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to become familiar with the Safety Plan, 
which is a proactive tool, and to be able to complete a Safety Plan – as a preventative measure.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Utilising cues and questions. 

Student Outcomes 
Students will complete a Safety 
Plan, taking on the role of Ani to 
do so.  

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will overturn a perception that 
there may be little a person can do if they are 
at risk of forced marriage.  

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS8 ) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Following writing conventions 
to complete a form –Safety Plan. 
Self-responsibility – 
Empowerment – Resilience – 
Freedom  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
If a person is at risk of being forced to 
marry, there are proactive steps that can be 
taken to minimise personal safety risks. This 
is an empowering action.  

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 18 – Slides 
(and to be copied as 
handouts) 

 

Learning Session 
Phase and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in motivation 
 

Teacher poses question: What does it mean 
to be SAFE? What does it mean to be safe, 
in terms of a forced marriage? 

Students first think about this 
question, jotting their ideas. 
Students then contribute their ideas 
to class discussion.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous knowledge 

Teacher introduces the students to the 
forced marriage Safety Plan, explaining it 
via the slides for Resource 18. 

Students listen attentively as 
teacher explains the nature of the 
Safety Plan. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 
20 minutes 

Students work in pairs – one taking the role 
of Ani’s friend, the other of Ani. Ani’s 
friend alerts Ani to the availability of the 
proactive tool. 

The pairs complete the Safety Plan 
for Ani.  

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: 
By having a Safety Plan in place, a person 
at risk of forced marriage has taken a 
proactive step to ensure his/her personal 
safety. 

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
What was the experience of completing a 
Safety Plan like? 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be identifying the 
ways in which forced marriage is a form of 
gender-based violence that predominantly 
victimizes women and girls.  

Home Task – Complete the 
Personal Safety activity (Resource 
18) on the last page of the handout 
provided. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Session 8  -  How am I able to help support others who are in, or at risk of, forced 
marriage? 
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 Resource 18 – slide and handout 

ANI’S SAFETY PLAN 
To whom can I talk? 
 
If you do not want to keep a copy of the safety plan, you can complete and cut out the important information in the 
box with the dotted lines.  Keep this cut-out hidden and easily accessible so that you know how to get help and 
advice.   

 

I have read the information below about communicating safely YES/NO 
 

COMMUNICATING SAFELY 

If you are in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, it is important that you seek help. The information below will help you 
to communicate safely with people who are trying to help and assist you.  

 

Talking on a phone or texting  

• If you are worried that someone might check your phone you can ask to borrow a phone from someone you 
trust, ask to use a phone at work or school, or use a pay phone. If it is safe to do so, you can secretly 
purchase a cheap mobile phone to use.  

• Only call when you are alone or with someone you trust.  
• Think of a safe word that you can use when talking on the phone or sending text messages to someone you 

trust. You can use this safe word in the future to confirm your identity, and that it is safe for you to talk (for 
example, the safe word could be a certain answer to a question that is asked every time you talk). Choose a 
safe word only you and your trusted person know.  

• Remember that any calls you make will appear in the phone bill or call log.  
• If you can, delete the record of your call from the call log. If you are using a landline phone, dial another 

number after you finish the call. This will stop somebody else using the redial function to identify whom 
you called.  

• You may need to delete any text messages that you send or receive.  
• Store the number for the 131 AFP (131 237)) and your trusted person under a different name that will not 

raise concerns.  
 

Using email 

• Try to use a public computer or a computer that nobody else in your family or community has access to. 
You could borrow a trusted person’s computer or use a computer at school, work or a public library.  

• Delete your browsing history and cookies if you think that members of your family or community may be 
able to access the computer.  

• Use a private email address that nobody else in your family or community has access to. You can create a 
new email address for free online through Gmail or Yahoo.  

• Think about the risk that your email might be read by someone else, printed or forwarded.  
• You may need to delete any email messages that you send or receive.  
 

Meeting with somebody face-to-face  

• Meet in a safe and private place where you will not be recognised by anyone else.  
• It may be hard for you to meet with people who aren’t part of your family or community without 

permission. If so, try to meet with someone you trust, who can organise for other people to join you both.  
• You could also try to meet at a place where your family and community will not know what you are doing, 

like at your school or work or somewhere you might need to have a ‘private’ examination, like a doctor’s 
clinic.  
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Some people and organisations I can talk to get help, support and advice are: 

 The Australian Federal Police……………….ph 131 AFP  (131 237) or complete an online form 
https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form (This can be anonymous) 

  
  
  

I will keep a list of these numbers in this safe place _______________________________________ 

When I contact ____________ by phone/text/email/face-to-face, I will make sure that I stay safe by doing these 
things:  

  
  
  

 

I’m not sure what I want to do?  
 
This section will help you if you are worried you might be made to marry somebody but aren’t sure what to do.   

Someone that I trust and I can talk to if I don’t want to be married is- 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I will leave a copy of my completed safety plan with this trusted person- 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  

If I feel comfortable and safe, I will talk with these people in my family and community about forced marriage- 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I will explain to these people that forced marriage is against the law in Australia and that no one has the right to 
make me marry someone if don’t want to. I will do this by saying that- 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I can get help to talk to these people from this person- 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What can I do to stay safe at home? 
 
Even if you feel safe it is important that you are ready to leave home quickly and safely.  

Three possible situations which might threaten my safety at home are: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

I can deal with these situations by:  

 
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.   ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.   ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If it is safe to do so, I will keep a detailed list of any threats, violence, abuse or harassment, including dates and times.   

Three safe places I can go if I need to leave home quickly and safely are: 

1.  
 Address: 
 Contact details (including after hours): 
 The quickest and safest way for me to travel to this safe place is (bus routes etc): 

 
2.  
 Address: 
 Contact details (including after hours): 
 The quickest and safest way for me to travel to this safe place is: (bus routes etc): 

 
3.  
 Address: 
 Contact details (including after hours): 
 The quickest and safest way for me to travel to this safe place is (bus routes etc): 

 

Important documents I will try to take with me if I need to leave are: 

 passport 
 driver's licence  
 other photo identification  
 birth and/or marriage certificate 
 Medicare card 
 Bank details    Other? 

 

If I can, I will try to make copies of these documents and keep them in a safe place I can get to easily or give them to 
somebody I trust.  

The quickest and safest ways out of my home/school/work are: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I will practise leaving quickly in these ways.  

What if I think I may have to go overseas? 

I will contact a specialist community organisation as soon as possible to ask for help and advice if I think I will be 
taken overseas with my spouse or made to get married overseas. 

If my family asks me to travel overseas and I suspect that I will be made to get married, I will use these excuses to 
avoid going:  
______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If I decide it is safe to travel overseas, I will tell this person I trust _________________ and give them as much 
information as I can about where I am going and how long I will be gone.  If I can, I will also give this person a copy 
of my passport, itinerary and contact details while overseas.  

If I am taken to the airport against my will, or become concerned while at the airport, I will ask airport staff for help 
as soon as I can.  

If I am taken overseas, I will contact the nearest Australian Embassy/Consulate for help or contact the 24 hour 
Consular Emergency Centre in Canberra by phone on +61 2 6261 3305 or by text message on +61 421 269 080 
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The closest Australian Embassy/Consulate to where I think I might be taken overseas is:  

 City:  

 Embassy/Consulate address: 

 Embassy/Consulate phone number: 

 Embassy/Consulate email: 
       (A list of Australian Embassies/Consulates overseas is available online at: <www.dfat.gov.au/missions/>.) 

 
What do I do if I want to leave home? Leaving can be the most dangerous time.  
 

If I don’t feel safe and decide that I need to leave home I will contact these people or organisations to ask for 
help and advice before I leave: 

 Australian Federal Police  
 

  

  
 

I will ask this trusted person if I can stay with them  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I will try to take these important documents with me when I leave: 

 passport 
 driver’s licence  
 other photo identification  
 birth and/or marriage certificate 
 Medicare card 
 bank details  
 other 

 

If I can, I will keep copies of these documents in a safe place I can get to easily or give them to somebody I trust. 

I will take these other things with me when I leave:  

 a recent photo of myself  
 keys to my home, place of work and/or car 
 prescription medication  
 money/bank cards  
 extra clothing  
 any information that could identify anyone who is helping me or that could be used to locate where I have 

gone  
 mobile phone 
 other 

If I can, I will open my own bank account before I leave at _____________________  

I will make sure that everyone who knows where I have gone understands that they must not share this information 
with anybody else.  
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For the safety of the person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, it is important that you help them to use a safe computer or 
phone to contact the AFP. You could go to a public library or ask a trusted friend or another adult to help. 

How can I stay safe after I leave?  
I will contact these people or organisations for help, support and advice: 

* Australian Federal Police    *    
 *      * 
I will change my mobile phone number and other personal details including my online passwords and billing 
addresses. 

I will change my routine, including where I usually shop and the way I travel to work or school.   

I will be careful when I use social media and not upload photos which include identifiable people or places. 

I will talk to a solicitor (such as through a Community Legal Centre) about legally ending any marriage that may 
have occurred.  

I can find my nearest Community Legal Centre at <http://www.naclc.org.au/>.   

I will have my mail delivered to a postal box and not my new address.  

I will contact the Australian Electoral Commission and ask to be a silent elector.  This means my name and address 
will be excluded from the electoral roll. 

I will think about what I can do if I am followed home.  

 Do not go home or to a place where you will be alone or away from other people. 
 If you are on a bus, do not get off at your stop. Either stay on the bus and seek assistance from the driver, or 

get off at a stop where there are many people. 
 If you are walking and it is safe to do so, change your direction. Stay as close to other people as possible, 

and go to the nearest place where you might seek assistance.  
 If you have a phone, call someone you trust to meet you at an agreed location 

(a) What safeguards are available to help prevent a child or young person from being taken overseas? 

Sometimes, children and young people can be taken overseas to be forcibly married. This is against the law in Australia and the 
Australian Federal Circuit Court can make orders to ensure that a minor cannot be taken overseas. This means that the Court is 
able to: prevent a passport being issued for a child, require a person to deliver a child or accompanying adult’s passport to the 
court, and, restrain the removal of a child from Australia and place the child’s name on the Airport Watch List. If you are 
concerned that a minor may be taken overseas to be forcibly married it is important that you contact the AFP for assistance. 
You can also seek legal advice about making an application to the Australian Federal Circuit Court from a qualified community 
legal centre. You can find information about the types of legal services available from community legal centres in your area at  
www.naclc.org.au  

b) What kind of support services can the Australian Federal Police help a person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage to access? 

 The AFP can refer people in, or at risk of, forced marriage to the Australian Government’s Support for Trafficked 
People Program.  

 The Support Program provides individual case management support, including assistance to access suitable 
accommodation that meets safety and security requirements, financial support, medical treatment, counselling, access 
to legal and migration advice, appropriate skills development training, including English language and vocational 
guidance, and social support. 

 If the person referred to the Support Program is a minor, he or she would also be referred to the relevant State or 
Territory child protection authority for appropriate assistance.  

 Information about the Support Program is available online at: <www.redcross.org.au/support-for-trafficked- 
people.aspx> 

 If the person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage is not an Australian citizen and does not have a valid visa, they may be 
eligible for a visa under the Australian Government’s Human Trafficking Visa Framework.  

 The Visa Framework allows people in, or at risk of, a forced marriage to remain in Australia lawfully if they are not an 
Australian citizen or resident and do not hold a valid visa.  

 Registered migration agents and the Department of Immigration and Border Protection can provide advice about 
whether a person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage may be eligible for any other visa in addition to those under the 
Visa Framework. 
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REFERRAL PATHWAYS 
FOR THOSE IN, OR AT RISK OF, FORCED MARRIAGE 

 
Please note that other support agencies can also be added to this Pathways information 
 

If you are, or someone you know is in, or at-risk of, a forced marriage, help is available 

   IMMEDIATE DANGER?   Telephone 000 – to reach the police 
          

    Is a person in, or at risk of, forced marriage?  
 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE 131 AFP (131 237) or complete the online form -            
https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form  
 
Remember that you can contact the AFP anonymously. 
 

 

Support and Assistance required that is CONFIDENTIAL?    
 

⇒ Anti-Slavery Australia: free, private information and legal advice on 02 9514 8115 or 
help@mybluesky.org.au 
Visit www.mybluesky.org.au to reach the Anti-Slavery Australia forced marriage portal  

⇒ My Blue Sky   For free, private information and legal advice about forced marriage visit 
www.mybluesky.org.au or connect with them on Facebook at Facebook.com/MyBlueSkyFuture  

⇒ 1800 RESPECT National Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Counselling Services ph 1800 
737 732 or visit www.1800respect.org.au 
Also visit https://1800respect.org.au/what-is-forced-marriage/ or 
http://www.1800respect.org.au/forced-marriage-what-is-it-and-where-do-i-find-support 

⇒ Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights Advice and assistance for Muslim 
women and girls ph 03 9481 3000 or www.ausmuslimwomenscentre.org.au 

⇒ The Freedom  Partnership Salvation Army ph 02 9211 5794 or www.endslavery.salvos.org.au 
⇒ Family Law Information ph 1300 352 000 or enquiries@familylawcourts.gov.au 
⇒ Kids Helpline A service for young people up to 25 years ph 1800 55 1800 
⇒ eheadspace confidential online and telephone support service seven days a week 
⇒ Translation Services if you require help from a translator ph 131 450 or www.tisnational.gov.au 
⇒ Community Legal Centre Find your nearest centre at http://www.naclc.org.au/ 
⇒ Department of Human Services Contact via https://www.dss.gov.au/our-

responsibilities/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-human-trafficking-strategy 
 
Remember:  
There are people who are available to support and assist you. Find an adult that you trust to talk to so 
that you can get the help or advice that you need. 
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Home Task: 

The human hand is used as a symbol for this learning task. It represents the helping hand that one person 
is able to extend to another, and the reaching out to a person in need. 

In the space below make a tracing of one of your hands. In the space of the thumb and your four fingers 
record the names of between one and five trusted adults with whom you could speak confidentially if you 
were in, or at risk of, forced marriage.  

Give careful consideration to the people that you nominate.  

Each needs to be of an age that they would be able to help you to seek advice and gain the support that 
you may require.  

Some examples are: a teacher with whom you have a trusted relationship, a member of your local police, 
a trusted older relative 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify the ways that forced 
marriage is a slavery-like practice and a form of gender-based violence.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Summarising and note-taking.  

Student Outcomes 
Students identify the ways that 
forced marriage impacts a 
person, the reasons it is 
considered a slavery-like practice 
and how it is a form of gender-
based violence. 

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will work cooperatively to create a 3 
minute oral presentation and PowerPoint. 

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS9) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Synthesising knowledge to orally 
present a meaningful summary. 
Equity – Justice – Inclusion  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Forced marriage is a serious form of 
exploitation that violates a person’s human 
rights. While men and boys can be forced into 
marriage, women and girls are predominantly 
the victims of this criminal practice. 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 19 – Slide 
Resource 20 – 
proforma  

 

Learning Session 
Phase and 

suggested timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 

Teacher poses question to class: Why is forced 
marriage described as a slavery-like practice 
and a form of gender-based violence?  

Students contribute ideas to class 
discussion as teacher mind-maps 
contributions.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 
 

Drawing on learning thus far – materials 
distributed, YouTube clip, ABC 4 Corners 
program, discussions shared and opportunities 
for online research – students work in groups of 
3 to plan a 3 minute oral presentation with a 
PowerPoint to support it Resource19. 

 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 
 

In groups of 3 students create an oral 
presentation titled ‘Forced Marriage: A Slavery-
like Practice and form of Gender-based 
Violence’ (Criteria for assessment – see 
Resource 20) 

Students plan the oral presentation 
with work time provided in the next 
Learning Session (LS 10). 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Forced marriage is a serious form of 
exploitation, taking away a person’s human 
rights. It predominantly affects women and 
girls.  

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
Why does forced marriage predominantly affect 
women and girls? 

 

Next Session - 
 

Next session we will be working on your oral 
presentations and PowerPoints, and 
commencing the forced marriage Assessment 
Tasks that will be developed over 4 Learning 
Sessions. 
 

 

 

Learning Session 9  -  How can I better understand the impacts of forced marriage? 
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Resource 19 – slide 

 

Why is forced marriage described as a slavery-like 
practice and a form of gender-based violence? 
 

Drawing on your learning thus far – the materials handed out, the 
YouTube UDHR clip, the ABC program Without Consent, 
discussions shared and opportunities for online research – 
students will work in cooperative groups of three to plan a 3 
minute oral presentation. This oral presentation will require a 
simple PowerPoint as its visual support. 

74 
 



 
 

Resource 20 – Oral Presentation Assessment Rubric Proforma 

 

ORAL PRESENTATION ASSESSMENT RUBRIC 

Focus Question: 

Why is forced marriage described as a slavery-like practice and a form of gender-based 
violence? 

 

Criteria for 
assessment 

 
 

 
 
Marked per 
student for 
assessment 
criteria 1 and 2; 
then as a group 
for criteria 3, or 
4 or 5 –  

1. Each student 
participated in 
orally 
presenting 
information to 
respond to the 
question posed, 
with a different 
focus for phase 
of presentation 
ie. Intro, Body, 
Conclusion 
 

 
2 marks 

2. Each 
student makes 
reference to 
the relevant 
PowerPoint 
slide about 
which he/she 
spoke 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 marks 

3. Content of 
oral 
presentation 
responded to 
the focus 
question in 
only a low 
level manner 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 marks 

4. Content of 
oral 
presentation 
responded to 
the focus 
question at an 
acceptable 
level 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4 marks 

5. Content of 
oral 
presentation 
responded to 
the focus 
question at a 
high level 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6 marks 

Total Marks 
for each 
student 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/10 
Student 
Name 
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 Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to explore forced marriage from a range of 
Case Studies, to be able to identify the personal impacts experienced, and the best options for the potential 
victim.  

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, skills practice. 

Student Outcomes 
Students will continue to develop 
their 3-minute oral presentation, 
in readiness for Learning Session 
15. They will explore the range 
of Assessment Tasks from which 
they will make selections. 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will engage in dialogue and debate to 
track cause and effect related to forced 
marriage. 

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart  
(LS 10 – 14)  

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Comparing and contrasting; 
classifying and creating 
analogies. Use of higher-order 
thinking skills. 
Empathy – Understanding – 
Justice  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Through Case Studies we are better able to 
understand the plight of those in, or at risk of, 
forced marriage. These people have to navigate 
their way through an extremely complex 
problem.  

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 21 – 
handouts  

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 
 

Teacher poses question: Why are Case Studies 
valuable learning tools? Teacher recaps method 
(used for Ani’s scenario LS 4) of deconstructing 
a case study. 

Students contribute their 
ideas/understandings about the 
nature of Case Studies as learning 
tools.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

Teacher distributes handouts related to 
Assessment Task – Student Learning Tasks and 
Rubric re Case Studies Resource 21. 
 

Students highlight/underline 
important information as teacher 
explains Assessment Folio – tasks.  

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

Time provided for students to continue working 
in groups of 3 on their 3 minute oral presentation 
and PowerPoint – due Learning Session 15.  

Teacher to monitor effective use of 
group work time.  

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Case studies provide us with an account of the 
human impact of forced marriage.  

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
this Learning Session…questions I 
have to consider 

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Invite responses from students – 3 or 4 – to 
Journal Jotting time 
How does learning from the experiences of others 
help to change behaviour? 

Home Task – Students to read 
through handouts re Assessment 
Tasks and make selections – Case 
study to be used and tasks to be 
completed for the folio… 

Next Session - 
5 minutes 

Next session we will be continuing to work on 
the Assessment Tasks – individually – for the 
entire Learning Session time for Sessions 11, 12, 
13 and 14.  

This will place students in the best 
position to be able to utilise 
sessions 11-14 most productively.  

 

 

Learning Sessions 10 - 14  -  Examining forced marriage case studies  
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Resource 21 – Forced marriage assessment tasks – Folio - handout 

Forced marriage case studies and scenarios – Student Learning and Assessment Tasks and Rubric 

Each student or student pair or small group (maximum 4) is to complete a number of tasks from the following options, 
with the teacher identifying requirements in relation to the number of solo tasks to be undertaken.  

Students are to complete a folio of pieces to submit to the teacher for assessment as evidence of the knowledge gained 
and deep understandings developed. Even if a student chooses to work on some tasks in pairs or in small groups, 
individual students are required to include in their folio a copy of all tasks completed. 

Students are required to complete four tasks in total, aiming at completing work of the highest quality and containing 
the most information possible relating to forced marriage.  

The criteria upon which students will be assessed (scored) relates to presented evidence of their knowledge of the 
Case study or Scenario, and their understanding of forced marriage. 

Of the Task Options that students select, from the next pages: One may be a Remembering or Understanding task, and 
One must be from either Applying or Analysing; at least One must be an Evaluating task, and at least One must be a 
Creating task. Four in total. Please note: Student work needs to incorporate the vocabulary covered in the Unit 

The scoring related to these tasks, and the criteria for assessment is as follows: 

 

ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA 

0 

No evidence of 
knowledge of 
the case study 
or scenario, and 
understanding 
of forced 
marriage 

2 

Only a little 
evidence of 
knowledge of 
the case study 
or scenario, 
and 
understanding 
of forced 
marriage 

4 

Basic level of 
evidence of 
knowledge of the 
case study or 
scenario, and 
understanding of 
forced marriage 

6 

Strong evidence 
of knowledge of 
the case study or 
scenario, and 
understanding of 
forced marriage 

8 

Excellent 
evidence of 
knowledge of the 
case study or 
scenario, and 
understanding of 
forced marriage 

Task 1 

Scored out of 8 

     

Task 2 

Scored out of 8 

     

Task 3 Double 
points 

Scored out of 16 

     

Task 4 Double 
points 

Scored out of 16 

     

Total Score    
Out of 48 

     

 

Note: If more than one Evaluating or Creating task is completed, an additional two marks will be allocated where 
Strong or Excellent Evidence results are achieved 
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Desired Outcomes and Intended Results 

What students should be able to do if they develop Knowledge and Deep Understandings about forced 
marriage: 

Articulate in a succinct manner – verbally, in writing and/or in a creative manner – what forced 
marriage is and how it differs to arranged marriage, the way that it violates a person’s human 
rights, the impacts on a person’s life if they are forced to marry, why it is an unacceptable practice 
in Australia, the reasons that Australia made it illegal in its 2013 legislation, the Referral Pathways 
open to a person in, or at risk of, forced marriage 

 

The types of assessment as – of – for learning that will be incorporated into this Unit of Study are as 
follows; they are based on the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy and on developing higher order thinking skills: 

Remembering:  

• Make a list of the significant events of the case study or scenario reading you have been given. 
What makes them significant? 

• Make a timeline of events for the case study or scenario.  
• Make a facts chart for the case study or scenario including pieces of information about what would 

determine/apply to this case study or scenario as a potential forced marriage situation.  

Understanding:  

• Write a half-page summary of the case study or scenario in your own words.   
• Write a one-page mock news article, ensuring anonymity of the victim, for your local newspaper re 

this Case study or scenario. Ensure consistency with the AGD Forced Marriage Community Pack 
fact sheet for media that can be found on the AGD forced marriage web page. 

• Prepare an A4 flow chart to illustrate the sequence of events of the case study or scenario.  

Applying: 

• Use what you know and understand about forced marriage to advise the person of the steps that 
they could take to avoid any repetition of this case study or scenarios. Remember to be culturally 
sensitive in your advice. 

• Research other forced marriage case studies or scenarios – for example those on the Anti-Slavery 
Australia website. Summarise one of these, citing the specific cultural sensitivities or complexities 
that relate to the case study. 

• Take a collection of photographs or collect images from online to demonstrate a forced marriage 
case study or scenario.  Ensure that you avoid stereotypical situations, being culturally sensitive in 
your collection. Create an A4 montage page of those images.  
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Analysing:  

• Design a series of ten questions (investigation style) that you could put to the person in the case 
study or scenario to gather information about possible forced marriage.  Ask questions that would 
help you to understand the complexity of the situation and to be able to empathise with the 
person’s dilemma. 

• Make a one-page flow chart to show the critical stages in this investigation, and to whom you 
could refer the person for what reason, citing the Referral Pathways as a source.  

• Make an investigation tree on an A4 page showing relationships with others who may be involved 
in the possible forced marriage. Again, look at what makes the possible forced marriage so 
complex from a cultural and family perspective.  

• Write a one-page biography of the person that is the focus of the case study or scenario – what 
makes the person vulnerable? What values does this person hold that makes their unique case 
study or scenario so complex? 

• Prepare a one-page report about forced marriage based on the case study or scenario and the need 
for sensitivity and empathy for those involved.  

Evaluating:  

• Prepare a list of ten criteria to judge other case studies or scenarios for future investigations – what 
makes them applicable to forced marriage laws? In what ways could an investigator develop skills 
in investigating with sensitivity and empathy? 

• Conduct a small-group debate about forced marriage and the impacts on young people from 
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds in Australia. Summarise the outcomes of the debate in 
a one-page summary. 

• Make a booklet about five rules you see as important in relation to forced marriage. Convince 
others of how important it is to be aware of this problem and the importance of handling individual 
situations with sensitivity and empathy.  

• Form a panel of your peers to discuss views about forced marriage, being mindful of cultural 
sensitivities and complexities. Summarise these views onto one page. 

• Write a one-page mock letter to a newspaper advising of changes needed so that other young 
people are aware of the problem of forced marriage. In your letter explain how difficult it is to 
have a one-size-fits-all approach to the problem given the cultural diversity of Australia’s 
population.  

Creating:  

• Create a new logo and slogan to be used for forced marriage awareness-raising for young people in 
Australia. Give it a name and plan a 5-step marketing campaign (two pages in total for these 
activities).  

• Write about your feelings in relation to forced marriage, being sure to consider the complexities 
and sensitivities required to fully understand the problem. One page of writing required.  

• Write a TV show, play, role-play, song or poem about forced marriage and the human face of this 
practice. Minimum one page, maximum five pages.  

• Design a CD, DVD, book or magazine cover for forced marriage awareness-raising. One A4 page.  
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In completing the tasks, students are required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the 
key learnings covered by this Unit of Study. 

The following questions should be answered – content-wise – in the context of the learning tasks 
completed: 

1. What are our human rights and freedoms in relation to marriage? 
 

2. What constitutes forced marriage in Australia? 
 

3. What is the difference between forced marriage and arranged marriage? 
 

4. What is the legislation related to forced marriage in Australia? 
 

5. What impact does forced marriage have on a person, and on their family, friends and 
community – the human faces of the problem? How do we deal with the situation in an 
empathetic and sensitive manner? 

 
6. How can suspicions that someone may be at-risk of forced marriage be reported? What 

are the safety procedures and why? 
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Case studies and scenarios – Each student will be allocated one of the following 

Reading 1 – case study – AYLA    Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Ayla is a 17 year old high school student in Australia. Ayla’s teacher notices that Ayla seems depressed 
and has taken a lot of time off school for overseas travel. Her teacher also observes that Ayla’s family 
seem to be very strict and controlling. Ayla always has someone with her outside school hours and the 
teacher has heard from Ayla’s classmates that she isn’t allowed to go out with friends without a family 
member going with her. 

When the teacher asks Ayla if she is okay, Ayla says that her parents took her to visit relatives overseas. 
When they arrived, her parents told Ayla that she would only be able to go back to Australia if she agreed 
to marry her cousin, whom she had never met. With no passport or money, Ayla was forced to marry her 
cousin overseas so that she could return to Australia. Ayla’s parents have also told her that, when she turns 
18, she will have to sign migration papers for her cousin so that he can come to Australia to live with her. 

Ayla tells her teacher that she feels like a slave and never wanted to marry her cousin. Ayla says that she 
feels trapped and is scared about what might happen if she tries to leave. Ayla asks her teacher for help. 

Ayla’s teacher contacts the AFP for help. Although Ayla does not want her parents or ‘husband’ to be 
prosecuted, the AFP is able to help her access support, including safe accommodation, financial support, 
legal advice and counselling. As a result of this assistance, Ayla is able to work towards establishing the 
future she wants for herself. 

Reading 2 - case study – LUCAS      Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Lucas is 17 years old and lives in Australia. While in high school, Lucas begins a secret relationship with 
a girl from outside his community. 

When Lucas’ parents discover his relationship they become very angry. Lucas’ parents tell him that he has 
dishonoured his family and forbid him from seeing the young woman again. 

Shortly afterwards, Lucas is told by his parents that they have arranged for him to marry another young 
woman named Joana, who they believe is better suited for him and belongs to his community group. 
Lucas is told that if he refuses to marry the young woman his parents have chosen, he will be disowned by 
his family. 

Although Lucas is not old enough to marry legally in Australia, his parents tell him his age does not matter 
because they will organise a religious marriage. 

Lucas does not know what to do. Although he does not want to marry the woman his parents have chosen, 
he also does not want to disgrace his family or to lose them. Lucas feels that he must also respect his 
parents’ authority. Lucas decides not to ask his friends or community leaders for help because he feels 
ashamed about the situation. Lucas is also worried that if he asks for help his parents will find out. Instead, 
he anonymously contacts a local community organisation to ask for advice.  

Workers at the local community organisation have received training and information about forced 
marriage from the Australian Government. They are able to explain to Lucas that forcing somebody to be 
married in Australia is against the law. The community workers also tell Lucas that the AFP can help him 
to access support services like counselling and safe accommodation. With the help of the community 
workers, Lucas contacts the AFP but decides that he does not need any help at this stage. Instead, Lucas 
talks to his parents and explains that although he respects their authority, they cannot make him get 
married. 

Lucas’ parents disagree with his wish to have a relationship with a girl from outside his community. Lucas 
tells them that forced marriage is a crime in Australia. After discussing the topic with Lucas, his parents 
recognise that he cannot be forced to marry someone against his will. 
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Reading 3 - case study – NIKHILA     Case study provided by the Attorney-General’s Department 

Nikhila is a student in her final year of high school. She usually receives excellent grades and has just 
begun a relationship with a male student. This young man is from outside Nikhila’s community. 

During the year, Nikhila’s teachers notice that her academic performance has deteriorated and that she has 
displayed increasingly high levels of anxiety. 

After the term break, Nikhila does not return to school. Her friends are unable to contact her and her 
family tells the school that Nikhila has moved interstate. 

The teachers speak with Nikhila’s father, who does not seem to be concerned. However, they notice that 
Nikhila’s mother seems upset. Nikhila’s boyfriend and friends are also very concerned about Nikhila’s 
welfare. 

Nikhila’s teachers have received training about forced marriage from an NGO and seek advice from the 
AFP. 

The AFP is able to locate Nikhila interstate and discover that she has been made to marry someone from 
her community and is worried about her safety. The AFP help Nikhila to access support including 
financial support, legal advice and counselling. The AFP also refers Nikhila to support, which assists her 
to return to live with other members of her family, where she feels safe. Nikhila then returns to school 
and, with her teachers’ help, is able to finish her school year. 

The AFP investigates Nikhila’s forced marriage. Nikhila chooses to cooperate with the investigation and 
her husband and father are prosecuted. 

Reading 4 - scenario – AMINA     Scenario provided by The Freedom Partnership, Salvation Army 

Amina is a 17 year old student in Australia. Amina began engaging with her school counsellor after 
having made a call to the Kids Helpline.  

The Kids Helpline assisted Amina to connect with her school counsellor after hearing that she is 
struggling with her family’s expectation that she is to be married. Amina’s chosen husband is 10 years her 
senior and they have been introduced over the internet.  

Having lived in Australia all her life, Amina has goals and aspirations for her future that does not involve 
marriage at this age. Amina was quite surprised about her family introducing her to her husband over the 
internet and placing this expectation on her.  Amina is worried about what her future will be like if she 
defies the expectation of her parents, including bringing shame and dishonor. She is also anxious about 
losing her family and not having any supports.  

Amina agreed for the school counsellor to make a referral to the Australian Federal Police who begun 
meeting with her to explain the assistance that is available to her including a pathway to safe 
accommodation. Amina tried speaking with her parents about not getting married, which led to arguments 
and threats to be sent overseas. Amina told The Australian Federal Police that she no longer wished to live 
at home; but did not want her parents to be in trouble. The Australian Federal Police partnered with a local 
NGO to assist Amina and facilitate safe exit.  

Amina has been able to continue her studies and looks toward fulfilling her goals as a young woman in 
Australia. 
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Reading 5 - scenario –SARA     Scenario provided by The Freedom Partnership, Salvation Army 

Sara is 22 years old and calls a local NGO for assistance. She explains that her husband is abusive toward 
her and she is locked in the house unable to leave.  

Sara says that she did not want to marry her husband however her family did not give her any choice; she 
was married to him whilst on holiday with her parents when she finished high school. Her family 
threatened to leave her overseas if she did not agree to marry him.  

Before Sara was married she was accepted into university and is desperate to study and live an 
independent life. Sara’s husband expects that they will soon start a family and Sara does not want to have 
a family with him.  

Sara tells the local NGO that she wants assistance to leave her marriage but does not know what is 
available to her and is scared of her family finding out her plans. The local NGO asks Sara what the safest 
way to communicate with her is, and she said that over the phone whilst her husband is at work is the only 
way.  

The local NGO explains the services they can provide to assist her including accommodation, financial 
assistance and legal advice; they also explain that the Australian Federal Police can assist her if she 
wanted to speak with them about her situation and that they could offer protection and a safe exit from her 
home. 
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Learning Intention: The purpose of this Learning Session is to be able to identify the ways that 
awareness-raising and education about forced marriage can help to reduce its prevalence. 

Instructional Strategies: Learning Objectives/Intentions, Providing Feedback. 

Student Outcomes 
Students will orally present their 
group’s perspective on forced 
marriage as a slavery-like 
practice and form of gender-
based violence. 

 

Subtantive Communication 
Students will use the conventions for 
presenting information orally, when working 
cooperatively in a small group.  

Curriculum  
Context and 
Outcomes 

See Context Chart 
(LS15) 

Student Skills and 
Values/Attitudes 

Effective speaking and listening 
Arguing – logically connected 
Statements 
Respect – Understanding – 
Justice  

Deep Knowledge/Understandings 
Learning about forced marriage in Australian 
secondary schools helps to protect young 
people now, and hopefully equips them with 
understanding so that the practice is not 
continued with their own sons and daughters. 
Education is the key! 

Resources for 
Session 

Resource 22 – Slide 
Resource 23 – 
handout evaluation 
form  

 

Learning 
Session Phase 
and suggested 

timing 

Learning and Teaching Foci Student learning tasks – specific, 
measurable, short-term, 
observable student behaviours 

Engagement –  
Hook-in 
motivation 

Teacher poses question: How does knowledge 
bring about social change? Consider this 
question in the light of our learning about forced 
marriage. 

Students offer their insights in class 
discussion.  

Exploration – 
Relating new to 
previous 
knowledge 

So why is it important for young people in 
Australia to learn about the practice of forced 
marriage? 
 

Teacher presents to students slide 
of cycle to end exploitation 
Resource 22. 

Explanation – 
Sharing new 
knowledge 

Oral presentations by groups of 3 re forced 
marriage as a slavery-like practice and form of 
gender-based violence. 

Assessment by teacher of oral 
presentations re criteria outlines in 
Resource 20 – proforma from 
learning session 9 

Elaboration and 
Recap –  
Making 
connections 
 

3 minute class wind-up: 
Learning about forced marriage is important if 
we are to eradicate this practice. Through 
education and awareness, we are in the position 
to change behaviour, and this is the way that we 
can each be agents of social change.  

2 minute Journal Jotting: 
Things that have struck me most in 
learning about forced marriage.  

Evaluation -  
Providing 
feedback 
 

Student evaluation forms (Resource 23) 
distributed, completed, collected. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Session 15  - Why is it important for young people to know about Australia’s forced 
marriage law? 
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Resource 22 – slide 
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Resource 23 – handout evaluation form 

Unit of Study Student Evaluation 

My Rights – My Future forced marriage 
To help us to evaluate this Unit of Study, and to improve it for the future, please complete the following: 

1. What are the most important things that you have learned through this Unit? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the main difference between a forced marriage and an arranged marriage? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Australian law state about forced marriage? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

4. In the case where a person is in, or at risk of, forced marriage – and they are safe – what is the 
most important course of action? 
____________________________________________________________________ 

5. Describe the Referral Pathways 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the advantage of documenting a Safety Plan for a person in, or at risk of, forced marriage? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

7. If a student will never face a forced marriage himself or herself, why is it still important to learn 
about this practice? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

8. Any comments that you would like to make about the Unit? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix 1 

Suggested 
Protocols and 

Procedures 
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Suggested Protocols and Procedures for Secondary Schools 

It is critical that school communities are adequately prepared for the possibility that a student will self-
report, or report on behalf of another if they are in, or at risk of, forced marriage. 

To ensure that schools are in the best position to handle such a possibility, the following Protocols and 
Procedures have been developed. Schools are encouraged to tailor the Protocols and Procedures to their 
own situation so that requirements related to Mandatory Reporting, their own sector and school policies and 
local procedures are taken into account. The most important consideration at all times is the wellbeing of 
the young person. It is also important to protect your safety and the safety of the person you are meeting, as 
well as other students, teachers and support staff. 

 

 

 

Advice and assistance to people in, or at risk of, forced marriage 

If you are, or someone you know is in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, help is available 

• IMMEDIATE DANGER – a person’s safety is at-risk - call the Police on Triple Zero (000)  
 
• AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE (131 AFP or 131 237) or complete the online form at 

www.afp.gov.au. Anonymous contact can be made with the AFP if advice is required; reports by 
school staff cannot be made anonymously. 

 
              

 

         

 

What is forced marriage? 

A forced marriage is one where a person is forced to be married without freely and fully consenting, 
because they have been coerced, threatened or deceived. Anybody can be a victim of a forced marriage, 
regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation or cultural background. 

The forced marriage offences apply to cultural, religious or legal marriages that occur in Australia 
(including where a person was brought to Australia to be married), as well as where a person is taken 
from Australia to be married overseas. The forced marriage offences also capture the conduct of any 
person involved in bringing about the forced marriage, including family members, friends, wedding 
planners and marriage celebrants. 

 

Information about meeting with a young person in, or at risk of, a forced marriage- within a 
school environment 
 

Whilst implementing the forced marriage Unit of Study, it may be possible that a teacher/student welfare 
support person/Principal becomes aware of a young person who is in, or at-risk of, forced marriage.  

In order that schools are in the best position to protect an at-risk young person, the following Protocols 
are recommended. Please see the meeting record procedures for meeting with a young person who is in, 
or at risk of, a forced marriage.  

It is very important that your school has some practical arrangements put into place to ensure the safety of 
the young person and staff, and to protect the person’s privacy and confidentiality, prior to being faced 
with this situation.  Please note that in some States and Territories, teachers have mandatory reporting 
obligations in relation to suspected cases of forced marriage. Reports should be made to the relevant State 
and Territory child protection authority, as well as to the AFP, as forced marriage is a Commonwealth 
crime.  
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School Record Sheet – forced marriage  

Please note:  
If a disclosure is made by a young person, or if you are made aware of a forced marriage situation by 
another person, your first point of referral is the Australian Federal Police (AFP) on 131 237, followed by 
contact with your State or Territory’s Mandatory Reporting support agency for children. 
If the young person’s safety is at risk dial 000 to immediately contact State or Territory police. 
 
Details to be covered in Meeting discussion 
per Guidelines from the Australian 
Government Attorney-General’s 
Department 

Record notes to be made in relation to details ascertained 

1. What is the name of student and names of 
welfare coordinator and teacher in meeting ? 
 
Note:  
Meeting to take place in secure and private 
location in the school where student will not 
be recognised and will feel comfortable and 
safe 
 

Student name: 
 
Teacher/Staff Member: 
 
Student Welfare Coordinator: 

2. Has the student been asked if they would 
like to have another trusted adult present for 
the discussion? If so, whom? 
 
Note:  
No family or community members unless 
student specifically requests this occur 
 

A trusted adult requested to be present to be support for student? 
Yes  /  No 
 
Name of person requested: 

3. Is an interpreter required? What gender and 
ethnicity is preferred by student? 
 
Note:  
Contact the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450 to arrange an accredited 
interpreter who is not known to the student 
and who does not have any links to the 
student’s family or community 
 

Interpreter required?  Yes  /  No 
 
If so, preferred gender?   F  or  M 
 
Preferred ethnicity? 

4. Have you explained your school’s 
confidentiality policy and that the only 
circumstances that will require sharing 
meeting information?  
 
Note: 
If the student’s safety is at risk or in relation to 
the teacher’s Mandatory Reporting obligations 
Principal to be kept fully informed 
 

Confidentiality policy explained?  Yes  /  No 
 
Explanation of circumstances for sharing meeting information? 
 
Yes  /  No 
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5. Ask the young person to reiterate the reason 
that they have asked for this meeting /to speak 
with you. What does the student want you to 
know? 
 
Note:  
 
The student should be encouraged to provide a 
free narrative of the situation without 
interruption 
 
Listen to the student and accept their 
description of the situation – even if they are 
very young - in a non-judgmental manner. Any 
disclosure by a student made under Mandatory 
Reporting guidelines for your State or Territory 
must be reported, according to procedures for 
your State or Territory, to child protection 
authorities 
 

The student Stated that the reason they had asked to speak with 
teacher/staff member was: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The description of events/the situation by the student is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has this info been shared with anyone else?  
 
Yes  /  No 
 
Name of person/s with whom it has been shared and their relationship 
to student: 
 
 
 
 

 

91 
 



  

6. If it is an issue relating to forced marriage –  

Have you explained to the student that forced 
marriage is a crime in Australia and that they 
can contact the AFP for help?  

Contact with the AFP by the student can be 
anonymous.  

Ask the student whether they would like you to 
contact the AFP so that they can come to the 
school or elsewhere to have a private meeting 
with the student  

Note: 

With you and the school welfare coordinator 
present, to get their advice and assistance and 
to explore student options 

 

Explanation given that forced marriage is a crime in Australia?  

 Yes  /  No 

 

Explanation of the role of the AFP in providing help for those in, or at 
risk of, forced marriage?  Yes  /  No 

 

Does the student agree to contact being made with the AFP? 

Yes  /  No 

If NO, continue the form and discuss other options: 

7. Have you asked the student for information 
that may be required to provide further 
assistance to them? 

Note: 

Attempt to gather as much information as 
possible as it may be the only chance that any 
adult has to gather this information 

If there is imminent risk for the student of 
being taken overseas to be married record in 
the space below: 

When/where is marriage ceremony to take 
place: 

 

Have tickets been booked? Yes  /  No 

How can you be contacted safely/securely: 

 

 

Address where you will be staying overseas: 

 

 

Name of potential spouse and where spouse 
lives: 

 

Family address overseas: 

 

Student’s full name: 

Date of Birth: 

Where born:  

Student’s address: 

 

 

 

Student’s contact telephone number and mobile telephone number: 

 

Parents’ full names and address/es: 

 

 

With whom does the student live: 

 

Is there a family practice of forced marriage?  Yes  /  No 

Are there any other people at risk eg siblings: 

 

Does the student have a passport?  Yes  /  No 

Where is it now: 

Nationality/citizenship status of student: 

 

Is there an overseas trip planned/to where: 
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 8. Does the student have any 
immediate medical 
treatment, or mental and 
emotional support, 
accommodation 
requirements? 
 
Note: 
 
Ensure that the student has 
contact details of school 
welfare staff and consider the 
need for other emergency 
numbers in a discreet format. 
Establish a way for making 
contact in the future that is 
safe and private 
 
Referral Pathways 
information: 
 
Please see attached Referral 
Pathways sheet to give to 
student. 
 

What immediate requirements do you have? 
 
Medical: 
 
 
Mental/emotional support: 
 
 
Is it safe for you to be at home: 
 
 
 
If not is there someone that you could be safe with/stay with eg a friend: 
 
 
Have you provided the student with contact details for school welfare staff and/or 
emergency numbers for support organisations in a discreet format?   
 
Yes   /  No 
 
Identify these: 
 
 
Have you established a way for making future safe/private contact with the 
student? 
 
Yes  /  No 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: 
It is important that school staff DO NOT : 

• Send the young person away or disbelieve their claim to be in, or at risk 
of, forced marriage 

• Speak with or approach the young person if they are in the company of 
people whom the staff do not know or trust. This is critical when a young 
person is visible to the wider school community 
Note: In a school environment, do not use the PA system to contact the 
young person. Do not make contact through Office staff or Coordinators. 
Establish methods of making private contact with the young person in this 
situation so that their privacy and safety is strictly maintained 

• Allow any family members to be present at meetings  
• Use anyone from the community (including friends, neighbours or 

community members) as an interpreter.  Only registered, official 
interpreters are to be used – Contact the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450 

• Make promises that they are unable to keep 
• Give advice that they are not qualified to provide. This is particularly 

important in relation to legal and migration matters 
• Try to be a mediator between family members 
• Under any circumstances put themselves or the student at risk  

 
Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department, 2015, ‘Information about 
forced marriage for agencies, community organisations and service providers,’ Forced 
Marriage Community Pack. 
http://www.ag.gov.au/CrimeAndCorruption/HumanTrafficking/Pages/ForcedMarri
age.asp 
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REFERRAL PATHWAYS 
FOR THOSE IN, OR AT RISK OF, FORCED MARRIAGE 

 

Please note that other support agencies can also be added to this Pathways information 
 

If you are, or someone you know is in, or at-risk of, a forced marriage, help is available 

IMMEDIATE DANGER? 
 

Telephone 000 – to reach the police 
                         
                       Is a person in, or at risk of, forced marriage?                                                                 

Remember your mandatory reporting obligations 
 

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE 131 AFP (131 237) or complete the online form -            
https://forms.afp.gov.au/online_forms/human_trafficking_form  
Remember that you can contact the AFP anonymously for advice, but not to make a report. 

 

 
Support and Assistance required that is CONFIDENTIAL?    
 
 
 

⇒ Anti-Slavery Australia: free, private information and legal advice on 02 9514 8115 or 
help@mybluesky.org.au 
Visit www.mybluesky.org.au to reach the Anti-Slavery Australia forced marriage portal  

⇒ My Blue Sky   For free, private information and legal advice about forced marriage visit 
www.mybluesky.org.au or connect with them on Facebook at Facebook.com/MyBlueSkyFuture  

⇒ 1800 RESPECT National Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Counselling Services  
ph 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800respect.org.au 
Also visit https://1800respect.org.au/what-is-forced-marriage/ or 
http://www.1800respect.org.au/forced-marriage-what-is-it-and-where-do-i-find-support 

⇒ Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights Advice and assistance for Muslim 
women and girls ph 03 9481 3000 or www.ausmuslimwomenscentre.org.au 

⇒ The Freedom  Partnership Salvation Army ph 02 9211 5794 or www.endslavery.salvos.org.au 
⇒ Family Law Information ph 1300 352 000 or enquiries@familylawcourts.gov.au 
⇒ Kids Helpline A service for young people up to 25 years ph 1800 55 1800 
⇒ eheadspace confidential online and telephone support service seven days a week 
⇒ Translation Services if you require help from a translator ph 131 450 or www.tisnational.gov.au 
⇒ Community Legal Centre Find your nearest centre at http://www.naclc.org.au/ 
⇒ Department of Human Services Contact via https://www.dss.gov.au/our-

responsibilities/women/programs-services/reducing-violence/anti-human-trafficking-strategy 
 
Remember:  
There are people who are available to support and assist you. Find an adult that you trust to talk to so 
that you can get the help or advice that you need. 
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INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL STAFF 

Australian Privacy Principles 

On 12 March 2014, the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) replaced the National Privacy Principles and Information Privacy 
Principles. The APPs apply to organisations, and Australian Government agencies.  

Visit the ComLaw website: www.comlaw.gov.au  

 

Mandatory Reporting Guidelines for Australian States and Territories  (as at November, 2015)  

Please note that whilst every care has been taken to locate and print the most up-to-date, correct information, no responsibility 
can be taken for a school’s failure to be familiar with their mandatory reporting obligations within their own State or Territory 
of Australia.  

Note: Information is provided as a direct reference to forced marriage by this author, not by State or Territory child protection 
authorities. 

 

New South Wales  

NSW has introduced an online Mandatory Reporting Guide:  This Guide is intended to assist mandatory reporters who have become 
concerned about possible abuse or neglect of a child/young person and must make a decision whether or not to report their concerns to the 
Child Protection Helpline (132 111). The reporting decision is not an easy one, and the consequences of the decision are considerable. New 
South Wales has undertaken the effort to develop the first known State-wide multidisciplinary mandatory reporting guidance tool 
http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/kts/guidelines/reporting/mrg2.htm    

Note: If a disclosure is made an immediate report to FACS is required. Forced/underage marriage is referred to in the NSW 
Mandatory Reporting Guide on pp 7, 21, 22, 24, 78, 83, 90 

South Australia 

Child abuse report line - To report a suspected case of child abuse or neglect call the 24 hour Child Abuse Report Line (CARL): 131 478. All 
serious concerns must be reported via the child abuse report line and not via the online reporting system. Online reporting system - Mandated 
reporters may also use the online reporting system to report suspected cases of child abuse or neglect. To make a report online you must 
register and login to the online child protection reporting system as outlined in the Instructions for using the online child protection reporting 
system. http://www.families.sa.gov.au/pages/protectingchildren/HowToNotify/    

Note: Whilst there is no explicit reference made in the SA guidelines to forced marriage, the indicators of risk stated could satisfy the 
requirement of sexual abuse. 

Victoria 

Mandatory reporting – Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Child Protection Mandatory reporters must make a report as soon 
as practicable if, in the course of practising their profession or carrying out their duties, they form a belief on reasonable grounds that a child 
or young person is in need of protection, as a result of physical injury or sexual abuse, and the child’s parents are unable or unwilling to 
protect the child. http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/Principals/spag/safety/pages/childprotection.aspx   

Note: In the Human Trafficking section of the Victorian guidelines – of which forced marriage is a part – there is specific information 
provided about this practice as an indicator of harm by DHHS, and should trigger a report 
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Western Australia  
 
Teachers can lodge a report with MRS by one of the following pathways: provide the written report to the school Principal who is authorised 
to receive it on behalf of the CEO of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support (CPFS) and forward to MRS, make a written 
report direct to MRS and inform the Principal that a report has been made, make a verbal report to MRS and provide a written report to the 
school Principal, make a verbal report followed by a written report directly to MRS and inform the Principal that a report has been made, 
make an online report by going to the Make a Report page of the Mandatory Reporting in Western Australia website.  To make a verbal 
report phone: 1800 708 704 
 
Note: Although forced marriage is not explicitly referenced, the risks inherent in this practice may satisfy the requirements of a 
sexual abuse report 

Northern Territory  

http://www.education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/40658/Mandatory-reporting-of-exploitation-of-harm-and-exploitation-
guidelines.pdf  Teachers are responsible under Section 26 of the Care and Protection of Children Act. Forced marriage may come under the 
exploitation section of WA’s guidelines. Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect: Information for Professionals provides a guide to mandatory 
reporting obligations.  All persons working in a NT school setting must observe their mandatory reporting obligations when they form a belief 
that a child under 18 years has suffered or is likely to suffer harm or exploitation (physical, emotional, psychological or sexual, there is sexual 
activity where the adult has a ‘special care relationship’ with the child, there is any sexual activity of anyone under 14 years.  

Note: Forced marriage may be considered a serious form of exploitation for reporting purposes 

Tasmania  
 
To make an urgent notification about abuse or neglect to Child Protection Services, please ring 1300 737 639 at any time. Child Protection 
Services prefer to talk to a notifier in order to aid them in gathering information. However, if it is after hours and you are a mandatory 
reporter, an online notification can also be made. This electronic form is to be used for the purpose of notifying Child Protection Tasmania of 
concerns about a child's safety or wellbeing. Should your concern require an URGENT response, you are advised to: call 1300 737 639 at any 
time, instead of submitting your concern electronically, or call the above number and advise that an electronic notification has been submitted 
which requires urgent attention. Providing an electronic notification using this form will require you to give your name and contact details 
(your details will remain confidential at all times). Should you wish to submit a notification without providing your name, you are advised to 
call 1300 737 639 during office hours (unless the matter is urgent). 
For further info-http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/children/child_protection_services/what_can_i_expect_when/child_protection_notification_form 
 
Note: Forced marriage, whilst not specifically referenced in the Act, may be considered under the auspices of child abuse 
 
 
Australian Capital Territory 
 
‘Keeping Children and Young People Safe: A Shared Community Response – A guide to reporting child abuse and neglect in the ACT’, 
which is available at: www.dhcs.act.gov.au or contact Care and Protection Services Centralised Intake Service on 1300 556 728 for 
clarification. Mandatory Reporting: Section 356 of the Children and Young People Act 2008 outlines the legal requirement of a Mandated 
Reporter to report suspected cases of child abuse when they believe, on reasonable grounds, that a child or young person has experienced, 
or is experiencing, sexual abuse and/or non-accidental physical injury. www.dhcs.act.gov.au   
 
Note: Forced marriage may be considered under the auspices of child abuse for reporting purposes 
 
Queensland 
 
If you have concerns for a child or family, you can make a referral to Family and Child Connect, or report your concerns to Child Safety, 
depending on the seriousness of your concerns. You should report your concerns to Child Safety if you have information to suggest that a 
child may be in need of protection. You can report your concerns by completing an online form. If you have concerns about a child or family 
that do not require a report to Child Safety, there are other referral options available to enable support to be offered to the family to prevent 
their problems from escalating.   
Families who are at risk of entering or re-entering the child protection system can be referred to Family and Child Connect or an intensive 
family support service. You can make a referral by completing a form. The Child Protection Guide is a decision support tool to assist 
professionals to determine which pathway to take to refer or report their concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing. 
https://www.communities.qld.gov.au/childsafety/protecting-children/about-child-protection/mandatory-reporting   
 
Note: Forced marriage may be considered a safety and well-being concern for reporting purposes 
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What is mandatory reporting? 

 
Mandatory reporting is a term used to describe the legislative requirement imposed on selected classes of people to report suspected cases of 
child abuse and neglect to government authorities. Parliaments in all Australian States and Territories have enacted mandatory reporting laws of 
some description. However, the laws are not the same across all jurisdictions. The main differences concern who has to report, and what types 
of abuse and neglect have to be reported. There are also other differences, such as the state of mind that activates the reporting duty, i.e. having 
a concern, suspicion or belief on reasonable grounds. Table 1 (below) focuses on the major differences and features of State and Territory laws 
regarding who must report, and what must be reported. 

Ref https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/mandatory-reporting-child-abuse-and-neglect 
 

Table 1: Key features of legislative reporting duties: "State of mind" that activates reporting duty and extent of harm. 

Jurisdiction and 
Reporting authority 

State of mind Extent of harm 

ACT 

Office for Children, 
Youth and Family 
Support 

Belief on 
reasonable 
grounds 

Not specified: "sexual abuse ... or non-accidental physical injury" 

NSW 

Department of Family 
and Community 
Services 

Suspects on 
reasonable 
grounds that a 
child is at risk of 
significant harm 

A child or young person "is at risk of significant harm if current concerns exist for the safety,  

welfare or wellbeing of the child or young person because of the presence, to a significant extent, of ...  

basic physical or psychological needs are not being met ... physical or sexual abuse or ill-treatment ...  

serious psychological harm" 

NT 

Department of Children 
and Families 

Belief on 
reasonable 
grounds 

Any significant detrimental effect caused by any act, omission or circumstance on the physical,  

psychological or emotional wellbeing or development of the child 

QLD 

Department of 
Communities Child 
Safety and Disability 
Services 

Becomes aware, 
or reasonably 
suspects 

Significant detrimental effect on the child's physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing 

SA 

Department for 
Education and Child 
Development 

Suspects on 
reasonable 
grounds 

Any sexual abuse; physical or psychological abuse or neglect to the extent that the child "has suffered, or is  

likely to suffer, physical or psychological injury detrimental to the child's wellbeing; or the child's physical or  

psychological development is in jeopardy" 

TAS 

Department of Health 
and Human Services 

Believes, or 
suspects, on 
reasonable 
grounds, or knows 

Any sexual abuse; physical or emotional injury or other abuse, or neglect, to extent that the child has suffered,  

or is likely to suffer, physical or psychological harm detrimental to the child's wellbeing; or the child's physical  

or psychological development is in jeopardy 

VIC 

Department of Health 
and Human Services 

Belief on 
reasonable 
grounds 

Child has suffered, or is likely to suffer, significant harm as a result of physical injury or sexual abuse and the  

child's parents have not protected, or are unlikely to protect, the child from harm of that type 

WA 

Department for Child 
Protection and Family 
Support 

Belief on 
reasonable 
grounds 

Not specified: any sexual abuse 

Adapted from relevant State and Territory legislation. November 2015 

97 
 



  

 

Appendix 2 

Theatre as a 
learning tool 

98 
 



 
 

Theatre Experience as a Learning Tool 

With acknowledgement to:   

Thoiba Saeedh, 

 Intern,  

Office of Maria Vamvakinou MP,  

Federal Member for Calwell 

 

The following is extracted from, and an annotation of, Thoiba Saeedh’s Advocacy Initiative during her 
time as Intern at the Office of Maria Vamvakinou MP.  

We thank Thoiba for sharing this valuable tool as a resource that is available to be used by school staff 
as part of the Unit of Study. 

 

 “…the role of theatre can be expanded to explore human rights issues and can be an extensive platform 
to express suppressed emotions and senses of self in sensitive issues such as forced marriages. Theatre’s 
interdisciplinary energy can be utilized to explore how theatre could illuminate on the issue of forced 
marriage and vice versa. Theatre can be deployed to rethink gender, culture and self. Heritage (2004) 
demonstrates how theatre is used in Brazilian prison to show prisoners’ attempts to re-establish 
themselves as subject and as individuals with human rights. Similarly, Mitchell (2001) shows how 
forum theatre is used to develop relationships between fathers who are in prison and their sons. 

Forum theatre is an enlightening way of talking and especially thinking about sensitive topics and issues. 
Applied theatre has been employed for education, advocacy, human rights and community development 
(Ackroyd 2000, Balfour 2004). Our intention is to inform and raise awareness for the sensitive issue of 
forced marriages in Australia. It is sensitive because of the singularities around a forced marriage – 
coercion by parents, duty to family, maintaining family honour, threats of violence and sexual assault. 
Forum theatre is inherently a social activity (Prendergast and Saxton 2009, Rae 2009) and is therefore an 
excellent medium for addressing human rights issues. We aim to utilise the power of drama to 
contextualise forced marriage through role-play and simulation exercises. Rae (2009) describes a 
conflation of theatre and human rights as a ‘paralegal performance’ because of theatre’s auxiliary 
contribution to legal processes.  

It is this element of theatre that we would like to explore further. Boal’s Theatre of the Oppressed 
actively engages the audience by inviting the spectators to become the actors. ‘Forum Theatre consists, 
in essence, of proposing to a group of spectators, after a first improvisation of a scene, that they replace 
the protagonist [the Oppressed] and try to improvise variation on his actions. The real protagonist 
should, ultimately, improvise the variation that has motivated him the most’ (Boal 1995, pp. 184). For 
the purposes of this project we will use theatre to explore what motivates families to encourage (by force 
or coercion) their children to enter in to an unwanted marriage and also to explore what structures 
victims would like to have put in place to support their cases. An important focus will also be placed on 
evaluating the extent to which forced marriages should come within the discussion of human trafficking. 
Scholars have argued against locating forced marriages in the legislation of human trafficking (El 
Matrah 2012). 
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Actors will present a full screenplay on stage based on the human rights concern that will be discussed. 
After the initial presentation the audience, as spect-actors will be requested to replace the protagonist on 
stage and take the play in a new direction. The actors on stage will improvise according to the actions of 
the initiator. This would provide a fertile environment to re-enact the crime and confront the offenders. 
The defense of both parties will be exposed through speech in the presence of a public who intently 
listens to the unfolding of the crime from the perspective of both parties. Thus, new insights and 
opinions are formed into human rights abuses. As Rae (2009) argues, theatre is the ultimate medium to 
explore and expose sensitive and complex matters.  

Theatre is a space where unresolved issues can be discussed through interactions between the audience, 
who are quasi-actors and the actors on stage (Prendergast and Saxton 2009). When audience initiates and 
participates in the performance, their culture, and characteristics of their contexts should be honoured. 
This is to encourage the involvement of participants. The social relevance of theatre lies in the fact that it 
is a progressive activity that can be used to address human rights themes. Critical opinions and responses 
of audience members or participants should be valued throughout the performance. This proposal aims 
to use theatre to address the issue of forced marriage, using participatory performances with explicit 
human rights agendas inclusive of the audience playing advocacy roles through role-playing. The legal 
and political contexts of forced marriage in Australia can be challenged in theatre, depicting the 
relationship between theatre and human rights. 

The spectators/audience should be formed with careful consideration as young people may be reluctant 
to express their opinions in front of their parents and family members. Most forced marriages take place 
as a result of ‘forced’ coercion by family. Therefore, the selection of audience should be made with 
close collaboration with other stakeholders.” 

 

100 
 



 
 

 

Advocacy initiative to prevent/protect victims of forced marriage in Australia 

Screenplay relating to Ani’s scenario 

 

Based on the Advocacy Initiative of Thoiba Saeedh 

Intern at Office of Maria Vamvakinou MP 

Federal member for Calwell 

 

I want to become a nurse 

ANI:  (Centre Stage)  

I want to become a nurse, and for that I need to stay at school and to go on to university  

School Yard 

(Ani is seated on her own as her friend enters. Her friend notices her sitting alone and walks across to 
join her on a seat) 

ANI’S FRIEND: Hi Ani. Why didn’t you come to find me at the start of recess? 

ANI:   I just wanted to sit here quietly…to do some thinking. 

ANI’S FRIEND: Thinking about what? 

ANI:   Oh just some stuff happening at home. 

ANI’S FRIEND: Are you okay Ani? I have been really worried about you lately. You have lost 
weight and have been really sad. You haven’t even been doing all your homework, 
and that is NOT like you! Is there something that I can do to help? 

ANI: I really don’t want to talk about it. I just have to be on my own for a while. (Ani 
gets up and walks away, leaving her friend sitting on her own) 

In Ani’s friend’s home 

(Ani’s friend receives a text from Ani…she reads it aloud) 

ANI”S FRIEND: I’m sorry I couldn’t talk today. I’m so worried. I think my parents are planning 
something bad for me. Ani’s friend replies to Ani’s text – again reading loud as she 
texts I really think that we need to talk Ani. Let’s meet 15 minutes before school 
starts tomorrow morning. We can go to the school library. Ani texts back – again 
her friend reads aloud Okay see you then 
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In the school library on a couch 

Ani’s friend is already seated on the couch waiting for Ani to arrive. As Ani arrives – clearly looking as if 
she has been crying and physically shaking – her friend looks really worried and reaches her hand out to 
Ani as Ani sits down 

ANI:  I think that my parents are planning to make me get married. What am I going to 
do? Ani’s friend holds Ani’s hand as she speaks. Ani’s friend just listens in a 
supportive manner as Ani tells her friend everything she has to tell  

 My oldest cousin is going to take me on the overseas holiday that the family has 
been planning for ages. Why on earth would he be taking me, and not mum or dad? 

 I have the most horrible suspicion that they all have a plan in place to make me get 
married when we are overseas. I know that it has happened before, and it is usually 
to someone much older that is a total stranger! 

 I just can’t believe that mum and dad would do that to me. They have always been 
so good to us kids. 

ANI’S FRIEND: Well maybe you are wrong. Maybe you are just jumping to conclusions Ani 

ANI: No I know I’m right.  

Last night I talked to grandma and told her what I was thinking. She started sobbing 
and told me that I couldn’t tell anyone about what was planned for me when I went 
overseas.  

I told grandma that I did not want to get married…I am only 15 and that is far too 
young.  

I told her I wanted to stay at school and to finish right through until the end of Year 
12 so that I can go to university and become a nurse.  

Grandma grabbed her chest and rocked back and forward.  

She told me that she thought she was going to have a heart attack.  

She talked about the family being shamed unless I went through with the marriage. 
She kept crying and grabbing her chest.  

I spent so much time trying to calm her down! I even had to get her extra tablets.  

Oh what am I going to do?  

If I don’t do as they want me to, grandma might die and it will be all my fault!  

Please don’t tell anyone about this because mum and dad might get into trouble if 
people know that I am to get married at 15.  

I don’t want that to happen. I love them so much. Please promise me you won’t tell 
anyone. 

ANI’S FRIEND:  Look, let me think about this, and I won’t tell anyone until I talk to you again. I 
promise. 

 The bell for Period One rings and both girls rush out of the library to head to class 
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Again in Ani’s friend’s family home 

Ani’s friend is seated deep in thought – she starts to think aloud 

ANI’S FRIEND: I know that Ani doesn’t want me to tell anyone about what is going to happen to 
her, but she is my friend and I have to help her.  

She is only 15 like me, and there’s no way that I would want to get married either.  

I think her family is unfair wanting her to do this when she definitely does not want 
to get married at 15.  

It is so wrong, but what can I do to help?  Pauses to think 

I have to tell someone. An adult that can give me some advice. Maybe one of the 
teachers at school could help.  

Perhaps the school counsellor has had experience with a situation like this and will 
know what to do.  

But I have to act fast because the trip is only two weeks away.  

I know I promised Ani, but I have to act straight away so that this thing doesn’t 
happen.  

I will email the school counsellor now and make an appointment for first thing in 
the morning. I’ll tell her it’s urgent.   Fade 
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Forced Marriage Resource List - Recommended Resources 

Media Items  

My Blue Sky    www.mybluesky.org.au   

This is a link to the Anti-Slavery Australia forced marriage My Blue Sky website.  

On the website there is also an animation which has been adapted with permission from the UK charity 
NSPCC with the details for My Blue Sky at the end, as well as an Australian voiceover.  

The vimeo link is https://vimeo.com/146760738  On the My Blue Sky website there is a line which reads: 
“Animation used with the permission of UK based charity NSPCC” 

Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department 
https://www.ag.gov.au/CrimeAndCorruption/HumanTrafficking/Pages/ForcedMarriage.aspx 

Pack developed by The Australian Government, in partnership with the National Roundtable on Human 
Trafficking and Slavery's Communication and Awareness Working Group. 

The pack includes a range of materials about forced marriage including:  

 Resources for the general community-  
 Resources for organisations and service providers-  
 Resources for people in, or at risk of, a forced marriage-  
 Resources for media. -  

ACRATH used these materials as a primary source to develop the Forced Marriage Pilot Project.  

‘Without Consent’, Four Corners, reported by Sarah Ferguson and presented by Kerry O’Brien, 
2nd of April 2012.  

An insight into forced marriage in Australia and how it affects young educated Australian-born women 
who are forced into marriages, often with relatives overseas.  The program focuses mainly on four women 
who speak about their personal experiences. Language: English  

Accessible at: http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2012/03/29/3466537.htm#transcript 

Please note: This program was produced before forced marriage legislation was introduced in Australia in 
2013.   

‘Sara’s Story’ – The British High Commission. 

The British High Commission commissioned 3 short animated documentaries on the issue of forced 
marriages in Pakistan.  

This animation tells the story of Sara and her experience of forced marriage. It demonstrates how forced 
marriages can occur and the impact they can have on the individual. Language: Spoken Urdu with English 
Subtitles. Accessible at:  http://acrath.org.au/videopage/saras-story/ 

Note: You can also view more forced marriage clips produced by the British High Commission at: 
https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage  
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‘Arranged Marriages,’ SBS Insight, presented by Jenny Brockie, 21 May 2013. 

Although this Insight program is title ‘arranged marriages’ the program offers some insights into forced 
marriages. http://www.sbs.com.au/news/insight/tvepisode/arranged-marriage-0   

Accessible at: https://www.1800respect.org.au/workers/cald/  

Working with women and children from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities- 
1800 RESPECT  

This video clip talks about the need to increase cultural competence when working with women and 
children from CALD backgrounds.  

The video also looks at forced marriage and the number of complex issues and risks women may face 
when trying to access services. It is therefore important to have a safety plan and this is discussed 
throughout the clip.  

Publications  

The Right to Refuse: Examining Forced Marriage in Australia  

A joint project of Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service, Domestic Violence Victoria and Good 
Shepherd Australia New Zealand. The report offers some insights and findings into forced marriage 
research and literature in Australia.  

The report has a number of case studies and explores each case study individually, examining what issues 
are raised and the various responses that emerge from each case.  

Accessible at: https://www.goodshepvic.org.au/Assets/Files/Right_to_Refuse_final_report.pdf   

Shame Travels    Jasvinder Sanghera, Hodder and Staughton, UK 2011 

Media Items 

Abdul Khalik, Jennine, (2015, April 27), ‘New Program in Fairfield to keep teen girls out of forced 
marriages through education’, The Daily Telegraph.  

Interview with Dr. Eman Sharobeem from Immigrant Women’s Health Service about a pilot project that is 
being developed to teach girls to stand up to gender-based violence and how education can empower 
young women to challenge issues such as forced marriage.  

Retrieved from:  

http://m.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/south-west/new-program-in-fairfield-to-keep-teen-girls-out-of-
forced-marriages-through-education/story-fngr8hxh-1227318951273 

Hobday Liz (2014, July 23) ‘Forced marriage an emerging problem in Australia despite laws, welfare 
groups say’, ABC News Australia.  

Retrieved from: 

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-07-23/forced-child-marriage-continuing-in-australia-report/5613700 
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