
The ACRATH national Conference was held at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills from 26-28 February 2019. The Theme 
of this year’s Conference was “Human face, human impact, human stories.” 
 

Prior to the Conference Opening, those involved in Companioning women who had been referred by other 
agencies e.g. Red Cross and fitted within the ACRATH Mission and guidelines, held their own workshop. Robust 
discussion around the demands made on Companions lead to further discussion regarding the importance of clear 
boundaries and clear documentation for this role as well as regular personal professional supervision for those 
walking this journey. 
 

A member from Catholic Professional Standards Limited attended these sessions and guided the group regarding 
the necessity for right protocols and evidenced based documentation to be in place. This is something that those 
leading the “Companions” will be looking at in the near future, including a review of the related policy, and a small 
group was set up to do this. This workshop, which was led by Maree Marsh csb and Lynne Crilley pbvm, was very 
productive and supportive for those involved. 
 

The National ACRATH Conference was opened by the President of ACRATH, Noelene Simmons sm, who in 
delivering her report referred to all ACRATH activities carried out in the various regions. It was illuminating to hear 
just how much has been, and is being, achieved by ACRATH – a relatively small organisation. Noelene’s report 
can be found on the ACRATH website. 
 

Colleen Jackson rsc delivered a most interesting report on Talitha Kum, the international network of Consecrated 
Life against trafficking in persons. 
 

Jennifer Burn – the new Interim NSW Anti-Slavery Commissioner - gave the keynote address informing and 
educating the conference participants on the new Commonwealth and NSW Modern Slavery Acts. Australia is only 
the second country in the world to have such an Act passed by Parliament. 
 

ACRATH member, Marguerite Buckley, led conference participants in a very engaging and alive process around 
the following three areas: 
*ACRATH reaches out to address human trafficking 
*ACRATH and the human impact of trafficking 
*ACRATH now and into the future. 
 

There was great energy around each of these sessions which gave participants hope and challenged them to be 
more proactive in each of their regions. 
 

There was time well spent in individual, small group and larger group reflection which was a positive response 
picking up feedback from the previous year’s conference. 
 

One of the key actions from the conference was to look at how to sustain and grow MEMBERSHIP of ACRATH 
and discussion was strong around different ways to do this. It will be interesting to see what has evolved and been 
tried in this area from now to the next National ACRATH Conference to be held in February 2020.   
 

The AGM was held during the week. Sarah Puls sgs NSW/ACT Coordinator was farewelled as she moves to 
Victoria to continue her studies and Lorraine Phelan rsm was elected as the new ACRATH NSW/ACT Regional 
Coordinator. 
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Slavery-free Easter chocolate 

 Page 2             ACRATH News 

The slavery-free Easter chocolate campaign is well underway. This year we are focusing on ensuring that 
each of us do what we can to ensure supply chains are slavery free. Here’s some slavery-free chocolate 
suggestions for Easter: 
 

* ALDI has lots – check out their stores 
* OXFAM – hhmm it’s DIVINE! 
* Haighs – might cost a bit more but it’s yum 
* Alter Eco – in some stores and worth the looking 
* Chocolatier – one of the early slavery-free makers in Australia 
* Green and Black’s – yes please 
* OR check them all out and do a personal rating! 
 

Look out for any of these three certification symbols that ensure your chocolate is slavery free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information and resources go to: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-easter/  

 
 
The VicTas Anti-Trafficking Working Group, which was formed with ACRATH’s support just over a year ago 
has celebrated some great early collaborations. This year Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) is working 
with its 333 primary and secondary schools to encourage school staff to use only slavery free tea and coffee 
in their staff rooms. ACRATH is working closely with CEM on this initiative. 
 
CEM is supporting schools to make the shift and will be working with school staff through the year to raise 
awareness about the importance of buying only slavery free tea and coffee. This is a great initiative and 
ACRATH congratulates CEM. 
 
The Archdiocese of Melbourne is also converting to slavery-free tea and coffee 
 

 
 
The Modern Slavery Act was introduced into Parliament late last year after a long battle involving ACRATH 
and many NGOs as well as supporters and volunteers who advocated for the Bill. 
 

The Act requires organisations with consolidated revenue of A$100 million, or more, to report annually on the 

risks of modern slavery in their operations and supply chains and any remediation actions being taken. The 

Modern Slavery Act came into effect on January 1, 2019 and the first modern slavery statements are due on 

30 June 2020. 

 

 

 

We are aware that the work continues to expand as increasingly we are known as a go-to organisation. Often 
it expands beyond what can be asked of a volunteer.  
 
So we were delighted when we received some generous donations which we could put to work supporting a 
forced marriage project in WA, led by WA ACRATH co-ordinator, Kathy Fagan, and a forced labour project, 
led by Qld ACRATH co-ordinator, Janine Bliss fmm.   
 
Watch this space in coming editions of the newsletter as Janine and Kathy unfold new work on their 
respective projects. 
 

VicTas Anti-Trafficking Working Group 

The Modern Slavery Act 

Great news—extension of two ACRATH projects 
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St Bakhita Day 
 
ACRATH, Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) and Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) joined 
together this year to mark St Bakhita Day on 8 February 2019, and at weekend Masses on 9 and 10 
February. Pope Francis has declared the feast of St Josephine Bakhita, which is celebrated each year on 8 
February to be the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action Against Human Trafficking.  
 
St Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of victims of slavery and of Sudan. Australians are being urged to 
work together, through grass roots action and corporate governance, to end slavery around the world. 
 
To mark Pope Francis’ call to prayer, reflection and action for the feast of St Josephine Bakhita, members 
of ACRATH and others from schools and parishes gathered to celebrate Eucharist in different dioceses 
around Australia. At a number of the celebrations members of the South Sudanese community added 
beautifully to the celebrations with their music, dance and prayers. 
 
Events include: 
• A slavery-free morning tea and Mass at the Hobart Archdiocese 
• Masses at St Mary’s in Sydney, St Stephen’s in Brisbane and St Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne 
• An ethical sourcing seminar and expo in Sydney 
 
 
 
 
 

St Bakhita Day 
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• Archbishop of Sydney, Anthony Fisher and Archdiocesan Anti-Slavery 
Taskforce, ACRATH President Noelene Simmons sm (3rd from right)  

• Archbishop Peter A Comensoli and participants—Noble Park 

• Bakhita Day—St Albans, ACRATH member Therese Power rsm 

• ACRATH member Claire Griffen csb, Sudanese ladies and Students—St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne 

• Fr Michael Tate, Vicar General and former Ambassador to the Holy See 
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ACRATH needs core business funding and additional funding for 

special projects. 
 

Please consider a regular donation to ACRATH so that we can 

plan ahead. 
 

Contact Christine at the National Office  

eo@acrath.org.au   
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ACRATH Calendar 2019 

The calendar for this year has once again proved to be a great initiative. The sale of the calendar not only helps 

raise funds for ACRATH but acts as a great teaching tool. It is being used in workshops and training sessions to 

raise awareness of some of the varied aspects of ACRATH’s work of combatting human trafficking and modern 

slavery. 
 

One important aspect of the ACRATH Calendar is a percentage of the profits provide a donation to a ministry in 

South East Asia which provides practical supports to trafficked women. 
 

Thanks to Queensland ACRATH co-ordinator, Sr Janine Bliss FMM and her helpers for the work that goes in to 

preparing the calendar. Congratulations to ACRATH members around Australia who have promoted and sold the 

calendars. 
 

Calendars can still be obtained by emailing calendar@acrath.org.au  

 

 

 

I was asked to present to this Forum in Sydney which included the CEOs and Board chairs of a number of Mercy

-Ministries including: Mercy Health, Mercy Education, Mercy Works, MacKillop Family Services, McAuley 

Community Services for Women.  
 

I co-presented with Nicole D'Souza from Konica Minolta who is also part of Margaret Ng's rsj group, PATH, 

tackling human trafficking in their local parish. Nicole and I laid out the issues of human trafficking as they might 

be encountered by the organisations represented in the room, and we suggested some action that can be taken.  

Nicole described the action that Konica Minolta has taken. We stayed on for afternoon tea which gave us some 

good opportunities to talk about partnering with groups into the future. 
 

A video of the presentation can be viewed at https://vimeo.com/325791351 
 

Christine Carolan, ACRATH Executive Officer 

 
 

 

• The Talitha Kum International Coordination Committee meeting in Rome 

• The Report of the Migrant Workers’ Taskforce 

• A campaign for justice for 22 workers from Vanuatu who were exploited in Australia 

• Information from the Australian Institute of Criminology 

 

 
 
 

Institute of Sisters of Mercy Australia and Papua New Guinea (ISMAPNG) Governance Forum 

Visit the ACRATH website for information about... 
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