
What was this Assembly? 

We worked in Rome for seven days, We were part of a 

gathering of 86 people, almost all Catholic sisters; we 

were from 42 countries working to counter human     

trafficking  

We from Oceania joined with groups from Africa, North 

America, South America, the Middle East, East Asia, South 

Asia and South-east Asia. 

Each working group during the week  spoke together in 

the one language; We were enabled to communicate by 

the provision of simultaneous interpreting in English, 

Spanish and French. 

Celebrating 

At the Assembly Louise 

Cleary CSB (3rd from 

right) was one of 12 

members whose    

counter trafficking 

work was acknowledged 

with an award. Colleen 

Jackson RSC, Oceania 

member of the Talitha 

Kum International Committee, was acknowledged, and Colleen’s presence 

at the Assembly was sadly missed. 

 

 

 

When delegates gathered 

at Saint Peter’s Basilica for 

Eucharist, our New Zealand 

delegate,Gemma Wilson SM, 

took part in the Offertory      

Procession, carrying to the 

sanctuary a net symbolic of 

the  people caught by    

traffickers. Gemma is 2nd 

from the right. 
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Five of us from Oceania (NZ & Aust) attended the    

Assembly. l to r: Angela Reed RSM, Gemma Wilson SM, 

Louise Cleary CSB, Christine Carolan, Claire Griffin CSB 

The Talitha Kum Declaration for the period 2020 –2025 

During our Assembly in Rome three priority issues were  identified and affirmed: 

1. The power differential between men and women that contributes to trafficking; 

2. The economic structures that create vulnerability to trafficking; 

3. The immigration laws and policies that put people at risk of trafficking. 

Reasons for denouncing these issues were outlined and commitments for future collaborative work were made.  

https://www.talithakum.info/ for more details 



Spread your tents—Sr Pat Murray IBVM challenges delegates 

All were motivated after hearing an address by Sr Pat, executive secretary of 

UISG, the global Catholic sisters’ leadership group. Sr Pat spoke of the small 

beginnings of Talitha Kum in 1998, when a small intercongregational group began 

to discuss the problem of human trafficking. Now in 2019 Talitha Kum is a global 

network, active in 91 countries. Sr Pat urged us to base our work in Gospel    

values, on the example of Jesus, and to value even small activities knowing that 

they will grow like the mustard seed in the parable.  

Sr Pat reminded us of the message of Isaiah 54:2 , ‘widen the tent of your heart’,   

calling us to flexibility, enlargement, hospitality, rootedness, security and      

identity. Sr Pat encouraged us to create a network of compassion and of grace. 

Delegates from a range of countries worked together 

using a common language. 

A panel of experts expanded our view. 

Country exhibitions gave a vivid pic-

ture of the scope of the work being 

done. Pictured are visitors to the 

ANZRATH & ACRATH display. 

Working & learning 

Working groups explored questions. 

We went on a number of visits: to an after hours private viewing of the 

Sistine chapel, to meet with Pope Francis, and to a reception hosted by 

the UK and USA Ambassadors. The Australian delegates were supported 

throughout the Assembly by our Australian Ambassador to the Vatican, 

HE Melissa Hitchman; Melissa hosted a lunch for ACRATH delegates and 

attended many of the Assembly events.            


