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South Australian Government must set up inquiry 
into slavery 

Flinders research report reveals extent of human tragedy in SA 

 
Research from South Australia’s Flinders University has focussed on the 18 people 
documented to have been trafficked in South Australia between 2004 and 2019; the 
majority have been young women forced to marry. The Australian Federal Police (AFP) 
has referred the 18 suspected victims of human trafficking in SA to the Support for 
Trafficked People Program (STPP) with a peak in numbers in 2017.  

 
The research report, Slavery and Slavery-like practices in South Australia: A Report, 
published today by Flinders University’s Associate Professor Marinella Marmo in 
collaboration with ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans) 
urges the South Australian Government to launch an inquiry into slavery and slavery-like 
practices in the state. 
 
The research found that the slavery and slavery-like practice cases in South Australia 
have included forced marriage, forced labour and domestic labour and sexual servitude in 
intimate partner violence (IPV) cases linked to bridal visas. Most forced labour was found 
in the hospitality, cleaning and horticulture/agriculture industries.  
 
A/Prof Marmo said all the forced marriage and IPV sexual servitude victims are women 
and “the majority of forced marriage cases took place in metropolitan Adelaide”. Her 
evidence suggests that many victims of forced labour are male and that the figure is much 
higher than the reported figure of 18 people in the support program. 

 

“A few service providers expressed disappointment that such a low number of people 

have been identified as suspected victims as their anecdotal evidence and observations 

indicate much higher numbers. Yet they are also not surprised at the official numbers, 

as their own clients are reluctant to approach the authorities about such offences,” 

A/Prof Marmo said.   

 

“Conditions of domestic, labour and sexual servitude in intimate partner violence cases 

linked to spousal visas are increasingly being encountered by service providers in both 

Adelaide and rural SA. “ 

 

Earlier this year the Australian Institute of Criminology estimated that for every official 

victim there are ‘conservatively’ four undetected cases of human trafficking. This would 

suggest that there are a further 72 people undetected in South Australia. 
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Associate Professor Marmo, in releasing the report, called on the South Australian 

Government to set up an inquiry into slavery and slavery-like practices in South 

Australia. 

 

She said very little research work had been done in the past looking at human trafficking 

in SA, but this research confirms that the practice is real and that there are important 

key factors that could inform an inquiry.  

 

Common to all the cases cited in this study is a combination of the following elements:  

• temporary migratory status  

• isolation and a lack of reliable network 

• the inability or unwillingness to have knowledge of, trust and/or use the Australian 

system  

• a lack of sufficient technical-legal English to inform one’s rights adequately, and 

• a fear of repercussions and an inability to ‘walk away’ from the exploitative 

conditions due to threats, blackmail or other reasons (for example, related to 

honour, shame or financial constraints).  

“Through this research we have some questions that need to be further explored if we 

are to tackle slavery and slavery-like practices in South Australia,” A/Prof Marmo said. 

“We do know that there are elements that are common to all trafficked people that 

renders them particularly vulnerable, and the more vulnerable they are, the greater is 

their susceptibility to exploitation. “ 

 

Snapshot of slavery in South Australia 
The Flinders University report reveals an alarming snapshot of slavery and slavery-like 
practices in South Australia, including: 

• In SA, out of the 18 suspected victims, 10 were in forced marriages and 8 
experienced sexual or labour exploitation 

• Out of the 10 victims in a forced marriage type, most were young people aged 23 
years or under who received support after leaving or when wanting to avoid a forced 
marriage  

• The people referred by the AFP to the STPP in SA have received support for 
between a minimum of 45 days to a maximum of 6.6 years, with the majority of clients 
receiving support for 1 to 3 years  

• The age of identified victims in SA at the referral stage fell within the range of 15–
59 years. Nine victims were 25 years or younger at referral and nine were 26 years 
or older. 

• All of the 18 cases were female  
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• The vast majority of STPP clients in SA were of CALD (culturally and linguistically 
diverse) background. In SA, the overwhelming majority were not born in Australia 
and none were Australian citizens. The vast majority were from an Asian country, 
but there were cases from Western Europe and Africa as well. They were born in 
eight different countries from every region except the Americas. 

• Red Cross data reveals that 10 clients have chosen to participate in the criminal 
justice process. 

The report also recommends statewide programs be introduced to raise the awareness 

of slavery and slavery-like practices, and educate the wider community about the 

consequences of breaching related Commonwealth criminal legislation.  

 

ACRATH SA Co-ordinator, Sr Meredith Evans rsm, acclaimed the joint research project 

saying it is an important step in shining a light on what federal MPs have described as 

a crime ‘hidden in plain sight’.  

 

To read the report in full, please go to: 

https://dspace.flinders.edu.au/xmlui/handle/2328/39334  

 

For further information or to arrange an interview please contact:  

 

Associate Professor Marinella Marmo, College of Business, Government and Law, 

Flinders University 

Tel: +61 8 8201 2861 

Mob: +61 432 954 122 

Email: marinella.marmo@flinders.edu.au 

  

Tania Bawden, Office of Communication and Engagement, Flinders University 

Tel: +61 8 8201 5768 

Mob: +61 434 101 516 

Email: tania.bawden@flinders.edu.au 

 

Christine Carolan 

Executive Officer  

Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans 

Mob: +61 0427 302 755 

Email: eo@acrath.org.au 
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