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Survivor Stories At The Heart of Canberra Advocacy 

 

 
 

   

Planning the ‘annual trip’ to Canberra, to advocate for the human rights of survivors and system 
change, is in progress. 
 

Due to COVID restrictions the ACRATH team of about 10 people cannot travel to Canberra for face-to-
face meetings, but the virtual advocacy trip is powerful and offers new opportunities. 
 

Four workshops (one for each advocacy ask) have been facilitated, with the ACRATH advocacy team 
and community partners in full discussion about:  
 A national labour hire-licensing scheme which was proposed in the Migrant Workers’ 

Taskforce Report in 2019. 
 DFAT to set up a multi-stakeholder taskforce to oversee repatriation to Australia of people 

threatened with a forced marriage internationally. 
 A pilot additional pathway onto the Support for Trafficked People Program (STPP).  
 An independent modern slavery commissioner to be recommended within the review of the 

Modern Slavery Act 2018.  
 

Each workshop has begun with a story of a de-identified survivor of human trafficking, putting people 
at the heart of our advocacy campaign.  
 

The four advocacy points address issues brought to ACRATH's attention by our engagement with 
people in Australia on the Seasonal Workers' Program, membership of the National Roundtable on 
Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery and our companions' relationships with survivors.   
 

ACRATH's advocacy campaigns highlight our commitment to the 'long haul' of advocacy, some of 
these points have been refined each year; steps are made incrementally. Meeting up on ZOOM with 
MPs, Government Department staff and MP's staff over the next few weeks will be another step for 
justice and change. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support and we will  
keep you informed of outcomes from our August  
advocacy. 
 

A Survivor story shared with MPs  
Recently a teenager was taken to his parent’s  
home country in Africa for a forced marriage,  
and found himself deserted by his family. He  
contacted his school friends in Australia, who  
spoke with staff in his school who contacted the  
AFP. To get him to safety, ACRATH paid for an  
emergency repatriation flight back to Australia.  
 

  
Follow ACRATH on Instagram 

 

ACRATH has set up an Instagram account to share information about people  
and projects working to combat human trafficking.  

We will focus on ACRATH work and events and also tell you about the work of  
other like-minded organisations and people.  

 
Please follow @acrathau and ask your friends to follow us. 

mailto:@acrathau
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ACRATH co-founder a 
guest on August 

Conversation Series   
Join our special Conversation on  
Wednesday 25 August 2021 and hear ACRATH  
co-founder Louise Cleary CSB and Dr Lisa McDonald,  
Group Mission Leader with St Vincent’s Health Australia. 
 
The Conversation topic is Human Trafficking, how far have we come? We will hear about the 
development of ACRATH in response to the growth of human trafficking in Australia and globally. 
Lisa, will talk about SVHA’s commitment to caring for trafficked people and the work being done 
by the organisation. 
 
Louise is one of the women who helped ‘launch’ ACRATH around 2005. She is the current 
ACRATH President and has been instrumental in many of the organisation’s key initiatives. 
 
You can join the Conversation at 11.15am (Melbourne time) for a cuppa and 15 minutes of 
informal chat. The Conversation with Louise and Lisa will run from 11.30am till 12 noon sharp. 
Come for all or part of the Conversation. Join the zoom meeting at: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86052476038?pwd=SkQvWjYyc0Fzek96TXB1dDd6eEEvdz09 
 
If you have any problems joining the Conversation, via this link, please contact Joseph at 
office@acrath.org.au. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ACRATH moves to an electronic newsletter 
 
ACRATH is moving to an electronic newsletter from November. This means this August edition is the last ACRATH 
newsletter that you will receive as a pdf. 
 
November’s ACRATH newsletter will come to you as an email, highlighting several stories that we will have just 
uploaded to the website. You will be able to click on the stories that interest you. 
 
If you receive the ACRATH newsletter now, you will automatically go onto the electronic mailing list. 
 
We understand some people may still like to receive the pdf version. If you would like to receive this could you 
please email Carmel Heagerty RSM  at secretary@acrath.org.au  
 
If you have any questions about the electronic newsletter please contact Rosie Hoban at media@acrath.org.au. 

Louise Cleary CSB and  
Dr Lisa McDonald 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86052476038?pwd=SkQvWjYyc0Fzek96TXB1dDd6eEEvdz09
mailto:office@acrath.org.au
mailto:media@acrath.orga.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Save the Date with an ACRATH 
Calendar 
 

ACRATH’s 2022 calendar is almost ready. You 
can buy a calendar for $10 and help contribute 
to the running of ACRATH’s programs. 
 
The 2022 calendar provides information and 
resources on a range of issues including forced 
marriage, Companionship program, Modern 
Slavery Act, buying ethical sports equipment 
and training in the health sector. 
 
ACRATH’s Sr Janine Bliss fmm produced the 
first ACRATH calendar in 2015 and has 
continued leading this project. It is now a 
feature in many offices, homes, staffrooms and 
classrooms. Sr Janine said the calendar was 
an opportunity to tell some of the stories of 
human trafficking, ensuring the victim/survivor 
was always at the core of the story. 
 
You can download an order form at: 
https://acrath.org.au/acrath-2022-calendar/  
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WA ACRATHERs in push to 
slavery-proof Catholic agencies 
 

Congratulations to ACRATH’s Rosa Ranieri and 
Heather McNaught (pictured), who appear in a film 
clip, A Response to Modern Slavery – Ethical 
Purchasing, which invites Catholics to slavery-
proof their parishes, agencies, schools and homes.  
 
The modern slavery film clip, an initiative of the 
West Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee 
Office, features a range of Catholic leaders, 
educators, advocates and students and has been 
widely circulated and promoted by the Archbishop 
of Perth Tim Costelloe SDB.  
 
The film clip, which offers information and actions, 
features Rosa and Heather, two of ACRATH WA’s 
leaders, discussing referral pathways for victim/
survivors of human trafficking. 
 
Dr Debra Sayce, Executive Director of Catholic 
Education Western Australia said: “One effective 
way to combat modern slavery is to start 
eradicating slavery from supply chains that Catholic 
entities use.” 
 
Carol Mitchell (pictured), Director of Justice, 
Ecology and Development Office and ACRATH 
member, said modern slavery practices violate the 
Gospel understanding of dignity and freedom of the 
human person, which means no one should ever 
be exploited. 
 
Archbishop Costelloe urges the Catholic 
community, from health care to religious orders and 
schools, “to work with each other to initiate a shift in 
culture and work with suppliers to eradicate modern 
slavery from supply chains.” 
 
The three minute WA clip is on the ACRATH 
website here. 
(https://acrath.org.au/videopage/a-response-to-
modern-slavery/) 
 
 

 

https://acrath.org.au/videopage/a-response-to-modern-slavery/
https://acrath.org.au/videopage/a-response-to-modern-slavery/
https://acrath.org.au/videopage/a-response-to-modern-slavery/


Join ACRxxxxxxxxxxxATH Companions Kathy Fagan (WA) 

 

Will You Listen to the  
Voices of Trafficked People? 
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ACRATH is imploring people to listen to the stories and voices of trafficked people to gain an understanding of what 
can be done to combat the injustice. It was our call to mark the 30

th
 July UN declared World Day Against Trafficking 

in Persons but we continue the call every day.  A one- minute film clip has been developed by ACRATH member 
and former forced marriage worker Liz Payne and long-time ACRATH supporter Marilynn Ross to help communities 
learn more about the importance of listening to, and learning from, the voices of victim/survivors of human 
trafficking. 
 
Victim/survivors are at the heart of everything that ACRATH tries to achieve in its work to help eliminate human 
trafficking and modern slavery.  ACRATH helps to restore the voice of victim/survivors through its Companionship 
Program and advocacy work. The Companionship Program involves 13 trained volunteer Companions walking the 
journey of recovery with survivors. Companions build relationships with these 34 trafficked women and their 45 
children women, providing them with emotional, social and practical support.  
 
At the centre of these relationships is care and listening. From this listening, ACRATH is able to learn, and to 
engage in conversation to help discern the needs of these people. Advocacy then follows. ACRATH recognises that 
communicating the needs of victim/survivors is a key role for those who actively support and care for victim/
survivors of human trafficking and modern slavery. 
 
ACRATH’s executive officer Christine Carolan said Australians were often involved in human trafficking without 
realising it. “If you buy a product tainted by human slavery, then you are part of the injustice, perhaps unknowingly. 
We are asking people to hear the stories, find out more and make one change. That change might be buying slavery
-free tea, coffee, chocolate, sports equipment or clothing,” she said. 
 
Marilynn and Liz said the key messages of the clip are: We Hear You. We listen and learn. We will support you in 
whatever way we can and we will not let you remain invisible and unheard. Your voices will be reflected through 
ours until you are strong enough to speak for yourself. 
 
Liz encouraged people to look at the clip and share it with as many people as possible.  
 
“The more that communities know about human trafficking and modern slavery, the more powerful we will all be in 
working together to eliminate this continuing scourge,” Liz said. 
 
The film clip is at https://acrath.org.au/let-them-be-heard 
 

ACRATH needs core business funding and additional 
funding 

for special projects. 
 

Please consider a regular donation to ACRATH so that we 
can plan ahead. Thanks.  

 
https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/acrath  

or https://acrath.org.au/donate 
 

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
 

54 Beaconsfield Pde  

Albert Park, VIC 3206  

 

www.acrath.org.au  

 

office@acrath.org.au  
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